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BACK TO PARLIAMENT IN NEPAL
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

On February 23, Nepal’s Supreme Court reinstated the House of Representatives, which had
been dissolved by Prime Minister K.P. Oli on December 20, responding to an attempt to unseat
him from his own parliamentary party in the lower house. After hearing more than a hundred
lawyers from both sides, amidst a polarised political environment, the five-judge Constitutional
Bench led by Chief Justice Cholendra Shumsher J.B. Rana delivered a verdict that throws the
ball back to the House.

Some hoped and others worried that the Bench would go along with the dissolution, allowing the
general elections as had been called for in April-May by Mr. Oli. The Bench preferred a strict
reading of the Constitution, which asserts that Parliament may not be dissolved until all options
to form a government (by majority party, a coalition, a minority party, or by a member of the
House trusted by the President) have been exhausted. These tight provisions were placed in the
Constitution by the framers, including those in Mr. Oli’s cohort who were then members of the
Constituent Assembly, to ensure continuity in governance, especially given the quick and easy
dissolutions in the past and ensuing instabilities.

Editorial | Judicial blow: On Nepal Supreme Court reinstating Parliament

The Constitution has other unique provisions to ensure political stability, including one that does
not allow a vote of confidence to be brought for the first two years of a Prime Minister’s five-year
term. A no-confidence vote must include the name of the prime ministerial candidate, and if the
vote fails, another motion may not be brought for a year.

Before the Bench, the Prime Minister’s side argued that the Constitution’s declaration of Nepal
as a parliamentary democracy had no meaning if a Prime Minister commanding majority in the
House did not have the right to disband it. In its unanimous judgment, the Bench maintained that
Nepal did not need to look at the procedures of other parliamentary democracies in the instant
case; that national experience and provisions of the Constitution should suffice.

Even though the Constitutional Bench did not censure him for mal-intent as demanded by the
petitioners, Mr. Oli would be feeling out on a limb. While the healthy future of parliamentary
practice may require constitutional amendment to allow a sitting Prime Minister to recommend
dissolution and elections, for now, the Supreme Court has removed constitutional uncertainty.

Also read | Nepal PM Oli in no mood to resign, prepared to face Parliament

There was method to what some might see as Mr. Oli’s madness, and it has to do with his
inability to manage the ambitions of his Nepal Communist Party (NCP) co-chairman, Pushpa
Kamal Dahal (‘Prachanda’). In 2017, during the Dasain (Dushhera) holidays, Mr. Oli had
secretively reached out to Mr. Dahal to unify the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre) with
his Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist–Leninist). It was a strange coming together of a
communist party that had accepted multiparty democracy and the Maoists led by a sweet-talking
demagogue. The unification was a windfall for Mr. Dahal and his fast-declining party. It also
seemed an unworkable experiment that sooner or later would bring grief to the polity.

Even as Mr. Oli took the reins of power, Mr. Dahal initiated his two-pronged strategy of selective
media capture and weaning away UML stalwarts by feeding their sense of grievance and

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/nepals-supreme-court-reinstates-dissolved-house-of-representatives/article33915228.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/party-elite-covid-19-and-differences-over-mcc-prompted-oli-to-take-extreme-course/article33386878.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/party-elite-covid-19-and-differences-over-mcc-prompted-oli-to-take-extreme-course/article33386878.ece
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powerlessness vis-à-vis the imperious Mr. Oli. In particular, Mr. Dahal worked on former Prime
Minister Madhav Kumar Nepal, who had been defeated by Mr. Oli for the post of Chairman in
the UML general convention. Mr. Dahal dangled the carrot of presidency before former Prime
Minister Jhala Nath Khanal.

Also read | Ready to forget everything if PM Oli accepts mistakes, says Madhav Nepal

Mr. Dahal moved quickly to encircle and tie down the Prime Minister. Using the proxy of his
Maoist subordinate Agni Sapkota, made Speaker even with a murder charge pending before the
Supreme Court, Mr. Dahal blocked constitutional appointments and sabotaged the government’s
attempt to receive a $500 million U.S. grant to expand the national electricity grid. Increasingly,
the so-called ‘Secretariat’ of senior NPC leaders sought to direct government affairs, as if
Nepal’s was a single-party communist system.

It was when Mr. Oli got word that the Dahal group was registering a no-confidence motion that
he moved immediately to dissolve Parliament. The motion arrived in the Parliament office after
the dissolution declaration, but Mr. Sapkota forged the paperwork to bring forward the time of
registration. A reckoning on that episode is still required, now that the House is restored.

Mr. Oli’s dissolution of Parliament triggered a vehement response with many accusing him of
authoritarian tendencies. President Bidya Devi Bhandari was pilloried for having readily okayed
the Prime Minister’s move. She might have sat on his communication for a day or two, but the
2015 Constitution does not give the President leeway to question the chief executive’s
recommendations, not even the privilege of consultations which was available to former
President Ram Baran Yadav under the interim Constitution of 2007.

Also read | Nepal dithers on U.S. aid agency as Oli-Prachanda differences deepen

Mr. Dahal threatened a violent movement should the Justices decide to certify the dissolution
and elections. A civil society stalwart warned that “the people would drag the Justices out on to
the streets” if they approved Mr. Oli’s recommendation. Four former Chief Justices published a
statement against dissolution in what could be seen as an attempt to influence the Bench.
Neither could former President Yadav hold back.

With the verdict given, it is not clear what the inter-party permutations and combinations will
deliver in the days to come, or what fate awaits each of the topmost players. But without doubt,
the role of Nepali Congress President Sher Bahadur Deuba will be decisive because of the MPs
he holds — whether to become Prime Minister himself, back the Dahal combine, or allow Mr. Oli
to serve out the next two years.

The Supreme Court has ordered the House to convene before March 8, and rather than wait for
a no-confidence motion to be brought by the Dahal group, Mr. Oli is likely to seek confidence of
the House. However, because the present crisis is not one between the opposition and party in
power, but within the latter, the future course will rest on Mr. Dahal’s ability to unseat Mr. Oli as
parliamentary party leader. At present, the Oli-Dahal support in the NCP parliamentary party is
said to be more or less equal, each numbering in the 80s. (Altogether 138 MPs are required to
form the government.)

Also read | Prachanda-Nepal faction expels PM Oli from Nepal Communist Party

For all the hullabaloo, the NCP party has not split formally, although the chasm within the
leadership is deep. Even if the rank and file seek unity for the sake of elections, it is unlikely that
the feuding leaders will be able to patch up.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/ready-to-forget-everything-if-pm-oli-accepts-mistakes-says-madhav-nepal/article33446881.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/nepal-dithers-on-us-aid-agency-as-oli-prachanda-differences-deepen/article31936370.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/prachanda-faction-expels-prime-minister-kp-oli-from-nepal-communist-party/article33650471.ece
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For the long-term health of the polity, a decisive divorce between the former Maoists and the
erstwhile CPN-UML is recommended. Ideology does not bind the two — the ‘democrat
communists’ in the UML fold and the Maoists led by Mr. Dahal, whose concept of governance
does not include democracy if he can help it, and who is yet to concede the need for
accountability for grievous crimes committed during the 10-years of the rebellion he led.

Meanwhile, one cannot even make an educated guess as to who will become the next Prime
Minister among the four former Prime Ministers — Mr. Deuba, Mr. Nepal, Mr. Oli or Mr. Dahal.

Kanak Mani Dixit, a writer and journalist based in Kathmandu, is founding Editor of the magazine
Himal Southasian
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NEED TO RESET INDIA-CHINA TRADE TIES: FOREIGN
SECRETARY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

H.V. Shringla  

Remarking that a normal bilateral trade relationship with China was contingent on peace and
tranquillity on other fronts, Indian Foreign Secretary H.V. Shringla on Sunday said the country
was looking to diversify its trade dependencies.

“The current bilateral trade with China at $78 billion is heavily tilted in the latter’s favour and that
will need a reset. India on its part is simultaneously working on diversifying its sourcing to ensure
a more resilient supply chain in the future,” said the Foreign Secretary.

Mr. Shringla was speaking during the penultimate panel discussion titled 'India as Global
Partner' at the fifth Asia Economic Dialogue (AED) 2021, jointly hosted by the Ministry of
External Affairs and the Pune International Centre (PIC).

Commenting on future relations with the United States in wake of new Joe Biden administration,
Mr. Shringla said India has had “an element of continuity” with the U.S. and that Prime Minister
Modi had had close personal relationships with both former presidents Barack Obama and
Donald Trump.

“While China continues to be one of India’s most important trade partners, the balance of trade
is skewed in favour of the former. With recent disturbances in eastern Ladakh and the ongoing
process of disengagement, there is introspection on our part in making our supply chain more
resilient… a normal bilateral relationship with China is calibrated on peace and tranquillity on
other fronts,” he said.

Mr. Shringla said the Indian government was trying to work out details of new proposals with the
Biden administration to make the supply chain more resilient in the Indo-Pacific region.

Observing that the Prime Minister had had close relationships with both Mr. Obama and Mr.
Trump, Mr. Shringla said that Mr. Modi also shared a good rapport with Mr. Biden.

“They have had a series of good conversations. So, we have a sense of priorities with the new
U.S. administration. New elements like climate change and technology have been introduced by
the Biden administration. There is a range of areas to collaborate,” said the Foreign Secretary.

Stating that the Indian government’s first priority was to fulfil its domestic vaccine needs, he said
the country would not compromise on its commitment to meet international vaccine
requirements as well.

Noting that India’s vaccine diplomacy had been a “huge success”, he said that India’s
‘Neighbourhood First’ policy in the context of supplying vaccines to its neighbours has
significantly raised New Delhi’s stature among people of these countries.
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THE ‘IMPERFECT’ FIGHT AGAINST PROLIFERATION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

The move by the Joe Biden administration of the U.S. to revive the Iran nuclear deal has once
again turned the spotlight on the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), which played a key
role in enforcing the original nuclear deal from which Donald Trump withdrew the U.S. in 2018.

The 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), or the Iran nuclear deal, proved that the
IAEA can emerge beyond its mandate of being a monitoring and inspection agency and, in fact,
play a key role in finding solutions to tense international crises. Last week, the IAEA and Iranian
diplomats struck a “temporary” deal to continue inspection of Iran’s nuclear plants for three more
months, which keeps at least the diplomatic path to revive the deal open.

As the preeminent nuclear watchdog under the UN, the IAEA is entrusted with the task of
upholding the principles of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty of 1970. Established as an
autonomous organisation on July 29, 1957, at the height of the Cold War between the U.S. and
the Soviet Union, the IAEA claims that it “works with its member states and multiple partners
worldwide to promote the safe, secure and peaceful use of nuclear technologies”. Though
established independently of the UN through its own international treaty, the agency reports to
both the UN General Assembly and the Security Council.

However, there have always been questions about the Agency’s ability to work independently,
without being drawn into big power rivalries.

What the IAEA missed in terms of real authority over sovereign states, it compensated for that
by cultivating some tall leadership whose actions kept the issue of non-proliferation on the
multilateral table. Both Mohamed El Baradei (1997-2009) and Yukiya Amano (2009-19) were
vocal at difficult moments. Under pressure from the George W. Bush administration to back the
American claim that the Saddam Hussein regime of Iraq was pursuing nuclear weapons, Mr. El
Baradei maintained that he would not rush into a judgment on this matter without incontrovertible
evidence that could prove that Hussein had committed a gross violation of non-proliferation.
History proved that his cautious approach was right as the invasion of Iraq failed to yield the
necessary proof of Hussein’s pursuit of nuclear weapons.

While the agency played a key role in providing the platform for holding frank discussion about
civil nuclear requirement for several countries, it proved to be ineffective to prevent power
politics from influencing nuclear negotiations. This was particularly visible when Pakistan
pursued a nuclear weapons programme in the 1980s and despite overwhelming evidence in
possession of the American authorities, they did not pursue the case effectively through the
IAEA because of the cooperation between the U.S. and Pakistan on the Afghan front.

Defenders of the Agency would say the lack of executive authority has not been a real issue as
the IAEA was originally set up as a monitoring organ. Richard Barlow, who was in charge of the
CIA’s non-proliferation programme that tracked Pakistan’s nuclear programme, says that having
the IAEA is an “imperfect system but it’s better than nothing”.

Civil nuclear solution

Apart from dealing with the sovereign states and their pursuit of civil and military nuclear
programmes, the IAEA is also active in championing civil nuclear solution to a number of areas
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like health, which is one of the main areas of peaceful application of nuclear know how. That
apart, in recent years, the IAEA is also active in dealing with climate change, pandemic
containment and in prevention of Zoonotic diseases.

The IAEA’s lack of enforcement capability was hinted by El Baradei who had observed that IAEA
had “uneven authority” as it does not have any power to override the sovereign rights of any
member nation of the UN. The uneven authority produced results when in the case of Iran when
the Agency’s efforts were backed by big powers. The same, however cannot be said about
North Korea.

The IAEA was the first to announce that the North Korean nuclear programme was not peaceful.
North Korea finally expelled IAEA observers and as a result, there are no on-the-ground
international inspectors in North Korea. The world is reliant on ground sensors and satellite
imageries to observe North Korea’s nuclear actions.

In comparison, Yukiya Amano was able to conduct some tough negotiation with Iran and
managed to convince Iran to allow inspection of some of the top nuclear sites of the country by
scientists and observers. His negotiation coincided with the back channel negotiation between
the Barack Obama administration and Iran, which ultimately led to the JCPOA. As a partner to
some of the complex and high stakes diplomacy, the IAEA has an air of secrecy around its
functions and is accused of not being transparent about its actions .

The IAEA-certified the nuclear power plant at Rawatbhata in Rajasthan in 2012, which drew
criticism as the power plant had two incidents of leakage of nuclear material earlier that year.
The second incident affected at least four workers who worked in the nuclear power plant and
had caused concern among the scientific community. One major criticism of the IAEA is that it
never challenges the nuclear dominance of the five permanent members of the UNSC, who
themselves hold some of the biggest nuclear arsenals of the world. That apart, there were
controversies in the case of inspection of Iranian nuclear installations when Iran’s then
Intelligence Minister Heydar Moslehi had accused the IAEA of sending intelligence operatives
who engaged in espionage against the interest of the Islamic Republic. The 2010 allegation also
hinted that IAEA inspectors and observers had shared information with the U.S. government.

Iran challenge

The coming weeks will, however, test the 63-year old organisation as Iran remains suspicious of
the exact intentions of the U.S. under the Biden administration. The current episode, which
involves regional political concerns like Saudi-Iran and Iran-Israel rivalries as well as the
American interests in the region, will certainly test the leadership of Rafael Mariano Grossi, the
current Director General of the IAEA. It will also test the ability of the IAEA to deal with powerful
states from its position of “uneven authority”.

After this week’s visit to Tehran, Mr. Grossi had posted on Twitter, “A temporary technical
understanding has been reached” with Iran. However, the main negotiation on this front is
dependent on Tehran’s demand of lifting of American sanctions. Iran has said its compliance will
depend on lifting of sanctions.

The issues involved between Iran and the U.S. indicate that they are not part of the mandate of
the IAEA. Iran also requires assurance that once activated, the deal will not be abandoned in
future by an American President in the way that President Trump had done in 2018. Tying all the
loose ends of this difficult negotiation will be the biggest challenge for all parties.

In Focus
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IAEA was set up as an autonomous organisation on July 29, 1957, at the height of the
Cold War

Describing its mission, IAEA claims that it “works with its member states and multiple
partners worldwide to promote the safe, secure and peaceful use of nuclear
technologies”

Though established independently of the UN through its own international treaty, the
Agency reports to both the UN General Assembly and the Security Council

As a nuclear watchdog under the UN family, the IAEA is entrusted with the task of
upholding

the principles of

the Nuclear

Non-Proliferation Treaty of 1970

Subscribe to The Hindu digital to get unlimited access to Today's paper

Already have an account ? Sign in

Start your 14 days free trial. Sign Up

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper, crossword and print.

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=33952585&utm_campaign=tp-national&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=33952585&utm_campaign=tp-national
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker


Page 11

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-03-01

INDIA, BANGLADESH AGREE TO SPEED UP BORDER
FENCING

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Bangladesh

The Home Secretaries of India and Bangladesh met virtually on Saturday and both sides and
discussed early completion of pending fencing along the Indo-Bangladesh border as agreed to
by the Prime Ministers of the two countries, a statement by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
said.

The 19th Home Secretary level talks between India and Bangladesh was held in the backdrop of
‘Mujib Barsho’and 50 years since the Bangladesh Liberation War.

The Indian delegation was led by Union Home Secretary Ajay Kumar Bhalla and Bangladesh
was led by Senior Secretary, Public Security Division Mostafa Kamal Uddin.

“India and Bangladesh attach highest importance to their bilateral relations. Both Secretaries
reiterated their commitment to further expand and strengthen mutual cooperation in the security
and border related issues. Both sides reaffirmed not to allow the territory of either country to be
used for any activity inimical to each other’s interests,” an MHA statement said.

Fight against terror

It added that both sides appreciated the cooperation between the two countries and the action
taken to address the menace of terrorism and extremism.

On February 10, Union Minister of State for Home Nityanand Rai had informed Rajya Sabha that
the total length of the Bangladesh border was 2,126 kilometre of which 319 km cannot be fenced
due to topographical constraints.

“The effective functioning of the Coordinated Border Management Plan (CBMP) to control the
illegal cross border activities was appreciated by both sides. The holding of the inaugural Police
Chiefs’ Dialogue in January, 2021, implementing the decision taken at the Home Minister Level
Talks (HMLT) held in August, 2019, was noted with appreciation by both sides. Both sides
agreed to further enhance the level of cooperation to prevent the smuggling of Fake Indian
Currency Notes (FICN) and contraband,” the statement said.

Both sides agreed to enhance the level of cooperation to prevent smuggling of fake
Indian currency notes and contraband

Ministry of Home Affairs
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U.S. IN DELICATE BALANCING ACT AS SAUDI PRINCE
SPARED SANCTIONS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

U.S. President Joe Biden’s decision not to sanction Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince over journalist
Jamal Khashoggi’s murder has frustrated campaigners, underscoring Washington’s delicate
balancing act as it seeks to avoid a diplomatic rupture.

Washington on Friday released a long-delayed intelligence report that accused Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman of approving Khashoggi’s 2018 murder in Istanbul, drawing a rebuke
from Riyadh, which strongly rejected the assessment.

The public censure of the Prince and a slew of U.S. sanctions on dozens of Saudi officials marks
a sharp departure from the policy of former President Donald Trump, who sought to shield the
kingdom’s de facto ruler.

But Washington did not slap any direct sanctions on Prince Mohammed, known by his initials
MBS, with Secretary of State Antony Blinken explaining that Mr. Biden wants to “recalibrate” but
not “rupture” its relations with Riyadh, a longstanding Middle East partner.

“This is not the Saudi smack-down that many hoped for,” said Varsha Koduvayur, a research
analyst at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, a Washington think-tank.

The Washington-based campaign group Freedom House said it was “disappointing and
frustrating that the U.S. is yet unwilling to act on its own intelligence” and impose sanctions on
the Saudi Prince.

Call for sanctions

“We expect nothing less than justice for Jamal Khashoggi and all of Saudi Arabia’s brave
dissidents,” said the New York-based Human Rights Foundation. “The U.S. and the European
Union must urgently place sanctions on MBS himself.”

The report — which had been withheld after being completed under Mr. Trump — said it was
“highly unlikely” that Khashoggi’s murder could have taken place without his green light.

The killing of Khashoggi, a Washington Post columnist and critic of Prince Mohammed, also fits
a pattern of “the crown prince’s support for using violent measures to silence dissidents abroad”,
it added.

But Saudi observers dismissed the highly anticipated report, with Ali Shihabi, a government
adviser close to the kingdom’s royal court, saying the “thin” assessment lacked a “smoking gun”.

Mr. Biden had pledged during his campaign to make the kingdom a “pariah” after it got a free
pass under Mr. Trump, but observers say he is instead adopting a middle path.
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U.S. AIRSTRIKE IN EASTERN SYRIA A WARNING TO
IRAN, SAYS BIDEN

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Joe Biden  

President Joe Biden said on Friday that a U.S. airstrike against an Iranian-backed militia in
eastern Syria, the first since he took office, should be seen by Iran as a warning.

Asked what the message was from the air strike, Mr. Biden said: “You can’t act with impunity.”

“Be careful,” he added, speaking in Houston during a tour of relief efforts after a huge winter
storm in Texas.

Syria and Iran on Friday condemned the attack, with Damascus calling it a “bad sign” from the
new Biden administration and Tehran saying it would further destabilise the region.

Pentagon spokesman John Kirby said two F-15E “Strike Eagles” dropped seven precision-
guided munitions on Thursday on facilities in eastern Syria used by the militias believed to be
behind a spate of rocket attacks on U.S. troops in Iraq.

White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said Mr. Biden was sending “an unambiguous
message.”

“He’s going to act to protect Americans and when threats are posed, he has the right to take an
action at the time and in the manner of his choosing,” Ms. Psaki said.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken said the administration wanted to make it “very, very clear —
notably to Iran — that they cannot act with impunity against our people, our partners, our
interests.

“And I think — and expect — that that message was clearly received,” Mr. Blinken said.

Syria condemned the strike as “cowardly American aggression.”

The Iranian Foreign Ministry strongly condemned the U.S. attack as a clear violation of
international law, saying it would “intensify military conflicts and further destabilise the region.”
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THE ANATOMY OF A SPRING CEASEFIRE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

In the wake of registering 5,130 ceasefire violations in 2020, guns on either side of the Line of
Control (LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) fell silent on the intervening night of February 24-25,
2021. The February ceasefire has triggered widespread speculation about its durability,
significance and implication for bilateral relations in general.

The announcement by the two Director Generals of Military Operations (DGsMO) came as a
surprise to many, and yet, it underlined the simple fact that all statesmen/women recognise
while in office: countries cannot be run by rhetoric alone. More so, this announcement is also a
recognition in New Delhi and Islamabad that they cannot afford to let violence spiral out of
control given its inherently escalatory nature as events in the wake of the Pulwama terror attack
in February 2019 highlighted.

Notwithstanding the surprise factor in the development, there have been some indications about
a possible thaw in the relations between the traditional rivals. Pakistan Army Chief Qamar Javed
Bajwa stated in early February that “It is time to extend hand of peace in all directions”, and on
the Indian side, the Army Chief General Manoj Mukund Naravane said around the same time
that “with our continuous engagement with Pakistan, we will be able to prevail over them (for
border peace)... as unsettled borders help no one”. India allowed the use of its airspace by
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan’s special aircraft to fly to Sri Lanka and just a day before the
ceasefire announcement, and upon his arrival in Colombo, Mr. Khan said, “Our only (sic) dispute
is Kashmir and it can only be resolved through dialogue.” Clearly, the two sides were setting the
stage for the announcement.

What makes the February ceasefire significant is the fact that this agreement is different from
the routine ceasefire assurances that the two sides made till January 2021. Twice in 2018, for
instance, the two sides had agreed to uphold the ceasefire agreement when ceasefire violations
were on the rise. But what makes the February 2021 ceasefire different is its two distinct
features: one, this was a joint statement by the two DGsMO, and that unlike the previous
declarations, the recent agreement mentions a specific date, i.e., the night of February 24-25, to
begin the ceasefire. In that sense then, the February ceasefire is arguably one of the most
significant military measures by India and Pakistan in over 18 years to reduce violence along the
LoC in Kashmir. Coming in the wake of over 5,000 ceasefire violations in 2020 (the highest in 19
years since 2002) the agreement is path-breaking from a conflict management point of view.
Interestingly, the November 2003 ceasefire agreement was also announced in the wake of a
high level of violence through 2002 and 2003.

The ceasefire is also significant because this helps New Delhi to defuse what was becoming a
growing concern for the decision makers in New Delhi: an ugly two-front situation and a feeling
of being boxed in by an inimical Pakistan and an aggressive China. It is easy to talk about a two
or ‘two-and-a-half’ front situation for domestic grandstanding, but dealing with it is neither easy
nor practical. That the Indian Army had to redeploy forces from the western border with Pakistan
to the northern border with China is indicative of the serious material challenges it could throw
up. The best way to deal with the two front challenge then, New Delhi could have reasoned, was
to defuse at least one front. The LoC was a natural candidate. Given that the back channel
process started much before the recent India-China disengagement on the LAC, New Delhi
must have decided to defuse the western challenge from Pakistan first. And it worked.

The history of India Pakistan ceasefire pacts and war termination agreements is both complex
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and instructive. The Karachi agreement of 1949, which ended the first war between newly
formed India and Pakistan, was the first ceasefire agreement between the two countries which,
signed under the good offices of the United Nations, created the India Pakistan boundary in
Kashmir called the Ceasefire Line or CFL. The United Nations Military Observer Group in India
and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) was mandated to monitor the ceasefire along the CFL. The 1965
India-Pakistan war also ended in a ceasefire, but since status quo ante bellum was restored
after the Tashkent Agreement, the CFL in Kashmir remained unaltered. However, the India-
Pakistan war of 1971 would change that. The December ceasefire which ended the 1971 war
was enshrined into the Simla Agreement the following year. But unlike 1965, status quo ante
bellum was not restored by the Simla Agreement, a decision that would have important
implications for bilateral relations.

The Suchetgarh Agreement of 1972 delineated the ‘line of control’ in Jammu and Kashmir which
resulted from the ceasefire of December 1971 thereby renaming the CFL as the LoC. By this
smart move, Indian negotiators not only changed the nomenclature of the India-Pakistan dividing
line in Kashmir and the physical alignment of the border in Jammu and Kashmir, but also made
the UNMOGIP presence in Kashmir irrelevant. Recall that the UN force was mandated to ensure
a ceasefire on the CFL, but there was no CFL after 1972, and, more so, the UN was not even a
party to the Simla Agreement unlike the Karachi Agreement.

Let us cut to the present. The 2003 agreement between the DGsMO, communicated through a
telephone call between them, was a reiteration of the December 1971 war termination ceasefire;
Technically, therefore, even the February 2021 ceasefire too is a reiteration of the 1971
ceasefire agreement.

And yet, a ceasefire does not observe itself — it requires a clearly articulated and mutually-
agreed upon set of rules and norms for effective observance along with an intent to observe
them. The February ceasefire is an expression of such an intent, but without the rules and
norms to enforce it. The Simla Agreement or the Suchetgarh Agreement do not have those rules
either. The Karachi Agreement, on the other hand, has clearly laid down provisions on how to
manage the CFL which, of course, was overtaken by the LoC. Ironically, therefore, armed forces
deployed on either side of the LoC in Kashmir often have to resort to the strictures enshrined in
the long-defunct Karachi Agreement to observe the ceasefire mandated by the Simla
Agreement. This needs to change. Now that the two DGsMO have declared a joint ceasefire, the
next logical step is to arrive at a set of rules to govern that ceasefire. An unwritten ceasefire,
experiences from conflict zones around the world show, tend to break down easily and trigger
tensions in other domains.

What is also significant to note about the ceasefire agreement between the two DGsMO is that
this was preceded by weeks, if not months of, high-level contacts through the back channel. For
sure, major agreements of this kind cannot be finalised by army officers especially given the
vitiated atmosphere surrounding India-Pakistan relations. More crucially, the fact that this
ceasefire has political blessings makes it more durable.

Interestingly, the 2003 ceasefire was also preceded by discreet parleys between the heads of
the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) of Pakistan and the Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) of
India. The 2003 CFA led to a sustained period of back channel talks on Kashmir which, by mid
2007, had almost finalised a deal to resolve the Kashmir conflict. My research on the 2004-2007
back channel talks shows how discreet conversations between high-level interlocutors appointed
by the heads of governments were able to make unprecedented progress on the mother of all
India Pakistan conflicts, Kashmir. What is also evident from that period is that one key reason
why the CFA held at least till 2008 was because there were parallel talks, along with holding fire
on the LoC, on other outstanding bilateral issues, principally Kashmir. While whether the 2021
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CFA would prompt talks in other areas is unclear as of now, I doubt the ability of piecemeal
agreements to create durable stability bilaterally unless followed by progress in other domains.

Happymon Jacob teaches at the Jawaharlal Nehru University and is the author of ‘Line on Fire:
Ceasefire Violations and India-Pakistan Escalation Dynamics’
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THE VITAL BUT DELICATE TASK OF REVIVING THE
IRAN DEAL

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Of all the foreign policy challenges facing the Joe Biden administration, none is more critical
than salvaging the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA, or the Iran nuclear deal) that
has been unravelling over the last three years when Donald Trump unilaterally discarded it. It
also seems the most straightforward because Mr. Biden has consistently advocated a return to
the JCPOA provided Iran returns to full compliance; Iran has always reiterated its commitment to
the JCPOA maintaining that the steps it took are reversible as long as the United States lifts the
sanctions imposed by the Trump administration since 2018. And yet, it is complicated and time
is running out as both Iran and the U.S. struggle to overcome the impasse.

The JCPOA was the result of prolonged negotiations from 2013 and 2015 between Iran and
P5+1 (China, France, Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom, the United States and the
European Union, or the EU). It happened, thanks to the back channel talks between the U.S.
and Iran, quietly brokered by Oman, in an attempt to repair the accumulated mistrust since the
1979 Islamic revolution.

Former U.S. President Barack Obama described the JCPOA as his greatest diplomatic success.
Iran was then estimated to be months away from accumulating enough highly enriched uranium
to produce one nuclear device. The JCPOA obliged Iran to accept constraints on its enrichment
programme verified by an intrusive inspection regime in return for a partial lifting of economic
sanctions. Faced with a hostile Republican Senate, Mr. Obama was unable to get the nuclear
deal ratified but implemented it on the basis of periodic Executive Orders to keep sanction
waivers going.

Mr. Trump had never hidden his dislike for the JCPOA calling it a “horrible, one sided deal that
should have never, ever been made”. After ranting about it for a year, he finally pulled the plug
on it in May 2018 and embarked on a policy of ‘maximum pressure’ to coerce Iran back to the
negotiating table. The U.S. decision was criticised by all other parties to the JCPOA (including
the European allies) because Iran was in compliance with its obligations, as certified by the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

For the first year after the U.S. withdrawal, Iran’s response was muted as the E-3 (France,
Germany, the U.K.) and the EU promised to find ways to mitigate the U.S. decision. But by May
2019, Tehran’s ‘strategic patience’ was wearing out as the anticipated economic relief from the
E-3/EU failed to materialise. As the sanctions began to hurt, Tehran shifted to a strategy of
‘maximum resistance’.

On the nuclear front, beginning in May 2019, Iran began to move away from JCPOA’s
constraints incrementally: exceeding the ceilings of 300kg on low-enriched uranium and 130 MT
on heavy-water; raising enrichment levels from 3.67% to 4.5%; stepping up research and
development on advanced centrifuges; resuming enrichment at Fordow; and violating limits on
the number of centrifuges in use. Finally, in January 2020, following the drone strike on Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps commander Gen. Qasem Soleiman, Tehran announced that it would
no longer observe the JCPOA’s restraints, though its cooperation with the IAEA would continue.

Tensions rose as the U.S. pushed ahead with its unilateral sanctions, widening their scope to
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cover nearly all Iranian banks connected to the global financial system, industries related to
metallurgy, energy and shipping, individuals related to the defence, intelligence and nuclear
establishments and even senior political leaders including the Supreme Leader and Foreign
Minister Javad Zarif. By end-2020, the U.S. had imposed nearly 80 rounds of sanctions targeting
close to 1,500 individuals and entities.

This came on top of COVID-19 that affected Iran badly, which had over 1.6 million infections and
more than 60,000 deaths. The Iranian economy contracted by 7% in 2019 and another 6% in
2020. In mid-2020, Iran was shaken by a series of unexplained fires and blasts at a number of
sensitive sites including one at the Natanz nuclear facility and another at Khojir, a missile fuel
fabrication unit. The damage at Natanz, described as ‘sabotage’, was significant, leading Tehran
to announce that it would be replaced by a new underground facility.

Last November, Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, a senior nuclear scientist and head of the Research and
Innovation Organisation in the Iranian Defence Ministry was killed outside Tehran in a terrorist
attack amid rumours of external intelligence agencies’ involvement. Days later, Iranian
Parliament, dominated by the conservatives, passed a bill seeking enrichment to be raised to
20%, acceleration of deploying new cascades and suspending implementation of some of the
special inspection provisions with the IAEA within two months if sanctions relief was not
forthcoming.

Clearly, Mr. Trump’s policy may have provided comfort to Israel’s leader Benjamin Netanyahu
and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, but it failed to bring Iran back to the
negotiating table and only strengthened the hardliners. Iran has suffered and there is no appetite
for more negotiations. The E-3’s promised relief Instrument in Support of Trade Exchanges
(INSTEX), created in 2019 to facilitate limited trade with Iran has been a disappointment; its first
transaction only took place in March 2020. EU-Iran trade fell from €18 billion in 2018 to less than
a third in 2019 and dropped further last year.

A recent IAEA report has confirmed that 20% enrichment had begun as had production of
uranium metal at Isfahan. However, a recent visit by IAEA Director-General Rafael Grossi to
Tehran enabled a ‘technical understanding’ to postpone Iran’s withdrawal from the Additional
Protocol (that it had voluntarily accepted in 2015) by three months. Moreover, Iranian elections
are due in June and it is likely that President Hassan Rouhani’s successor may not be from the
‘moderate’ camp. Though the nuclear dossier is controlled by the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, he too had to wait for the moderate Rouhani/Zarif combine to be elected in 2013 for
the JCPOA negotiations to commence.

If the U.S. waits for Iran to return to full compliance before lifting sanctions or Iran waits for the
U.S. to restore sanctions relief before returning to full compliance, it can only lead to one
outcome — the collapse of the JCPOA with Iran going nuclear like North Korea; an outcome that
would create major reverberations in the region and beyond. Only good intentions will not be
enough to overcome this impasse.

The Biden administration has made a good start by appointing Robert Malley as the U.S.
Special Envoy for Iran but he will need help. Positive steps along multiple tracks are necessary
for creating a conducive atmosphere. Release of European and American nationals currently in
custody in Iran would help. Clearing Iran’s applications to the International Monetary Fund for
COVID-19 relief and for supply of vaccines under the international COVAX facility can be done
relatively easily. Oman’s quiet facilitation helped create a positive environment for the JCPOA.
After the Al Ula summit, Qatar and Kuwait too are well placed to play a diplomatic role and
together, they can urgently explore the possibilities for forward movement in Yemen, with help
from the EU and the UN Secretary General’s Special Envoy, Martin Griffiths.
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The E-3/EU need to fast track deals worth several hundred million euros stuck in the INSTEX
pipeline, with a visible nod from the U.S.. Not all U.S. sanctions can be lifted instantly, but
reversing Mr. Trump’s Executive Order of May 8, 2018 is possible as also removing sanctions
on Iranian political leaders; both would send a positive signal. If not with Iran, the U.S. should
share with the E-3/EU a 45-60 day time frame for progressive restoration of sanctions relief.
Meanwhile, Iran needs to refrain from any further nuclear brinkmanship. The IAEA and the E-
3/EU should work on a parallel reversal of steps taken by Iran to ensure full compliance with the
JCPOA. Brussels has long wanted to be taken seriously as an independent foreign policy actor;
it now has the opportunity to take a lead role.

Rakesh Sood is a former diplomat and currently Distinguished Fellow at the Observer Research
Foundation
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RECALIBRATING RELATIONS WITH EU
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

The Atmanirbhar Bharat programme and the Budget 2021-22 have set the tone and tenor to
bolster supply chains and achieve self-reliance. A self-reliant India, however, cannot be
economically insular. Realising the vision of a self-reliant India would entail localising an
increasing share of value added along supply chains through investments and phase-wise
reduction of import tariffs with strategic partners such as the European Union (EU).

India has an untapped export potential of $39.9 billion in the EU and Western Europe. The top
products with export potential include apparel, gems and jewellery, chemicals, machinery,
automobile, pharmaceuticals and plastic. India benefits from tariff preferences under the EU’s
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) for several of these products. In fact, India is among
the major beneficiaries of the EU’s GSP, with exports under the GSP valued at nearly $19.4
billion in 2019, accounting for nearly 37% of India’s merchandise exports to the EU.

However, there are several products where India has export potential in the EU, but these have
“graduated” or are at the brink of “graduation” under EU GSP. Product graduation applies when
average imports of a product from a beneficiary country exceed 17.5% of EU-GSP imports of the
same product from all beneficiary countries over three years. India’s exports of products such as
textiles, inorganic and organic chemicals, gems and jewellery, iron, steel and their articles, base
metals and automotives are already out of the ambit of EU-GSP benefits.

There is also a likelihood of losing EU-GSP benefits in other categories such as apparel, rubber,
electronic items, sports goods and toys due to product graduation. In apparel, India’s exports to
the EU were valued at $7 billion in 2019, of which nearly 94% was under EU-GSP, indicative of
the impact that the graduation may have on apparel exports. Meanwhile, India’s competitors in
apparel exports such as Bangladesh would continue to receive tariff benefits in the EU under
Everything but Arms Initiative. Another competitor, Vietnam, concluded a free trade agreement
(FTA) with the EU in 2019. In light of the declining preferential access and the plausible erosion
of competitiveness in the EU market, there is clearly a need to deepen trade and investment ties
with the region.

India’s negotiation for a Broad-based Trade and Investment Agreement, which commenced in
2007, is yet to materialise due to lack of concurrence in areas like automotives and dairy and
marine products. India’s cautious approach to FTAs derives from its past experience of an
unequal exchange of benefits in several FTAs signed by the country. Therefore, a thorough
assessment of the benefits from FTA for domestic producers is warranted, with due
consideration to the impact on sensitive sectors, and possibility of inclusion of safeguards such
as sunset clause on concessions for some items.

Further, there should also be provisions for aspects such as investment and non-tariff measures
(NTMs). China has already negotiated a comprehensive agreement on investment. India also
needs to negotiate on investment-related aspects with the EU to enhance bilateral investments
and foster stronger value chains, especially in technology-intensive sectors in which the EU has
a comparative advantage. As far as NTMs are concerned, India faces as many as 414 NTMs in
the EU, in a wide array of sectors. FTAs have some institutional arrangements for NTMs. India
should critically review the availability of such arrangements in its negotiations, as also their
operationalisation and effectiveness.

Post-Brexit EU finds itself in the midst of a growing need for recalibrating ties with its partner
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countries. Forging stronger ties with the region through a mutually beneficial agreement could
help strengthen Indian manufacturing and revitalise the flailing exports.

Jahanwi Singh and Neha Raman are economists with India Exim Bank. Views are personal
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AN UNUSUAL NEW MEDIA CODE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

This week, the Australian Parliament passed a world-first law targeting Google and Facebook.
The lead up to the bill pitted the government against two of the world’s largest corporations and
the discussion reached the world’s top leaders: the U.S. President weighed in and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison discussed it. At the peak of
the crisis, Facebook blocked all Australian users from posting or viewing any news on the
platform. The law matters because it is likely to be copied by countries around the world, but
there are some limitations to what has been agreed in Australia and opportunities for others to
try alternative solutions.

So, what is the law all about? The Mandatory Bargaining Code is an unusual piece of policy. It
attempts to address two problems in one hit: how to tax large, multinational technology
companies; and how to ensure that Australia maintains a strong, independent media. The code’s
solution is to mandate transfer payments from the tech companies to news media organisations.
At this point you could be forgiven for thinking: ‘But isn’t Australia a market economy?’ And that’s
one of the most perplexing aspects of the new law. What it effectively does is require one
industry to pay money to an unrelated industry. This is like forcing computer manufacturers to
sustain typewriter manufacturers.

The underlying assumption is that Google and Facebook derive benefit and revenue by helping
users access links to news stories. That is true to an extent, but by that logic every single
business that receives a referral from a platform should be paid for it. If I searched the menu of a
local restaurant, Google would have to pay that restaurant for my action. That model ignores the
benefit businesses derive from the referral business, creates odd incentives and is not scalable.

The other unusual feature of the law is that it doesn’t apply to any company. The intention
behind the legislation was to use it as a threat rather than to have it actually apply to the
companies. In this respect it’s a little like a democratic version of a shakedown. If the companies
don’t agree to pay news media outlets enough money in private deals, they face the risk of being
designated by the Minister and forced to abide by the code. The code’s mandatory provisions
are so onerous that the tech companies are highly incentivised to make generous payments to
media companies to avoid the provisions. The payments agreed to in private deals can easily
exceed revenue actually generated by the platform from displaying the news links. This is
because the amounts they would be forced to pay under the code would likely be far higher, so it
is better to overpay outside the scheme than risk falling under it.

As you might suspect, a law that proposes giving news organisations money for doing nothing
new was received well among news businesses. Politically, it was an astute way to go after the
tech giants because there was not a dissenting voice to be heard in the Australian mainstream
media. The downside was that it meant there was little exploration of alternative policy
approaches, or some of the longer-term consequences of the code.

Some might say, that might be true, but a strong independent media is the lifeblood of
democracy and the tech companies need to pay more tax, so if a clunky policy solution is the
price of getting there, I’m okay with that.

There is no doubt that societies around the world need to ensure they can sustain strong,
independent news media. There are also lots of reasoned policy discussions on the best way to
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tax digital service companies. So, what are the alternatives?

A former Australian Prime Minister has mounted the public case that a tax on digital advertising
would be a better way to go. This could cover all online advertising or just advertising platforms
of a certain size. That would provide a scalable way to tax the platforms without creating the
precedent of having one industry subsidising another.

On the issue of supporting news media, the new Australian law has one advantage in that it
removes government from the role of deciding which outlets get cash injections. This removes
the obvious conflict that government would have to hand out money to the least critical news
outlets, defeating the whole purpose of the exercise. But as many governments that fund public
broadcasters have learnt through bitter experience, there are effective ways of funding
independent journalism at arm’s length.

The law is understandably going to be of great interest to media organisations everywhere, keen
to copy their Australian counterparts and fill their coffers with some tech company cash. But it
would be a shame if the rush for cash got in the way of a discussion of other approaches that
could be explored.

Fergus Hanson is the Director at the Australian Strategic Policy Institute and the author of
‘Internet Wars’
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REVIVING THE IRAN DEAL: ON BIDEN ATTEMPT TO
REVIVE JCPOA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

U.S. President Joe Biden’s attempts to revive the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
better known as the Iran nuclear deal, have not seen any breakthrough with both sides waiting
for the other to blink. The Biden administration says it would return to the deal if Iran starts
complying with its terms. Tehran, on the other side, asks the U.S., which unilaterally quit the
deal under the Donald Trump administration in May 2018, to return to the agreement first and lift
sanctions on Iran. The EU’s efforts to organise direct U.S.-Iran talks were also unsuccessful as
Tehran reportedly rejected the offer. Iran has also accelerated its nuclear programme. This
game of chicken continues as the clock is ticking. Iran will elect a new President in June.
Hassan Rouhani, who bet his presidency on the deal — only to be repudiated by Mr. Trump —
cannot stand in a third consecutive election. There is no guarantee that a moderate like Mr.
Rouhani would be elected this time. And it is not a secret that there is considerable opposition
among the hardliners, a powerful constituency, towards any kind of engagement with the U.S.
Mr. Biden’s best bet is to get the nuclear agreement back on track before Mr. Rouhani leaves
office.

To be sure, Mr. Biden has moved with a sense of urgency after assuming power. He appointed
a special envoy for Iran, showed signs of rebalancing ties with Saudi Arabia, and sent clear
signals to Tehran about America’s desire to get back to the deal. But these actions do not seem
to be enough to rebuild the trust after the acrimonious Trump years. Some of Iran’s concerns are
genuine. After the September 11, 2001 terrorist attack, Iran had cooperated with the U.S. in the
war against the Taliban. But once the Taliban were driven out of power, the Bush administration
branded Iran as part of an “Axis of Evil” along with Iraq and North Korea. As President Barack
Obama offered diplomacy, the Iranians grabbed the opportunity, leading to the signing of the
JCPOA in 2015. And Iran was fully compliant with the agreement when Mr. Trump pulled the
U.S. out of it. So Iran would seek some consistency in U.S. policy. But Iran is also in a tough
spot. Hit by sanctions and a devastating COVID-19 outbreak, its economy is bleeding. It had
violently cracked down on protests in 2019-20, the embers of which are still burning. Its regional
operations took a hit after Qasem Soleimani was assassinated by the U.S. in January 2020. Its
assets in Syria are under repeated air strikes by Israel. Last week, the U.S. had also bombed
pro-Iranian militants in Syria. Both sides are under pressure. Both sides need the deal — the
U.S. wants to scuttle Iran’s nuclear programme and Iran wants relief from sanctions. They
should stick to the diplomatic path for a breakthrough.
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INDIA, JAPAN BACK IN SRI LANKA PORT PROJECT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Japan

The deal had been signed by the former Maithripala Sirisena-Ranil Wickremesinghe
government. The February 1 decision came amid mounting opposition from port worker unions
and sections of the clergy to “foreign involvement” in the country’s national assets.

The Rajapaksa government has offered India and Japan the WCT as an alternative, allowing
higher stakes. In the ECT project agreed upon earlier, the Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) was
to hold majority 51%, but in the WCT proposal, India and Japan will be accorded 85% stake, as
is the case in the nearby Colombo International Container Terminal (CICT), where China
Merchants Port Holdings Company Limited holds 85%, the government said.

Asked how authorities had convinced the unions of foreign investment at another terminal in the
same port, Mr. Rambukwella said their opposition was specific to the ECT, which was partially in
use. The terminal’s further development, which is now to be undertaken by the Sri Lanka Port
Authority (SLPA), is aimed at augmenting operations at an estimated cost of upto $700 million.

The West Container Terminal, however, has to be built from scratch, requiring a much higher
investment.

The WCT is adjacent to the China-run CICT and just a couple of kilometres away from the
China-backed Port City being built on reclaimed land, making it a strategically desirable spot for
India, whose concerns over China’s presence in Sri Lanka are well known.

Colombo’s alternative offer also comes at a time when Sri Lanka is seeking support at the
ongoing UN Human Right Council session, where a resolution on the country's rights record will
soon be put to vote. The government recently wrote to Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Asked if
the two developments were linked, Mr. Rambukwella said they were “two different areas — one
is commercial, other one, more of international relations.” On the resolution, he said: “I think
India would stand with the right group, and take correct measures to support us.”
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‘PAK. NEEDS LEGISLATION TO MEET FATF
BENCHMARKS’

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: FATF

Pakistan will have to make further legislation on at least two counts to meet three outstanding
benchmarks of the 27-point action plan of the global money laundering and terrorist financing
watchdog FATF before the new June deadline, a media report said on Tuesday.

The Paris-based Financial Action Task Force (FATF) placed Pakistan on the grey list in June
2018 and asked Islamabad to implement a plan of action to curb money laundering and terror
financing by the end of 2019 but the deadline was extended later on due to COVID-19
pandemic.

The new deadline was set by the watchdog last month.

Pakistan has been scrambling in recent months to avoid being added to a list of countries
deemed non-compliant with anti-money laundering and terrorist financing regulations by the
FATF, a measure that officials here fear could further hurt its ailing economy.

The Dawn newspaper reported that the government will have to submit an updated report within
a month to the FATF on the progress on legislation and other steps to be taken to address the
outstanding concerns.

It was observed that Pakistan had made progress over the past two years.

The additional legislation has to cover some weaknesses in the existing framework that limited
the authorities from taking action, including imposing sanction or apprehending those acting for
or on behalf of designated terrorist entities or individuals and prosecuting targeted persons and
entities or those working for them, within certain deadlines.

The three outstanding action points include demonstrating that Terrorism Financing (TF)
investigations and prosecutions target persons and entities acting on behalf or at the direction of
the designated persons or entities and demonstrating that TF prosecutions result in effective,
proportionate and dissuasive sanctions.

Thirdly, Pakistan has to demonstrate effective implementation of targeted financial sanctions
against all designated terrorists, specifically those acting for or on their behalf, the report said.
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CABINET APPROVES MEMORANDUM OF
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN INDIA AND FRANCE ON
RENEWABLE ENERGY COOPERATION

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi was apprised of the
signing of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and French Republic in the field
of renewable energy cooperation.  The MoU was signed in January 2021.

The objective of the MoU is to establish the basis for promotion of bilateral cooperation in the
field of new and renewable energy on the basis of mutual benefit, equality and reciprocity.  It
covers technologies relating to solar, wind, hydrogen and biomass energy.

The MoU entails:

· exchange and training of scientific and technical personnel;

· exchange of scientific and technological information and data;

· organization of workshops and seminars; transfer of equipment, know-how and technology;

· development of joint research and technological projects.

This MoU will help in the development of technological know-how in the field of Renewable
Energy and thereby aid the process of attaining the ambitious target of 450 GW of installed
Renewable Energy capacity by 2030.

***

DS
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covers technologies relating to solar, wind, hydrogen and biomass energy.
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This MoU will help in the development of technological know-how in the field of Renewable
Energy and thereby aid the process of attaining the ambitious target of 450 GW of installed
Renewable Energy capacity by 2030.

***
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CABINET APPROVES MEMORANDUM OF
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN INDIA AND FIJI FOR
COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF AGRICULTURE AND
ALLIED SECTORS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has approved the signing
of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers'
Welfare of the Republic of India and Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Fiji for cooperation
in the field of Agriculture and Allied Sectors.

The MoU between India and Fiji provides for cooperation in the following areas:

Under the MoU, a Joint Working Group (JWG) will be constituted to set down procedures and
plan and recommend programs of cooperation towards achieving its aims through the Executing
agencies of the two countries. The JWG will hold its meeting alternately in India and Fiji once in
every two year.

This MoU will come into effect on the date of its signing and will remain in force for a period of
5(five) years.

******

DS
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INDIA AND NORWAY AGREE TO CONDUCT MARINE
SPATIAL PLANNING IN LAKSHADWEEP AND
PUDUCHERRY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

India and Norway have agreed to jointly work in the area of marine spatial planning in the
oceanic space for the next five years. In this regard, the first project steering committee meeting
with representatives from both the countries was successfully conducted virtually recently, after
which the two countries have charted out a plan to ensure that human activities at sea take
place in an efficient, safe, and sustainable manner in areas such as energy, transportation,
fisheries, aquaculture, tourism etc. across  multiple sectors.This is a part of the Indo-Norway
Integrated Ocean Initiative under the Memorandum of Understanding signed between the two
countries in 2019. Lakshadweep and Puducherry have been identified as pilot sites for the
project. 

The two countries have decided to extend support for sustainable ocean resources utilisation to
advance economic and social development in coastal areas. The initiative known as Marine
Spatial Planning (MSP) will be implemented by the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) through
National Centre for Coastal Research (NCCR) for India. In its primary phase, NCCR will
develop a marine spatial planning framework for Puducherry and Lakshadweep. These sites
have been chosen for the pilot project in view of their setups with unique opportunities for
multiple sectors (such as industries, fisheries, and tourism) to flourish. The Government of
India's initial investments for undertaking the studies and planning are estimated to be around
INR 8-10 crores per annum. In the future, marine spatial planning framework of these two
environmentally critical areas can be replicated to other coastal regions of the country. Notably,
the World Bank and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) have expressed
interest in supporting MoES in conducting MSP, a societal-beneficial initiative for India's
coastal regions.

The MSP initiative will be implemented by MoES and the Norwegian Environment Agency
through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Norway. Earlier, NCCR had developed coastal
management plans for Chennai, Goa, and Gulf of Kachchh which proved very successful.
Now, the MSP initiative will aid development of multiple economic sectors and stakeholders in
greater number of coastal areas of the country.

In addition to MoES, the first project steering committee meeting was attended by
representatives from several stakeholder ministries namely Ministry of Environment, Forests,
and Climate Change; Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Ministry of External Affairs; Ministry of
Shipping; Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries; Ministry of Fisheries,Animal Husbandry and
Dairying; Ministry of Tourism; and state governments of Tamil Nadu and Lakshadweep.

The Government of India’s vision of New India by 2030 highlights blue economy as one of
the ten core dimensions of growth. MSP is globally identified as a tool for sustainable
andintegrated ocean management. It is a noted area for work in India’s (draft) Blue Economic
Policy being developed by MoES.

***

NB/KGS/(MoES Release)
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India and Norway have agreed to jointly work in the area of marine spatial planning in the
oceanic space for the next five years. In this regard, the first project steering committee meeting
with representatives from both the countries was successfully conducted virtually recently, after
which the two countries have charted out a plan to ensure that human activities at sea take
place in an efficient, safe, and sustainable manner in areas such as energy, transportation,
fisheries, aquaculture, tourism etc. across  multiple sectors.This is a part of the Indo-Norway
Integrated Ocean Initiative under the Memorandum of Understanding signed between the two
countries in 2019. Lakshadweep and Puducherry have been identified as pilot sites for the
project. 

The two countries have decided to extend support for sustainable ocean resources utilisation to
advance economic and social development in coastal areas. The initiative known as Marine
Spatial Planning (MSP) will be implemented by the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) through
National Centre for Coastal Research (NCCR) for India. In its primary phase, NCCR will
develop a marine spatial planning framework for Puducherry and Lakshadweep. These sites
have been chosen for the pilot project in view of their setups with unique opportunities for
multiple sectors (such as industries, fisheries, and tourism) to flourish. The Government of
India's initial investments for undertaking the studies and planning are estimated to be around
INR 8-10 crores per annum. In the future, marine spatial planning framework of these two
environmentally critical areas can be replicated to other coastal regions of the country. Notably,
the World Bank and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) have expressed
interest in supporting MoES in conducting MSP, a societal-beneficial initiative for India's
coastal regions.

The MSP initiative will be implemented by MoES and the Norwegian Environment Agency
through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Norway. Earlier, NCCR had developed coastal
management plans for Chennai, Goa, and Gulf of Kachchh which proved very successful.
Now, the MSP initiative will aid development of multiple economic sectors and stakeholders in
greater number of coastal areas of the country.

In addition to MoES, the first project steering committee meeting was attended by
representatives from several stakeholder ministries namely Ministry of Environment, Forests,
and Climate Change; Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Ministry of External Affairs; Ministry of
Shipping; Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries; Ministry of Fisheries,Animal Husbandry and
Dairying; Ministry of Tourism; and state governments of Tamil Nadu and Lakshadweep.

The Government of India’s vision of New India by 2030 highlights blue economy as one of
the ten core dimensions of growth. MSP is globally identified as a tool for sustainable
andintegrated ocean management. It is a noted area for work in India’s (draft) Blue Economic
Policy being developed by MoES.

***
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INDIA - SWEDEN VIRTUAL SUMMIT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of the King-dom of Sweden H.E. Stefan
Löfven today held a Virtual Summit where they discussed bilateral issues and other regional and
multilateral issues of mutual interest.

Prime Minister Modi expressed solidarity with the people of Sweden in the wake of the violent
attack on 3rd March and prayed for early recov-ery of the injured.

The Prime Minister fondly recalled his 2018 visit to Sweden for the first India-Nordic Summit,
and the India visit of Their Majesties the King and Queen of Sweden in December, 2019.

Both the leaders underlined that the longstanding close relations between India and Sweden
were based on shared values of democracy, rule of law, pluralism, equality, freedom of speech,
and respect for human rights. They reaffirmed their strong commitment to work for multilateral-
ism, rules-based international order, counter terrorism and peace and se-curity. They also
acknowledged the growing salience of India’s partnership with the European Union and EU
countries.

The two leaders reviewed the extensive ongoing engagement between India and Sweden, and
expressed satisfaction at the implementation of the Joint Action Plan and Joint Innovation
Partnership agreed during Prime Minister Modi’s visit to Sweden in 2018. They explored
avenues of further diversifying the themes under the rubric of these partnerships.

Prime Minister Modi welcomed Sweden’s decision to join the International Solar Alliance (ISA).
The leaders also noted the growing member-ship of the India-Sweden joint initiative – the
Leadership Group on Indus-try Transition (LeadIT) that was launched during the UN Climate
Action Summit in September 2019 in New York.

The two leaders also discussed the Covid-19 situation including the vaccination drive and
stressed the need for vaccine equity by providing urgent and affordable access to vaccines
across all nations.

***

DS/AK

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of the King-dom of Sweden H.E. Stefan
Löfven today held a Virtual Summit where they discussed bilateral issues and other regional and
multilateral issues of mutual interest.

Prime Minister Modi expressed solidarity with the people of Sweden in the wake of the violent
attack on 3rd March and prayed for early recov-ery of the injured.

The Prime Minister fondly recalled his 2018 visit to Sweden for the first India-Nordic Summit,
and the India visit of Their Majesties the King and Queen of Sweden in December, 2019.

Both the leaders underlined that the longstanding close relations between India and Sweden
were based on shared values of democracy, rule of law, pluralism, equality, freedom of speech,
and respect for human rights. They reaffirmed their strong commitment to work for multilateral-
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ism, rules-based international order, counter terrorism and peace and se-curity. They also
acknowledged the growing salience of India’s partnership with the European Union and EU
countries.

The two leaders reviewed the extensive ongoing engagement between India and Sweden, and
expressed satisfaction at the implementation of the Joint Action Plan and Joint Innovation
Partnership agreed during Prime Minister Modi’s visit to Sweden in 2018. They explored
avenues of further diversifying the themes under the rubric of these partnerships.

Prime Minister Modi welcomed Sweden’s decision to join the International Solar Alliance (ISA).
The leaders also noted the growing member-ship of the India-Sweden joint initiative – the
Leadership Group on Indus-try Transition (LeadIT) that was launched during the UN Climate
Action Summit in September 2019 in New York.

The two leaders also discussed the Covid-19 situation including the vaccination drive and
stressed the need for vaccine equity by providing urgent and affordable access to vaccines
across all nations.
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INDIA WANTS CHABAHAR PORT ON KEY CORRIDOR
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- West Asia

A view of the port in the city of Chabahar, Iran.AFPAFP  

India wants Chabahar port to be included in the 13-nation International North South Transport
Corridor that extends from India to Russia, and expand INSTC membership by including
Afghanistan and Uzbekistan, said External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and Ports and Shipping
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya on Thursday. Pitching for Chabahar in the INSTC which goes via
Iran’s biggest port Bandar Abbas, Mr. Jaishankar proposed that the land route via Kabul and
Tashkent would form the INSTC’s “Eastern corridor”.

“Establishing an eastern corridor through Afghanistan would maximise its potential. India has
also proposed the inclusion of Chabahar in the INSTC route. I am hopeful that during the INSTC
Coordination Council meeting, member states would agree to the expansion of the INSTC route
to include the Chabahar Port and also agree on expanding the membership of this project,” Mr.
Jaishankar said at a “Chabahar Day” event organised as part of the 3-day “Maritime India”
summit that was conducted virtually. The event saw participation from several regional officials
including infrastructure Ministers from Afghanistan, Armenia, Iran, Kazakhstan, Russia and
Uzbekistan. The Port has already handled 123 vessels and 18 lakh tons of cargo, said an official
statement issued after the conference, which include trans-shipments from “Russia, Brazil,
Thailand, Germany, Ukraine and the UAE”.

Predicting that Chabahar will change the “geo-economy” of the region, Iran’s Minister of Roads
and Urban Development Mohammed Eslami called for assistance from India in developing the
project, both through the provision of cranes and other equipment at the port as well as rail
tracks, signal and switching equipment for the Chabahar-Zahedan railway project.

Credit lines

“I hope we can enjoy more credit lines allocated by India for equipping the port as well as
completion of infrastructure projects of transport networks related to it,” Mr. Eslami said at the
conference.

“India has participated in the first phase of development of Shahid Beheshti port of Chabahar
and we are now witnessing the supplying of equipment. It deems necessary for the Indian
operator to facilitate the process of supplying the remaining equipment,” he said.

Asked about the possibility of including Chabahar in the corridor, an Iranian official said Iran
would “welcome it”, but that it is the INSTC governing council that would have to review the
proposal.
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UN TELLS MYANMAR MILITARY TO STOP
‘MURDERING’ PROTESTERS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

Michelle Bachelet  

At least 54 people have been killed and over 1,700 detained since Myanmar’s February 1 coup,
the United Nations rights chief said on Thursday.

The comments come after the deadliest day of protests in Myanmar, with at least 38 dead on
Wednesday in rallies where security forces were seen firing at crowds.

UN rights chief Michelle Bachelet urged security forces to “halt their vicious crackdown on
peaceful protesters”.

“Myanmar’s military must stop murdering and jailing protesters,” she said in a statement. “It is
utterly abhorrent that security forces are firing live ammunition against peaceful protesters
across the country,” she added. Ms. Bachelet said she was “appalled at the documented attacks
against emergency medical staff and ambulances attempting to provide care to those who have
been injured”.

The UN rights office said it had corroborated information that at least 54 people had been killed
since February 1. “The actual death toll, however, could be much higher as these are the figures
the office has been able to verify,” it said.

Since the coup, more than 1,700 people have also been “arbitrarily arrested and detained in
relation to their participation in protests or engagement in political activity”, the statement said.

At least 700 people were detained on Wednesday alone, with many of them reportedly swept up
as soldiers and police conducted door-to-door searches. Those arrested include
parliamentarians, political and rights activists, election officials, teachers, healthcare workers,
journalists and monks, it said.

“Many of the arbitrary arrests and detentions that have been carried out since February 1 may
constitute enforced disappearances,” Ms. Bachelet said, calling for the release of all those who
remain arbitrarily detained.
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CHINA CLEARS NEW DAMS ON BRAHMAPUTRA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

China’s media reported in November that State-owned hydropower company POWERCHINA
had signed “a strategic cooperation agreement” with the Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR)
government to “implement hydropower exploitation in the downstream of the Yarlung Zangbo
River”.

In 2015 China operationalised its first hydropower project at Zangmu in Tibet, while three other
dams at Dagu, Jiexu and Jiacha are being developed, all on the upper and middle reaches of
the river. While POWERCHINA is not the first hydropower company to push for dams
downstream and previous plans did not pass technical feasibility studies because of concerns
over the environmental impact, the inclusion of the projects in the draft FYP suggests a high-
level sanction has been given.

Yan Zhiyong, POWERCHINA’s chairman, told a conference of the China Society for
Hydropower Engineering last year “there is no parallel in history” to the plans and the
downstream reaches of the river offered “a historic opportunity for the Chinese hydropower
industry”. Mr. Yan did not mention the location of the planned project but spoke about the
particular potential offered at the “Great Bend” of the Brahmaputra and at the Yarlung Zangbo
Grand Canyon in Medog county, where the river falls over a 2,000 metre-drop and turns sharply
to flow across the border into Arunachal Pradesh.

India has expressed concerns to China over the four planned dams on the upper and middle
reaches, though Indian officials have said the dams are not likely to greatly impact the quantity
of the Brahmaputra’s flows in India because they are only storing water for power generation,
and the Brahmaputra is not entirely dependent on upstream flows with an estimated 35% of its
basin in India. Dams on the lower reaches and at the Great Bend would, however, raise fresh
concerns because of the location across the border from Arunachal Pradesh and the potential
impact downstream.

Mr. Yan said the 50-km section at the Great Bend alone offered the potential of 70 million kWh
“which equals more than three Three Gorges power stations” and “will play a significant role in
realising China’s goal of reaching a carbon emissions peak before 2030 and carbon neutrality in
2060”, a target mentioned by Premier Li Keqiang on Friday at the opening of the NPC and also
highlighted in the draft outline.
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INDIA, CHINA NEED ‘ENABLING CONDITIONS’ TO
SETTLE DISPUTE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi on Sunday said India and China needed “to create enabling
conditions for the settlement” of the boundary dispute, even as he reiterated China’s view that
“the rights and wrongs” of last year’s crisis were clear.

His comments came at his annual press meet along the sidelines of the on-going convening in
Beijing of the National People’s Congress (NPC), the ceremonial Communist Party-controlled
legislature. Mr. Wang addressed China’s relations with the United States, the EU, Japan and
India, among other issues.

“The China-India relationship is essentially about how the world’s two largest developing
countries get along and pursue development and rejuvenation together,” he said in response to
a question on the on-going disengagement along the Line of Actual Control (LAC).

Mr. Wang reiterated the statement he made during a February 25 call with External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar that “the boundary dispute, an issue left from history, is not whole story of
the China-India relationship.” “It is important that two sides manage disputes properly and, at the
same time, expand and enhance cooperation to create enabling conditions for the settlement of
the issue,” he told reporters. “The rights and wrongs of what happened in the border area last
year are clear, so are the stakes involved. It again proves that initiating confrontation will not
solve the problem. Returning to peaceful negotiation is the right way forward. China’s position is
very clear. We are committed to settling the boundary dispute through dialogue and
consultation. At the same time, we are resolved to safeguard our sovereign rights and interests.”

India’s stand

India has conveyed a different message, underlining that without full disengagement along the
LAC, and then de-escalation, restoring normalcy in the relationship would not be possible.

The Ministry of External Affairs said on Friday complete disengagement “would allow both sides
to consider de-escalation of forces in Eastern Ladakh as that alone will lead to the restoration of
peace and tranquility and provide conditions for progress in our bilateral relationship.”

Since a February 20 meeting of military commanders that followed disengagement being
completed on the north and south banks of Pangong Lake, there has been no official word on
the progress in the Gogra-Hot Springs area and in Demchok. There are also long-running
tensions involving the blocking of patrols in Depsang, which officials said pre-dated the current
crisis. De-escalation also remains, with troops still present in large numbers in depth areas
beyond the LAC.

Mr. Wang said “it falls on both sides to solidify the existing consensus, strengthen dialogue and
communication, and improve various management mechanisms to jointly safeguard peace and
tranquility in the border area.”

“In the year ahead, we hope India will work with China to truly deliver on the important common
understanding reached by our leaders that both are not threats to each other, but opportunities
for each other’s development,” he said.
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The Chinese Foreign Minister said “on many important issues, our positions are the same or
close, due to similar national realities.” “Therefore, China and India are each other’s friends and
partners , not threats or rivals,” he said. “The two sides need to help each other succeed instead
of undercutting each other. We should intensify cooperation instead of harbouring suspicions of
each other.”
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INDIA, JAPAN COOL TO COLOMBO OFFER OF NEW
PORT PROJECT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Japan

Severed ties:Japan had reacted sharply to being removed from the MoC for the East Container
Terminal project.File photo  

Days after the Sri Lankan Vabinet decided to allocate Colombo’s West Container Terminal
(WCT) to an Adani Group consortium to compensate for cancelling the East Container Terminal
(ECT) agreement, previously signed by India and Japan, both New Delhi and Tokyo have
signalled their distancing from the decision.

“Our High Commission in Colombo has already conveyed to the Government of Sri Lanka
(GoSL) that their media release, in so far as their reference to the approval of the (Indian) High
Commission, is factually incorrect,” Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava said on Friday, speaking about the Cabinet notification issued on March 1
(https://www.dgi.gov.lk/news/cabinet-decisions) that had said the proposal presented by the
Adani group and Special Economic Zone Ltd, a consortium called APSEZ, had been “approved”
by the Indian High Commission.

“We understand that GoSL has engaged directly with investors on this project,” added Mr.
Srivastava, indicating that New Delhi had not been apprised of the negotiations directly.

The Japanese government has not yet responded officially to the Sri Lankan offer for the WCT,
but it had reacted sharply to being ousted from the previous Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC)
with India and Sri Lanka for the neighbouring ECT project, and had called the decision
“regrettable”.

“We (Japan) have been in touch with (governments of) India and Sri Lanka, but Japan has not
made any decision regarding the West Coast Terminal (WCT),” a senior diplomatic official told
The Hindu on Friday.

However, another diplomatic source said both India and Japan were keen to remain engaged in
Sri Lanka.

When it was signed in May 2019, the trilateral MoC between India, Japan and Sri Lanka for the
ECT was a government-to-government agreement, expected to send a strong strategic signal in
the region, as India and Japan planned to collaborate to fund and develop infrastructure projects
in South Asia, where thus far China had a bigger role. Japan is understood to have offered very
generous terms at the time, for a 40-year soft loan with a 0.1% interest rate to help fund the
ECT.

Japan’s reluctance to accept the WCT offer instead of the ECT could be a blow to the new
agreement, which is now a public-private partnership driven by the Adani group.

“In the Sri Lanka port project, Adani group is committed to make investment to the tune of $400
million (approximately Rs. 3,000 cr) to develop the terminal and other infrastructure,” a senior
Adani Group representative said in response to a query. He added that the investment would be
met from the company’s own resources, and not linked to funding from Japan.
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(With Inputs from Mahesh Langa in Ahmedabad)
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THE CONTOURS OF THE ENDGAME IN AFGHANISTAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

The peace process in Afghanistan has reached a critical turning point. As when then U.S.
President Barack Obama announced the exit of U.S. forces from Afghanistan (and the Taliban
famously exulted – ‘you may have the watches, but we have the time’), and more recently, when
the Doha Agreement was concluded a year ago between the U.S. Government and the Taliban.
Now, a more decisive step is in store.

Afghan social media and political circles are rife with details, corroborated by official sources in
Afghanistan, that the U.S. Secretary of State, Antony J. Blinken, has unveiled the initial
conclusions of the review by the United States of its strategy in Afghanistan in a letter he has
addressed simultaneously to Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani and the head of the Afghan
High Council for National Reconciliation of Afghanistan, Abdullah Abdullah. Mr. Ghani has been
virtually read the riot act by Mr. Blinken, whose letter confirms the intention to fully withdraw all
U.S. military forces from Afghanistan as early as May 1, as specified in the Doha Agreement.
Mr. Ghani has been warned that without them, the security situation will deteriorate and the
Taliban could make rapid gains.

Despite the Doha Agreement, the Taliban has not ended its ties with the al-Qaeda and other
similar terrorist groups. Nor have intra-Afghan negotiations progressed. The policy review
ordered in Washington DC by U.S. President Joe Biden has been shrouded in secrecy. What
appeared in the U.S. media indicates that some within the U.S. Administration are voicing the
need to defend American values. Protagonists in the Pentagon are passionate about keeping a
modicum of U.S. military presence in Afghanistan.

Mr. Biden has long held, even as Vice-President, that Pakistan is strategically more important to
the U.S. than Afghanistan, and that U.S. troops should be pulled out of the Afghan battlefield as
soon as possible. Donald Trump was doing nothing different from his predecessor, only in his
inimitable way, which Mr. Biden wishes to distance himself from and leave a narrative of orderly
exit.

The ongoing review had raised hopes in Kabul of a turnaround in U.S. policy. That is not
happening in substance. The U.S. is anxious to proceed to a final settlement rapidly on terms
visible from the very outset of the peace process. The continuation of Zalmay Khalilzad as the
Special Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation at the State Department was an early sign
that, in substance, U.S. policy is going to remain unaltered.

The U.S. maintains that its objective is to bring about a just and durable peace through political
negotiations in a manner that Afghanistan remains united, sovereign, and democratic, and
preserves the gains made over the past two decades. This is a tall order, as it contradicts the
abiding U.S. priority, to cut its losses and be out of Afghanistan at the earliest.

The conundrum for the U.S. is that it cannot disengage from Afghanistan, if that is its priority,
without accepting Pakistan’s terms. These would not be acceptable to Afghan patriots who want
freedom for Afghanistan to choose its political direction.

If training, combat support, and the supply of weapons are stopped from Pakistan, the Taliban
could be on its knees. The U.S. Government is wary but resigned about Pakistan’s negative
role. Instead of pressuring Pakistan, it is seeking Afghan acquiescence for a power-sharing
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arrangement with the Taliban, enabling the exit of U.S. soldiers.

The U.S. Government is advocating ‘a new, inclusive government’ in Afghanistan, which implies
an immediate 50% share for the Taliban in an interim government, as a quid pro quo for a
permanent and comprehensive ceasefire. This will be without reference to a mandate from the
people as elections will be held only in the future, after the principles guiding Afghanistan’s
future constitutional and governing arrangements are worked out.

As a prelude to the ceasefire, the U.S. has proposed to the Taliban to reduce violence for three
months, intended to head off the Taliban’s threatened spring offensive.

When the intra-Afghan negotiations envisaged under the Doha Agreement stalled, Russia
offered Moscow as an alternate venue. Instead, the United Nations is being asked to convene,
with Turkey being asked to host a meeting of foreign ministers or envoys from China, India, Iran,
Pakistan, Russia, and the U.S. to discuss a unified approach to supporting peace in
Afghanistan.

Mr. Ghani is being encouraged to work closely with a broad consultative group, for which the
core leaders identified are Abdullah Abdullah, former President Karzai, and an important former
Mujahideen commander, Professor Abdul Rasul Sayyaf. The objective of this exercise is to build
consensus on specific goals and objectives for negotiations with the Taliban on power-sharing,
governance, and essential supporting principles.

India remains fully committed to Afghanistan. Despite the policy flux there, bilateral relations are
flourishing. There have been frequent and productive high-level exchanges between Indian and
Afghan leaders. The Afghanistan acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mohammad Haneef Atmar,
is visiting New Delhi on March 22.

India is to be part of the future consultation process on Afghanistan. Invites to prominent elders
and senior Afghan leaders such as Abdullah Abdullah, Ustad Ata Muhammad Noor, and
General Abdul Rashid Dostum over the past few months have helped India reconnect with the
political spectrum in Afghanistan.

India has stayed the course with a long-term commitment to supporting state institutions in
Afghanistan, expanding its development partnership, working with all communities across the
country, and asking leaders of all Afghan ethnicities to remain together. That policy has been
well-received by most of the Afghan people and government, it was well-suited to the time, and it
has served India well.

The moment has now come to directly engage with those leaders on the ground who will
determine the course that the peace process will take. The patriotic Afghan people admire their
erstwhile leaders, President Najibullah and Commander Ahmad Shah Massoud, who were
committed to building the nation. Prints and postcards of their portraits are still popular in the
streets and bazaars of Kabul. Their photographs are displayed on the windscreens of many
Kabul taxis. Such people look to India as a friend and expect solidarity.

If the American plan results only in a ‘reduction in violence’ and not its complete cessation, and
U.S. forces are pulled out, India must step up to assist materially those who want to defend the
Afghan republic. It should explore commonalities with key countries in dealing with the rapidly
evolving situation. When in the late 1990s no country was willing to help the democratic forces in
Afghanistan, India and Iran had scaled up their support. That time is again at hand.

Jayant Prasad is a former Ambassador of India in Afghanistan and a former Director General of
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the Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2021-03-09

US, UK, 3 OTHER COURTS CONFIRM $1.4 BN CAIRN
ARBITRATION AWARD AGAINST INDIA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

New Delhi: Courts in five countries including the US and the UK have given recognition to an
arbitration award that asked India to return USD 1.4 billion to Cairn Energy plc - a step that now
opens the possibility of the British firm seizing Indian assets in those countries if New Delhi does
not pay, sources said.

Cairn Energy had moved courts in nine countries to enforce its USD 1.4 billion arbitral award
against India, which the company won after a dispute with the country's revenue authority over a
retroactively applied capital gains tax.

Of these, the December 21 award from a three-member tribunal at the Permanent Court of
Arbitration in the Netherlands has been recognised and confirmed by courts in the US, the UK,
Netherlands, Canada and France, three people with knowledge of the matter said.

Cairn has started the process to register the award in Singapore, Japan, the United Arab
Emirates and Cayman Islands, they said.

The registration of the award is the first step towards its enforcement in the event of the
government not paying the firm.

Once the court recognises an arbitration award, the company can then petition it for seizing any
Indian government assets such as bank accounts, payments to state-owned entities, airplanes
and ships in those jurisdictions, to recover the monies due to it, they said.

So far the government has not directly commented on honouring or challenging the Cairn
arbitration award, but Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had last week indicated of going in
for an appeal.

Cairn's shareholders, who include top financial institutions of the world, want the company to go
for enforcement action should New Delhi fail to pay it.

While the company spokesperson wasn't reachable for comments, Cairn had on Sunday stated
that it will "begin meetings this week with shareholders in the UK and US, with the international
arbitration award high on the agenda."

"The company met the Government of India last month and is taking all the necessary steps to
protect their shareholders’ interests," it had said.

The tribunal had on December 21 ruled that the government breached an investment treaty with
the UK and was therefore liable to return the value of shares it had seized and sold, dividend
confiscated and tax refund stopped to adjust a 10,247 crore tax demand.

Cairn in its filings to the courts in the nine countries is seeking "to confirm this final and binding
award under the New York Convention and commence enforcement proceedings to recover the
losses caused by (India's) unfair and inequitable treatment of their investments."
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After losing in the Supreme Court a case against levying tax on capital gains made in the 2007
sale by Hutchison of its India business to Vodafone for USD 11.2 billion, the government had in
2012 enacted legislation that gave it powers to tax such deals retrospectively.

Thereafter, the tax department raised demands on Vodafone as well as Cairn over alleged
capital gains it made on reorganising its India business prior to its listing.

But unlike Vodafone where no enforcement action was taken, it seized and sold Cairn's residual
stake in the India unit, confiscated dividends due from such holding, and stopped tax refund due
to it.

The Hague panel found that a 2012 law passed by the Indian Parliament was a new tax, not a
clarification of prior law that could be applied to earlier years.

Formally, the Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards, the
United Nations-backed document requires courts of contracting states to allow private
agreements for arbitration and to recognize and enforce resulting awards from other contracting
states.

The US and other courts have the authority to enforce arbitration agreements under the
convention.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had on March 5 indicated the government's intent to
appeal against the award when she said it is her "duty" to appeal in cases where the nation's
sovereign authority to tax is questioned.

But the December 21 ruling specifically made clear that the basis of the judgment was not a
challenge to the 2012 law, which gave the government powers to tax deals retrospectively, or
India's sovereign right to tax.

"The issue at stake is thus not a matter of domestic tax law; it is rather whether the fiscal
measures taken by the State, valid or not under its own tax laws, violate international law," the
tribunal had said.

Sources said the award is final and the merits cannot be appealed, and under Dutch law, the
grounds for setting aside an arbitral award are extremely narrow. These grounds include no
valid arbitration agreement, rules for composition not being observed, tribunal exceeding its
mandate, an award not signed or not reasoned and the order being contrary to public policy or
public morals.

The Cairn award was unanimous with all three judges, including one appointed by the Indian
government consenting. The 582-page order gave detailed reasoning on the very point of the
challenge brought by the Indian government, including the point that taxation did not form part of
the bilateral investment treaties.

This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text. Only
the headline has been changed.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-03-09

U.S. AGENCY PROBES FACEBOOK FOR ‘SYSTEMIC’
RACIAL BIAS IN HIRING, PROMOTIONS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

U.S. agency probes Facebook for ‘systemic’ racial bias in hiring, promotions.   | Photo Credit:
AFP

(Subscribe to our Today's Cache newsletter for a quick snapshot of top 5 tech stories. Click here
to subscribe for free.)

A U.S. agency investigating Facebook Inc for racial bias in hiring and promotions has
designated the probe as "systemic," attorneys for three job applicants and a manager who claim
the company discriminated against them told Reuters on Friday.

A "systemic" probe means the agency, the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission,
suspects company policies may be contributing to widespread discrimination.

The EEOC typically resolves disputes through mediation or allowing complainants to sue
employers. But agency officials designate a few cases "systemic," enabling investigators to rope
in specialists to analyse company data and potentially bring a broader lawsuit representing
entire classes of workers.

Facebook operations program manager Oscar Veneszee Jr. and two applicants denied jobs
brought a charge last July to the EEOC, and a third rejected applicant joined the case in
December. They have alleged Facebook discriminates against Black candidates and employees
by relying on subjective evaluations and promoting problematic racial stereotypes.

Also Read | Lawsuit accuses Amazon of 'systemic' racism in corporate offices

The designation of the EEOC's probe has not been previously reported.

The EEOC has not brought allegations against Facebook. Its investigation, which may last
months more, may not result in findings of wrongdoing. The agency declined to comment.

Facebook spokesman Andy Stone declined to comment on the status of the probe or specific
allegations but said that "it is essential to provide all employees with a respectful and safe
working environment."

"We take any allegations of discrimination seriously and investigate every case," he said.

The EEOC brought in systemic investigators by last August and received detailed briefing
papers from both sides over the last four months, said Peter Romer-Friedman, an attorney at
Gupta Wessler representing Veneszee and the job candidates.

Also Read | U.S. lawmakers aim to curtail face recognition even as the technology IDs Capitol
attackers

Employment law firms Mehri & Skalet and Katz Marshall & Banks also are helping the workers.

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/AFP/
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The EEOC's Baltimore, Pittsburgh and Washington offices are involved, attorneys from the firms
said.

Facebook's counsel, Covington & Burling, did not respond to a request for comment.

Increasing racial and gender diversity has been a persistent challenge for the nation's largest
tech companies, which at times have blamed a shortage of qualified candidates from
underrepresented groups. But tech workers have grown emboldened to publicly challenge that
notion and allege in formal complaints that biased employment practices cause disparities.

Also Read | U.N. decries police use of racial profiling derived from Big Data

Romer-Friedman said he and his colleagues told the EEOC in a submission last month that one
such Facebook policy is awarding employees bonuses of up to $5,000 when a candidate they
refer is hired. Referred candidates tend to reflect the makeup of existing employees,
disadvantaging Black professionals, he said.

Facebook said about 3.9% of its U.S. employees as of last June were Black.

David Lopez, a former EEOC general counsel now teaching at Rutgers University, said that
systemic investigations are significant because of the additional resources involved. When they
result in allegations of wrongdoing, multimillion-dollar settlements sometimes follow, he said,
citing recent cases against Dollar General Corp and Walmart Inc.

In the year ended last Sept. 30, 13 of the 93 EEOC merit lawsuits were systemic, according to
agency data.

Last December, the Justice Department accused Facebook of discriminating against U.S.
workers broadly, saying it gave hiring preference to temporary workers such as H-1B visa
holders.

Alphabet Inc's Google last month agreed to spend $3.8 million to settle U.S. government
allegations that it underpaid women and unfairly passed over women and Asians for job
openings.
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the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-03-11

INDO-UZBEKISTAN FIELD TRAINING EXERCISE
'DUSTLIK ' COMMENCES IN
RANIKHET(UTTARAKHAND)

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Central Asia

The India – Uzbekistan joint military exercise “DUSTLIK II” commenced today in Foreign
Training Node Chaubatia, Ranikhet (Uttarakhand). This is the Second Edition of annual bilateral
joint exercise of both armies. It will continue till 19th March 2021. The first edition of the exercise
was held at Uzbekistan in Nov 2019.

45 Soldiers each from Uzbekistan and Indian Army are participating in the exercise. Both
contingents will be sharing their expertise and skills in the field of counter terrorist operations in
mountainous/rural/urban scenario under UN mandate. The exercise will culminate into a 36
hours joint validation exercise scheduled from 17 to 18 March 21. The validation exercise will be
a test bed for the soldiers of both armies as they would be undergoing the challenges of actual
operations in such scenarios.

This joint exercise will definitely provide impetus to the ever growing military and diplomatic ties
between the two nations and also reflects the strong resolve of both nations to counter
terrorism.

 

AA,BSC,KR
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a test bed for the soldiers of both armies as they would be undergoing the challenges of actual
operations in such scenarios.

This joint exercise will definitely provide impetus to the ever growing military and diplomatic ties
between the two nations and also reflects the strong resolve of both nations to counter
terrorism.

 

AA,BSC,KR
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2021-03-11

VACCINE PASSPORTS FOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL?
HOW THEY WOULD WORK

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The idea of a vaccine passport would be to create an updated version of the so-called yellow
card, more formally known as the International Certificate of Vaccination or Prophylaxis, a WHO-
approved booklet documenting your past inoculations

With millions being vaccinated against Covid-19 every day, some political and business leaders
are suggesting nations can help get life back to normal by rolling out a so-called vaccine
passport: an easily accessible and verifiable certification that a person’s been inoculated. Private
companies are already beginning to look at making shots mandatory for people who want to get
on planes, cruise ships or attend events such as concerts. A handful of projects from
governments, private firms and international associations are currently underway. But the idea
raises scientific and ethical questions.

1. What’s the idea behind vaccine passports?

At the moment, many countries and airlines require proof that international travelers aren’t
infected with SARS-CoV-2, but regulations vary from place to place and so far there’s no
systematic requirement that people be vaccinated. The idea of a vaccine passport would be to
create an updated version of the so-called yellow card, more formally known as the International
Certificate of Vaccination or Prophylaxis, a World Health Organization-approved booklet
documenting your past inoculations. Given the prevalence, contagiousness and devastation of
Covid-19, many are suggesting the need for a more modern, digital and secure record. Ideally, it
would provide proof of vaccination status and document recent virus test results, which would
both reassure border agents and safeguard fellow travelers or event-goers. The demand for
such proof has led to falsified and counterfeit paper versions of vaccine certificates, according to
WHO spokeswoman Margaret Harris.

Also Read | The churn is on at the Kota factory

2. Who’s considering requiring proof of vaccination?

A handful of companies have begun mandating -- or hinting they will eventually require -- proof
of vaccination, foreshadowing what could become a more common practice. U.K.-based Saga
Cruises, part of an industry that was a prominent early victim of the pandemic, is already
requiring that passengers present proof they’ve been fully vaccinated before sailing. The chief
executive officer of Australian airline Qantas Airways Ltd., Alan Joyce, has said his company
plans to require international travelers entering or leaving Australia to present proof of
vaccination before boarding. Joyce said he expects other carriers to do the same. Ticketmaster,
which sells tickets to live events, has said it’s exploring options for event organizers who may
want to require attendees to present proof of inoculation; for instance, ticket-holders might be
able to link their vaccine record to their digital ticket.

3. Will countries require proof of vaccination for entry?

It’s possible, especially as more people get vaccinated. So far, the WHO doesn’t support it. Yet
the agency also recommends against imposing travel restrictions in response to pandemics, and

https://www.livemint.com/news/world/vaccine-passports-why-should-boomers-get-priority-treatment-11613043829419.html
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that advice has been widely ignored as countries slapped Covid-related flight bans on other
nations. Under the International Health Regulations, which are legally binding on the 196 states
that are party to it, only one vaccine -- against yellow fever -- is endorsed as a requirement for
entry into countries. In early February, the WHO recommended against adding Covid vaccines
for two reasons. First, it’s not clear such requirements would stop the cross-border spread of
SARS-CoV-2 since it’s not known yet how well the shots prevent people from transmitting the
virus, even if they aren’t sickened by it. Second, Covid vaccines are in limited supply. Last year,
the agency discouraged the introduction of “immunity passports" based on the presence of
antibodies, since there was no evidence people with antibodies couldn’t be re-infected.

4. What are the implications of the limited vaccine supply?

It means that entry requirements would bar the majority of people in the world without access to
Covid vaccines so far. Countries are entitled under the International Health Regulations to take
public health measures that go beyond WHO guidance, but only if they are non-discriminatory.
Some people worry that vaccine passports would create a vaccinated global elite while
exacerbating inequalities and creating an underclass that could be denied services and
prevented from crossing borders. Inequality has already worsened throughout the global
pandemic. The virus has been shown to have disproportionately affected people of color in
developed countries and those in the developing world who work without formal jobs or
contracts. Some academics have argued that vaccine passports risk exacerbating discrimination
based on race, nationality or access to smartphones, since many of the proposed applications
require one, and could raise privacy concerns. Scholars point out that universal, free access to
vaccines could mitigate some of these concerns. But at the moment, vaccine access still varies
wildly.

5. Who’s developing vaccine passports?

There are a number of private firms, organizations and governments backing or attempting to
create a workable vaccine passport. Technology companies Mvine and iProov have begun live-
testing a Covid-19 immunity and vaccination passport with financial support from Innovate U.K.
The World Economic Forum and the Commons Project, alongside the Rockefeller Foundation,
say they have convened more than 350 public and private sector leaders from 52 countries to
create a secure platform called CommonPass. The Israeli government offers a “green passport"
for those who have been vaccinated. The European Union is developing a certificate that has
been a priority for tourism-dependent members like Greece and Cyprus. China’s Foreign
Ministry said in March it will roll out health certificates for international travelers covering Covid
test results and vaccination records. And the International Air Transport Association is working
on a travel pass that would enable air passengers to comply with health-screening measures
required at their destinations.

6. Apart from barring the unvaccinated, how might border officials use vaccine
certificates?

Vaccine passports or certificates could be used as a way to loosen up current rules that bar
certain travelers, require arriving passengers to test negative for the virus and compel them to
quarantine upon arrival. Infectious-disease physicians from a dozen countries proposed in mid-
January that people who’ve completed a full course of Covid vaccination be allowed to travel
freely for a specified period -- probably six months -- until more is known about the duration of
protection the inoculations.

Click here to read the Mint ePaperMint is now on Telegram. Join Mint channel in your Telegram
and stay updated with the latest business news.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-03-11

QUAD: STRATEGIC OPPORTUNITY OR QUAGMIRE?
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

Indian Army fighter jets on the deck of an aircraft carrier during the second phase of the Malabar
naval exercise in the Arabian Sea on November 18, 2020. India, Australia, Japan and the U.S.
started the second phase of a strategic navy drill on November 17 >AF  

On March 5, the Indian media carried news reports, based on remarks by Australian Prime
Minister Scott Morrison, that the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, known briefly as Quad, would
soon meet at summit level, thus signalling the importance attached to this grouping by the Biden
administration. The Quad, which comprises the U.S., Japan, Australia and India, had in
February been described by the U.S. State Department as having “essential momentum and
important potential”.

India’s engagement with the Quad goes back to China’s expanding footprint in South Asia and
the Indian Ocean Region over the last few years. China’s ambitious Belt and Road Initiative,
proposing logistical connectivity across Eurasia and the Indian Ocean, rang alarm bells in India
as the projects were viewed as encroachments into India’s strategic space. India responded with
an upgradation of its naval capabilities and enhancement of ties with the Indian Ocean Region
littoral states and other major powers in the region.

Separately, largely as a result of their shared concerns relating to the rise of China, India has
been deepening its security ties with the U.S. Building on the initiatives of earlier administrations,
the Obama and Trump presidencies focused on interoperability of defence equipment and
training based on defence purchases, frequent land and sea exercises, and agreements
harmonising the two countries’ military doctrines and operations.

The U.S.’s focus on the west Pacific due to aggressive Chinese maritime activity gradually
pulled India into the ambit of the Indo-Pacific that views the western Pacific and the Indian
Ocean as an integrated geopolitical space. Besides the U.S. navy, India expanded its maritime
ties with other regional states, the most high-profile of the interactions being the Quad. Since
November 2017, the joint naval exercises of Quad members are being supplemented by
extensive consultations on security issues.

However, India’s involvement with the Quad was initially cautious due to its reluctance to join an
overt anti-China coalition. For instance, at the Shangri La Dialogue in June 2018, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi described the Indo-Pacific as a “geographical definition” and firmly denied it was
a “strategy” or a “club of limited members … directed against any country”. Despite this, in
September 2019, India agreed to elevate the Quad platform to ministerial level.

This had dire consequences. By affiliating with the U.S.-led maritime coalition, India ignored the
principal areas of its security concerns; as former National Security Adviser Shivshankar Menon
noted, “New Delhi and Washington see eye to eye on maritime strategy, but not on what to do
on the Asian mainland”. India is the only Quad member that is not in the west Pacific and the
only one that shares an undemarcated 3,500-km land border with China. From April 2020,
Indian and Chinese forces had their latest border face-off in Ladakh, abruptly ending a long
period of productive relations.

In retrospect, this confrontation appears to be China’s sharp response to the steady shift in
India’s regional posture in favour of an alignment with the U.S. and its allies against China,
particularly the increasing interoperability between the respective forces. China has given India a
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rude reminder that India’s security concerns lie in its northern borders, not the west Pacific.

The U.S. views China’s rise as a threat to the world order it has led since the Second World War
and is anxious to pull in allies to retard China’s ambitions and maintain its global hegemony.
Despite rhetoric relating to the promotion of a ‘rules-based’ world order (the rules being most
frequently violated by the U.S. itself), the Quad neither shares a strategic vision nor is it
animated by a shared agenda. This is obvious not only from its inability to deter China in the
west Pacific, but also by its members’ anxiety to maintain close ties with China.

Thus, in 2020 China became India’s number one trade partner, with two-way trade at $77 billion.
Again, China-U.S. trade continues to favour China — American investors hold $1 trillion of
Chinese equity, and 75% of U.S. companies in China say they will continue to invest there.

The Quad has a core structural problem as well in that it pivots around the U.S. The U.S. is a
super-power with global interests, but it is also self-centred in defining and pursuing its interests,
even as its policies experience major shifts due to government change or domestic lobbies.
Clearly, the Quad riles China as a hostile grouping, but hardly serves the security interests of its
members.

Not surprisingly, the stand-off at Ladakh has been a bitter experience for India: it has affirmed
the limits of India-U.S. security ties, the folly of Indian involvement in the Quad, and the need to
focus national attention and resources in areas of abiding interest for India — the border, the
neighbours and the Indian Ocean.

Ladakh also offers some valuable lessons for India. One, the rebuilding of ties with China will
have to be a priority concern. Though it will take time for trust to be restored, what will help will
be for India to dilute its focus on the Indo-Pacific and the Quad and accept that the borders and
the Indian Ocean are where its crucial interests lie.

Two, the Ladakh experience has highlighted certain deficiencies at home: the government
appears to be largely focused on reshaping the national ethos on the basis of a narrow and
exclusive political ideology that has raised doubts about India’s continued commitment to
democratic pluralism. It hardly needs reiteration that India’s capacities can only be built by a
united people committed to the national cause.

Finally, foreign policy cannot be a part-time concern of the national leadership; in terms of
priority and attention, it should be on a par with domestic affairs. While this approach is being
corrected, it should also be noted that India’s foreign policy has often been ad hoc, reactive and
short term, reflecting the absence of a broad strategic culture. As the global scenario gets more
complex and India’s ambitions increase, a cohesive strategic vision would give substance and
drive to India’s pursuit of its interests over the long term.

Ladakh offers a clear blueprint for the content and direction of national policy. Implementing it
will ensure that the martyrdom of our soldiers in the northern snows would not have been in
vain.

Talmiz Ahmad served as Indian Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, Oman, and the UAE
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U.S. PLAN FOR AFGHANISTAN RAISES CONCERNS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

The inclusion of India in the United States’s latest strategy of regional talks on Afghanistan was
welcome but it did not remove several misgivings New Delhi had about Washington’s policy over
the conflict that was revealed over the weekend during U.S. Special Envoy Zalmay Khalilzad’s
talks with External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and a letter written by U.S. Secretary of State
Anthony Blinken to Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani, sources said.

Mr. Khalilzad is understood to have apprised Mr. Jaishankar of Mr. Blinken’s missive, after which
he travelled to Islamabad for meetings with Pakistan’s Army Chief General Qamar Bajwa. He
“thanked Pakistani counterparts for their assistance and asked for Pakistan’s continued
commitment to the peace process,” U.S. State Department spokesperson Ned Price said.

According to the letter to Mr. Ghani, which was published by Afghan agency Tolo News, and has
not been denied by the U.S. or Afghan governments, Mr. Blinken’s plan is to ask the United
Nations to convene a meeting of “Foreign Ministers and Special Envoys from Russia, China,
Pakistan, Iran, India and the U.S.” to discuss a “unified approach” on Afghanistan.

For New Delhi, which has protested being left out of regional formulations in the past both in the
original Moscow process, and in the United Nation’s April 2020 “6+2+1” that included
Afghanistan’s “immediate neighbours” only, the U.S.’s suggestion is a relief. Even so, experts
question what such a group would achieve.

“It seems the U.S. just wants to accelerate its exit from the conflict by proposing this grouping at
the U.N. It is a mystery what the U.S. expects to discuss around a table with China, Russia, Iran
and Pakistan, all of which it is otherwise at odds with, and is seeking to contain or sanction. How
will it help India?” asked Kabir Taneja, Fellow at the Observer Research Foundation.

Equally puzzling is the U.S.’s plan to ask the government of Turkey to host a senior-level
meeting of “both sides in the coming weeks to finalise a peace agreement.”

Role for Turkey

Officials said the new emphasis for an Istanbul process over the current process in Doha, might
indicate a greater role for Turkey, as well as Turkish troops as a part of a proposed “NATO
stabilisation force”, something that New Delhi might have concerns about, given close ties
between Turkey and Pakistan.

Other parts of the Blinken letter and the Afghan policy proposals that have been outlined in Mr.
Khalilzad’s conversations could also be a source of concerns, some of which would be raised
during the coming visit of U.S. Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin to Delhi next week, although it is
unclear whether the first Quad summit, including U.S. President Joe Biden and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, expected to be held on March 12, will cover the U.S.’s latest moves in
Afghanistan.

For example, the U.S. has pushed for a road map to a “new, inclusive government” in Kabul,
which indicates its desire to replace Mr. Ghani’s government with an interim one that would
include the Taliban’s nominees. “There seems to be a certain inevitability in these proposals for
Afghanistan, which suggests that the U.S. has already decided that the Taliban has a legitimate
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place in Kabul,” an official told The Hindu .
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THE TALE OF TWO TERMINALS IN COLOMBO
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

Transhipment hub:The Colombo Port has five terminals at present, including the Chinese-run
CIC Terminal.  

In a Cabinet decision on February 1 this year, Sri Lanka booted India and Japan out of a 2019
deal to jointly develop the East Container Terminal (ECT) at the Colombo Port, as trade unions
and sections of the Buddhist clergy vehemently opposed foreign involvement in the strategic
national asset. Further, some raised questions about the possible conflict of interest, given that
the Adani Group operates about a dozen ports in India.

Both India and Japan expressed displeasure at the Sri Lankan government’s “unilateral”
decision.

As an alternative, the Rajapaksa administration offered the West Container Terminal (WCT) at
the Port to India and Japan for joint development on new terms, with higher stakes of 85 % for
the foreign partners. On March 1, the government approved a joint venture with the Adani
consortium to develop the WCT, on a build-operate-transfer basis for 35 years. But Sri Lanka’s
change in course has been far from smooth.

Both India and Japan have distanced themselves from the decision. New Delhi has termed
Colombo’s statement that the Indian High Commission had approved the Adani Group’s
proposal to develop the WCT “factually incorrect”. Japan is yet to name an investor, according to
Sri Lanka’s Cabinet spokespersons.

Colombo’s response

Asked about New Delhi’s reaction to Colombo’s March 1 Cabinet decision, spokesman Udaya
Gammanpila said on Tuesday, that the Indian government had “nominated” the Adani Group to
invest in the ECT. Therefore, the Sri Lankan government “assumed” that the Group was the
nominee for the WCT project too, as it was “the very same investment”, and only a “change in
investment location”.

Two projects

The Colombo Port has five terminals at present — South Asia Gateway Terminal (SAGT), Jaya
International Terminal (JCT), Colombo International Container Terminal (CICT), Unity Container
Terminal, and the ECT. The proposed WCT is to come up at the Port’s western end.

Although both ECT and WCT are located in the same port, there are crucial differences in their
proposed development.

The ECT is partially functional with a 600-metre quay wall, backyard, and gate complex. It
awaits further development to augment operations and cargo transfers, at an estimated cost of
$700-800 million. The WCT, on the other hand, exists only as an idea with no physical
infrastructure, such that its development would require greater investment and take more time to
be profitable.

In the ECT deal, the Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) was to hold a majority stake of 51%, while
Indian and Japanese investors were to hold 49% together. The more recent WCT deal that Sri
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Lanka’s Foreign Secretary called a “compromise” envisages 85% for the Indian and Japanese
investors, for 35 years, while the SLPA would hold the rest. The arrangement is similar to the
CICT, where China Merchants Port Holdings Company holds an 85% stake.

According to Cabinet spokesman Mr. Gammanpila, the “nationalist forces” as well trade unions
“strongly” view the ECT as “a strategically important terminal” and it should not be developed by
a company with a conflict of interest. “But WCT is not considered as important as the ECT,
therefore, their [Adani Group’s] experience in the port sector would be considered as a positive
factor, not a negative factor.”

Questions about the deal

In terms of foreign relations, the government’s abrupt exit from an existing international
agreement surprised, and even shocked, many. Domestically, too, the government faces several
questions.

While the government claims that a “majority” of trade unions are on board with the new
proposal, a section of unions see the WCT offer to India, as being as problematic as the former
ECT deal. Their opposition was principally to foreign involvement in national assets.

The government’s political rivals, including the main opposition party Samagi Jana Balawegaya
and the leftist-nationalist Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna are also opposing the decision, accusing
the government of back-tracking.

Implications

Industry representatives, who favoured private partnerships to develop the Colombo Port as an
international hub, are unconvinced of Colombo’s policy switch. Rohan Masakorala, maritime
shipping expert and CEO of the Shippers’ Academy Colombo, said it was “a big mistake”.
“Making the ECT a 100% public terminal without a partnership with international consortiums or
port operators is purely a political decision, not an economic one,” he said, adding that the move
could cost the Colombo Port in its efficiency in the medium to long term. “It also gives potential
investors here mixed signals, because the government’s position was volatile and not direction
driven,” he told The Hindu . The latest WCT proposal also begs the question that if there is no
governmental agreement from India or Japan this time, why didn’t Colombo choose the investor
through a competitive international bidding process? Observing that “ideally” Colombo should
have gone for such a bid, Mr. Masakorala said: “But we walked into a situation that required
damage control.”

Experts have for long maintained that if the Colombo Port is to become an international hub it
would need to collaborate with foreign shipping companies, port operators and logistics
companies. Especially because 81% of the total cargo arriving at the Colombo Port is
transhipment cargo, while only 19% accounts for domestic cargo. Over 70% of the transhipment
business is linked to the Indian market — a reason that successive governments cited for Indian
involvement in the terminal development projects.
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TOWARDS PEACE ON THE BORDER
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

In this photograph provided by the Indian Army, tanks pull back from the banks of Pangong Tso
lake region, in Ladakh along the India-China border on February 10, 2021.   | Photo Credit: AP

Things seem to be looking up for India in the neighbourhood. China has withdrawn its troops in
eastern Ladakh across the Line of Actual Control (LAC). Pakistan has voluntarily come forward
for a ceasefire across the Line of Control (LoC). The new U.S. administration has been issuing
positive statements.

This is the second time in the last few years that China has been forced to make a
reassessment of its ground strategy. Earlier in 2017, at Doklam where there was a 72-day
stand-off, mobilisation of Indian forces led to the withdrawal of Chinese equipment and troops
from the disputed area. It took almost 10 months for this to happen in Ladakh. It began at
Pangong Tso; Depsang Plains and Hot Springs are yet to see the withdrawal.

This can be attributed to a conspicuous shift in India’s strategy. Prior to 2014, India used to
engage in diplomacy and close matters through a quiet give and take in such conflicts along the
LAC. In 2013, India was allegedly forced to dismantle some military structures as a part of the
resolution process when China encroached into Depsang Valley. Indian troops used to generally
avoid a face-off. That was the kind of peace we managed to maintain along the LAC.

But under the new policy, the Indian forces practice active engagement on the ground while their
leadership engages in negotiations with their counterparts. This revised strategy of ‘proactive
diplomacy together with strong ground posturing’ seems to be working well with our northern
neighbour. Long ago, Chairman Mao Zedong had conveyed an important message to India
through his Premier, Zhou Enlai. In August 1962, Mao had asked his army commanders to
prepare for war with India. Zhou, a good friend of Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, reminded
Mao about the Panchsheel Treaty signed by the two countries, which mandated ‘peaceful
coexistence’ as the core principle. Mao told Zhou to convey to Nehru that India and China
should practice ‘armed coexistence’. This must always be remembered in dealings across the
LAC.

The LoC too has seen some pleasant manoeuvres. In a sudden development, the Director
Generals of Military Operations (DGsMO) of India and Pakistan decided on February 22 to
strictly implement the 2003 ceasefire agreement. Coming after one of the worst years of
ceasefire violations across the LoC (more than 5,000) and just before summer, this decision
must be a greatly reassuring one for peace. On its part, India has always demonstrated its
commitment to peace. A similar agreement was reached between the two DGsMO in 2018 too.
However, there were violations by Pakistan, including the Pulwama attack. Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan insisted that there would be no engagement with India until the status quo
was restored in Jammu and Kashmir. All that seems passe now. There seems to be equal
enthusiasm in Pakistan over the ceasefire.

Just as China’s withdrawal cannot be second-guessed, Pakistan’s climbdown too cannot be
explained conclusively. The FATF sword is still hanging over Pakistan’s head, the economy is in
precarious condition, COVID-19 has impacted exports, and there is a repayment crisis. China is
helping its friend, but it looks unhappy about the uncertainty over the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor.

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/AP/
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Political pundits predict that when besieged from all sides, Pakistan has a propensity to spread
terror and violence in India. India has enough experiences to appreciate Pakistan’s potential for
mischief. That is why India has reiterated that there will be no let-up in counter-terror operations.
But there is discernible change in General Qamar Javed Bajwa’s tone and tenor. Moeed Yusuf,
Special Adviser on National Security in Pakistan, cryptically told journalists: “Do you think this
could happen without pressure?”

Pakistan must be under pressure from India, the new U.S. administration as well as China.
There are indications that the Biden administration will adopt a nuanced approach with China. In
its own economic and strategic interest, China would prefer to give that a chance. It probably
wants Pakistan also to fall in line. Contrary to fears, the Biden administration seems to be largely
siding with India in its South Asia policy. “We are concerned by Beijing’s pattern of ongoing
attempts to intimidate its neighbours. As always, we will stand with friends, we will stand with
partners, we will stand with allies,” a State Department official stated recently on the border
stand-off. In another statement, the U.S. State Department said it “welcomes” the steps taken to
return Jammu and Kashmir to “full economic and political normalcy consistent with India’s
democratic values”. India should seize this opportune moment. Taking a leaf out of Vajpayee’s
statesmanship in 2003 may not be a bad idea.

Ram Madhav is Member, Board of Governors, India Foundation
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PM INAUGURATES ‘MAITRI SETU’ BETWEEN INDIA
AND BANGLADESH

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Bangladesh

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated ‘Maitri Setu’ between India and Bangladesh
today through a video conference. He also inaugurated and laid the foundation stone of multiple
infrastructure projects in Tripura. The Governor and the Chief Minister of Tripura were present.
Video Message from the Bangladesh Prime Minister was played on the occasion.

Addressing the event, the Prime Minister said that Tripura is experiencing the clear difference
between the 30 years of earlier governments and the ‘double engine’ government of the last
three years. In place of corruption and commission culture of earlier years, benefits are reaching
directly in the accounts of the beneficiaries. He also recalled that employees who were hassled
over the salary on time are getting salary as per 7th pay commission. For the first time, MSP has
been decided in Tripura where farmers used to face many problems for selling their produce. He
also noted the environment of ease of doing business in place of the earlier culture of strikes.
New investments are changing the earlier scenario of closure of industry. He said exports from
Tripura in terms of volume have increased  5 times.

The Prime Minister informed that in the past 6 years, the central government has taken care of
every requirement for the development of Tripura. He said there has been a significant hike in
the central allocation for the state. Tripura had received Rs 3500 crore rupees for central
development schemes between 2009-2014 whereas, between 2014-2019 more than Rs 12000
crore has been provided.

The Prime Minister dwelled on the benefits of ‘double engine’ governments. He pointed out that
the states where there is no ‘double engine’ government, are witnessing non implementation of
very slow progress of schemes for strengthening the poor, farmers and women. He asserted
that the ‘double engine’ government is working to strengthen Tripura. He said that the ‘double
engine’ government has transformed Tripura from a power deficit state to a power surplus one.
He listed other transformation brought in by the ‘double engine’ government to the state like
connecting 2 lakh rural households with piped drinking water, providing 2.5 lakh free gas
connection, making every village in Tripura open defecation free, 50000 pregnant women
receiving the benefit of Matru Vandana Yojana, 40000 poor families getting their new homes,
etc.

The Prime Minister said that connectivity related infrastructure has seen tremendous
improvement in the last three years. He cited the rapid work for the airport, sea-link for internet
in Tripura, rail link and waterways in this regard. He talked of HIRA development i.e. Highways,
i-ways, Railways and Airways for Tripura.
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The Prime Minister said that the connectivity is not only strengthening the friendship between
India and Bangladesh but also proving to be a strong link of business too. He informed that the
entire region is being developed as a trade corridor between Northeast India and Bangladesh.
The Prime Minister emphasized that the rail and water connectivity projects that have been
realized in the recent years have been strengthened by this bridge. This will improve
connectivity of south Assam, Mizoram and Manipur along with Tripura with Bangladesh and
South-East Asia. Shri Modi said that the bridge will give an impetus to the economic opportunity
in Bangladesh also. The Prime Minister thanked the Bangladesh Government and the Prime
Minister of Bangladesh for the cooperation in the completion of the bridge project. The Prime
Minister said that the foundation stone of the bridge was laid during his visit to Bangladesh.

The Prime Minister said now people will not have to depend only on the road for any kind of
supply to the North-East. He said efforts are underway to connect Chittagong port of
Bangladesh with North-East through an alternative route via the river. He said the ICP in
Sabroom will work like a full-fledged logistic hub with warehouses and container trans-shipment
facilities.

Due to this bridge over  Feni River Agartala will become the nearest city to an international sea
port in India. Projects related to broadening of NH-08 and NH-208 which were dedicated and for
which foundation stone was laid will strengthen the connectivity of the Northeast with the port,
Shri Modi said.

The Prime Minister said the inauguration of several projects today are efforts to make Agartala a
better city. Newly integrated command center will provide technical support to prevent traffic
related problems and crime. He said similarly, multi level parking, commercial complex and
widening of the road connecting the airport inaugurated today will improve the Ease of Living
and Ease of Doing Business in Agartala a lot.

The Prime Minister said that decades old Bru refugee problem found a solution due to the efforts
of the government’s efforts. He expressed the hope that the 600 crore rupees package will bring
positive change in the lives of Bru people.

The Prime Minister touched upon the rich heritage of the state and said that renaming of the
Agartala airport after Maharaja Bir Bikram Kishore Manikya is a mark of respect for his vision for
the development of Tripura. Similarly, The Prime Minister expressed happiness at the
opportunity for honouring the people who have served the rich culture and literature of Tripura
like Thanga Darlong, Satyaram Reang and Benichandra Jamatia. He noted that bamboo based
local art is being promoted under Pradhanmantri Van Dhan Yojna, giving new opportunities to
local tribes.

Congratulating the Tripura government for completing three years, Shri Modi hoped that the
State Government will continue to serve the people of Tripura.

Watch Live https://t.co/s5vEVcwmH9

***

DS/AK

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated ‘Maitri Setu’ between India and Bangladesh
today through a video conference. He also inaugurated and laid the foundation stone of multiple
infrastructure projects in Tripura. The Governor and the Chief Minister of Tripura were present.
Video Message from the Bangladesh Prime Minister was played on the occasion.

https://t.co/s5vEVcwmH9
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Addressing the event, the Prime Minister said that Tripura is experiencing the clear difference
between the 30 years of earlier governments and the ‘double engine’ government of the last
three years. In place of corruption and commission culture of earlier years, benefits are reaching
directly in the accounts of the beneficiaries. He also recalled that employees who were hassled
over the salary on time are getting salary as per 7th pay commission. For the first time, MSP has
been decided in Tripura where farmers used to face many problems for selling their produce. He
also noted the environment of ease of doing business in place of the earlier culture of strikes.
New investments are changing the earlier scenario of closure of industry. He said exports from
Tripura in terms of volume have increased  5 times.

The Prime Minister informed that in the past 6 years, the central government has taken care of
every requirement for the development of Tripura. He said there has been a significant hike in
the central allocation for the state. Tripura had received Rs 3500 crore rupees for central
development schemes between 2009-2014 whereas, between 2014-2019 more than Rs 12000
crore has been provided.

The Prime Minister dwelled on the benefits of ‘double engine’ governments. He pointed out that
the states where there is no ‘double engine’ government, are witnessing non implementation of
very slow progress of schemes for strengthening the poor, farmers and women. He asserted
that the ‘double engine’ government is working to strengthen Tripura. He said that the ‘double
engine’ government has transformed Tripura from a power deficit state to a power surplus one.
He listed other transformation brought in by the ‘double engine’ government to the state like
connecting 2 lakh rural households with piped drinking water, providing 2.5 lakh free gas
connection, making every village in Tripura open defecation free, 50000 pregnant women
receiving the benefit of Matru Vandana Yojana, 40000 poor families getting their new homes,
etc.

The Prime Minister said that connectivity related infrastructure has seen tremendous
improvement in the last three years. He cited the rapid work for the airport, sea-link for internet
in Tripura, rail link and waterways in this regard. He talked of HIRA development i.e. Highways,
i-ways, Railways and Airways for Tripura.

The Prime Minister said that the connectivity is not only strengthening the friendship between
India and Bangladesh but also proving to be a strong link of business too. He informed that the
entire region is being developed as a trade corridor between Northeast India and Bangladesh.
The Prime Minister emphasized that the rail and water connectivity projects that have been
realized in the recent years have been strengthened by this bridge. This will improve
connectivity of south Assam, Mizoram and Manipur along with Tripura with Bangladesh and
South-East Asia. Shri Modi said that the bridge will give an impetus to the economic opportunity
in Bangladesh also. The Prime Minister thanked the Bangladesh Government and the Prime
Minister of Bangladesh for the cooperation in the completion of the bridge project. The Prime
Minister said that the foundation stone of the bridge was laid during his visit to Bangladesh.

The Prime Minister said now people will not have to depend only on the road for any kind of
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supply to the North-East. He said efforts are underway to connect Chittagong port of
Bangladesh with North-East through an alternative route via the river. He said the ICP in
Sabroom will work like a full-fledged logistic hub with warehouses and container trans-shipment
facilities.

Due to this bridge over  Feni River Agartala will become the nearest city to an international sea
port in India. Projects related to broadening of NH-08 and NH-208 which were dedicated and for
which foundation stone was laid will strengthen the connectivity of the Northeast with the port,
Shri Modi said.

The Prime Minister said the inauguration of several projects today are efforts to make Agartala a
better city. Newly integrated command center will provide technical support to prevent traffic
related problems and crime. He said similarly, multi level parking, commercial complex and
widening of the road connecting the airport inaugurated today will improve the Ease of Living
and Ease of Doing Business in Agartala a lot.

The Prime Minister said that decades old Bru refugee problem found a solution due to the efforts
of the government’s efforts. He expressed the hope that the 600 crore rupees package will bring
positive change in the lives of Bru people.

The Prime Minister touched upon the rich heritage of the state and said that renaming of the
Agartala airport after Maharaja Bir Bikram Kishore Manikya is a mark of respect for his vision for
the development of Tripura. Similarly, The Prime Minister expressed happiness at the
opportunity for honouring the people who have served the rich culture and literature of Tripura
like Thanga Darlong, Satyaram Reang and Benichandra Jamatia. He noted that bamboo based
local art is being promoted under Pradhanmantri Van Dhan Yojna, giving new opportunities to
local tribes.

Congratulating the Tripura government for completing three years, Shri Modi hoped that the
State Government will continue to serve the people of Tripura.

Watch Live https://t.co/s5vEVcwmH9

***
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-03-12

1ST MEETING OF THE BRICS CONTACT GROUP ON
ECONOMIC AND TRADE ISSUES HELD

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: BRICS, IBSA and India

The BRICS Contact Group on Economic and Trade Issues (CGETI) leads held their first meeting
under India’s Chairship from 9-11 March 2021. The theme of BRICS this year is -"BRICS@15:
Intra BRICS Cooperation for Continuity, Consolidation, and Consensus”.

India, under its Chairship in 2021, presented the calendar of events for BRICS CGETI 2021,
which included the priority areas for deliverables, schedule and scope of the MSME roundtable
conference workshop on Services Statistics, and the BRICS Trade Fair. This was followed by a
series of presentations, scheduled in separate sessions, made by the concerned Departments of
the Government of India on the proposed deliverables during India’s Chairship under the BRICS
CGETI track.

The deliverables proposed are on (i) Action plan based on the document “Strategy for BRICS
Economic Partnership 2025” adopted during Russian Presidency in 2020 (ii) BRICS Cooperation
on Multilateral Trading system including cooperation for the TRIPS Waiver proposal at WTO; (iii)
Framework for Consumer Protection in E-Commerce; (iv) Non-Tariff Measures (NTM)
Resolution Mechanism; (v) Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary (SPS) Working Mechanism; (vi) Co-
operation framework for protection of Genetic Resources and Traditional Knowledge; (vii)
BRICS Framework on Co-operation in Professional Services. Each of these sessions was
followed by detailed feedback sessions. 

The BRICS partners appreciated the activities planned by India, being timely and relevant in the
current context and expressed their support for working together on the various initiatives
proposed by India. From now on till September, 2021, inter sessional deliberations will be
carried out to reach a consensus amongst the BRICS countries. The BRICS officers tasked with
CGETI would continue the work for the 27th official level CGETI meeting, scheduled to be held
in June 2021.

*****

 

YB/SS

The BRICS Contact Group on Economic and Trade Issues (CGETI) leads held their first meeting
under India’s Chairship from 9-11 March 2021. The theme of BRICS this year is -"BRICS@15:
Intra BRICS Cooperation for Continuity, Consolidation, and Consensus”.
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India, under its Chairship in 2021, presented the calendar of events for BRICS CGETI 2021,
which included the priority areas for deliverables, schedule and scope of the MSME roundtable
conference workshop on Services Statistics, and the BRICS Trade Fair. This was followed by a
series of presentations, scheduled in separate sessions, made by the concerned Departments of
the Government of India on the proposed deliverables during India’s Chairship under the BRICS
CGETI track.

The deliverables proposed are on (i) Action plan based on the document “Strategy for BRICS
Economic Partnership 2025” adopted during Russian Presidency in 2020 (ii) BRICS Cooperation
on Multilateral Trading system including cooperation for the TRIPS Waiver proposal at WTO; (iii)
Framework for Consumer Protection in E-Commerce; (iv) Non-Tariff Measures (NTM)
Resolution Mechanism; (v) Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary (SPS) Working Mechanism; (vi) Co-
operation framework for protection of Genetic Resources and Traditional Knowledge; (vii)
BRICS Framework on Co-operation in Professional Services. Each of these sessions was
followed by detailed feedback sessions. 

The BRICS partners appreciated the activities planned by India, being timely and relevant in the
current context and expressed their support for working together on the various initiatives
proposed by India. From now on till September, 2021, inter sessional deliberations will be
carried out to reach a consensus amongst the BRICS countries. The BRICS officers tasked with
CGETI would continue the work for the 27th official level CGETI meeting, scheduled to be held
in June 2021.

*****
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-03-12

INDIA, JAPAN SPACE AGENCIES REVIEW
COOPERATION

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Japan

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) headquarters in Bengaluru.   | Photo Credit:
REUTERS

Indian and Japanese space agencies on Thursday reviewed cooperation in earth observation,
lunar cooperation and satellite navigation, and also agreed to explore opportunities for
cooperation in “space situational awareness and professional exchange programme”.

This was agreed during a bilateral meeting between the Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) and the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) held virtually.

“Both agencies signed an Implementing Arrangement for collaborative activities on rice crop
area and air quality monitoring using satellite data,” an ISRO statement said.

India and Japan are already working on a joint lunar polar exploration (LUPEX) mission and the
two space agencies have been working on the mission that aims to send a lander and rover to
the Moon’s south pole around 2024.

Early this month, India and Italy decided to explore opportunities in earth observation, space
science and robotic and human exploration.

Last month, India and Australia signed an amendment to the MoU which will build on the
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. Both countries are also in discussions for Australia to
host vital tracking infrastructure to support the Gaganyaan manned space flight mission.
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We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-03-13

‘EXCLUSIVE BLOCS’ SHOULD NOT TARGET ‘THIRD
PARTY’: CHINA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Zhao LijianCARLOS GARCIA RAWLINS  

In a statement just hours before the first summit on Friday of the four leaders of the Quad
framework, China has said cooperation between nations should not “target or damage interests
of a third party” and countries should not “pursue exclusive blocs”.

“Exchanges and cooperation between nations should contribute to mutual understanding and
trust among nations rather than target a third party or damage interests of a third party,” Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian said in response to a question about the Quad virtual summit
of India, United States, Japan and Australia.

“We hope that relevant countries uphold the principles of openness, inclusiveness and win-win
results, refrain from pursuing exclusive blocs, and do things that are conducive to regional peace
and stability,” he said.

The first Quad leaders’ meet is being closely followed in China and covered by the State media,
which has broadly framed it as a U.S.-led effort aimed at “containing” China. At the same time,
Chinese experts have sought to play down the significance of the meet.

Speaking to State broadcaster China Global Television Network, former People’s Liberation
Army Senior Colonel Zhou Bo, a frequent commentator on strategic affairs, said, “China should
not take it too seriously.”

“I can give you my comment on the Quad in one sentence,” he told the channel. “None of the
four countries would like to sacrifice its own interests [with regard to China] for the interests of
the other three countries,” he said, referring to their different relationships with China, particularly
on trade.

“If you ask all four, are you against China or is this an anti-China club, they say no,” he said. “My
conclusion is the Quad is definitely established because of China, although they would not say
that it is against China. But if you look at this club as a military alliance, India would totally deny
that. [The Quad] is still developing and coming into shape, but it is difficult for them to decide
which way it will go, be it military or economic.”

On the meeting between the top diplomats of the U.S. and China set to be held in Alaska on
March 18 — Yang Jiechi, a member of the Politburo and director of the Central Committee’s
Foreign Affairs Commission, and Foreign Minister Wang Yi will travel for talks with Secretary of
State Antony Blinken and National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan — Mr. Zhao, the Foreign
Ministry spokesperson, termed the meet “a high-level strategic dialogue”. This was in contrast to
Mr. Blinken’s comments that the meet would not be the start of a strategic dialogue and any
following engagement with China would only depend on “tangible” outcomes.

China has said it wants a reset with the new Biden administration, but has laid the blame for the
past four years of strained ties at the door of Washington. The Biden administration, in
statements so far, has suggested it might continue at least some of the previous administration’s
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policies with respect to China, including on trade. Mr. Blinken in a March 3 speech described ties
with China as “the biggest geopolitical test”.

Mr. Zhao said, “China’s position on China-U.S. relations is clear.”

“We ask the U.S. to view China and China-U.S. relations in an objective and rational manner,
reject the Cold-War and zero-sum game mentality, respect China's sovereignty, security and
development interests, and stop interfering in China’s internal affairs,” he said.
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RUSSIA FOR TALIBAN’S INCLUSION IN AFGHAN
INTERIM GOVT.

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Russia said on Friday it backed the Taliban’s integration into a future interim government in
Afghanistan, as global powers ramped up efforts to secure a peace deal and end decades of
war.

The Foreign Ministry’s comments come as a May deadline looms for the U.S. to end its two-
decade military involvement in the ravaged country.

Washington has encouraged the Afghan leadership to work towards establishing an “inclusive”
government and proposed talks with the Taliban to secure a peace accord.

“The formation of an interim inclusive administration would be a logical solution to the problem of
integrating the Taliban into the peaceful political life of Afghanistan,” Russian Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova told reporters ahead of talks next week in Moscow.

But she added that the decision should be made “by the Afghans themselves and should be
resolved during negotiations on national reconciliation”.

Regional stability

U.S. President Joe Biden is reviewing whether to stick to a deal with the Taliban negotiated by
his predecessor Donald Trump, who wanted to pull out the U.S. troops from Afghanistan by
May.

The Biden administration has signalled that it wants to take a hard look at Mr. Trump’s deal and
its repercussions for Afghanistan and regional stability.

U..S Secretary of State Antony Blinken wrote a letter to Afghan leaders, encouraging them to
consider a “new, inclusive government.”

The U.S. withdrawal is being complicated by a new surge in fighting and concern that a speedy
exit may only unleash further chaos.

Mr. Blinken’s letter to Afghan President Ashraf Ghani said bluntly that Washington feared the
“security situation will worsen and the Taliban could make rapid territorial gains” if the U.S.
suddenly withdrew. Mr. Blinken proposed a 90-day reduction in violence that would avoid the
Taliban’s annual bloody spring offensive.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-03-13

U.S. NSA IMPLIES LAC SITUATION DISCUSSED AT
QUAD LEADERS MEET

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

Jake Sullivan  

U.S. National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan told reporters after the Quad leaders summit that
China was discussed at the meeting but was not the focus. He also implied that one of the
China-related challenges discussed was the India-China border situation.

“The four leaders did discuss the challenge posed by China and they made clear that none of
them have any illusions about China but today was not fundamentally about China,” Mr. Sullivan
said, adding that the focus was on pressing crises, such as COVID-19 and climate.

Mr. Sullivan implied that the situation along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) was discussed by
the Quad leaders as one of several examples of Chinese aggression. He was responding to a
question on his and Secretary of State Antony Blinken’s meetings next week with their Chinese
counterparts in Anchorage, Alaska.

“This is our effort to communicate clearly to the giant Chinese government, how the U.S. intends
to proceed at a strategic level. What we believe are fundamental interests and values, and what
our concerns with their activities are, whether it’s on Hong Kong or Xinjiang or in the Taiwan
Strait, or frankly, the issues that we heard today from our Quad partners: their coercion of
Australia, their harassment around the Senkaku Islands, their aggression on the border with
India,” Mr. Sullivan said, implying that the India-China border standoff had been discussed.

“The Quad at the end of the day — at the end of today — is now a critical part of the architecture
of the Indo Pacific,” Mr. Sullivan said.

Also discussed were cybersecurity incidents impacting Quad members.

The discussions included not just the cyberattacks on U.S. targets (Microsoft Exchange and
SolarWinds ) but also cybersecurity incidents in India, Japan and Australia, Mr. Sullivan said.

Weeks ago, news broke that spyware originating in China had made its way into several Indian
power installations and port facilities.

‘Quad isn’t a new NATO’

Mr. Sullivan reiterated that the Quad was not a military alliance or NATO equivalent (it has been
referred to by some commentators an ‘Asian NATO’). He was responding to a question on
whether there would be greater Quad security cooperation with Taiwan so that it would become
more costly for the Chinese to move against Taiwan. “So the way that we look at this is that the
Quad is not a military alliance. It’s not a new NATO, despite some of the propaganda that’s out
there,” Mr. Sullivan said, adding that it was an opportunity to cooperate on economics,
technology, climate and security. While maritime security, humanitarian and disaster response
were core to the Quad agenda , “where we go from there on everything from freedom of
navigation to broader regional security questions that has to be worked through,” he said.

Huawei decision
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Asked about recent news that India was likely to block Indian telecom operators from using
Huawei equipment for security reasons, Mr. Sullivan said it was a sovereign decision for India to
make but consistent with the decisions the U.S. has been advocating. The U.S. — during the
Trump administration — campaigned internationally for countries to exclude Huawei from its 5G
networks, citing security concerns.

Overall, Mr. Sullivan sounded an optimistic note on the Quad. “Today is a big day for American
diplomacy. This summit is a big deal for the President and for the country...,” he said.
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'QUAD' HAS COME OF AGE, WILL BE KEY PILLAR OF
STABILITY IN INDO-PACIFIC REGION: PM MODI

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

US President Joe Biden, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Australian Prime Minister Scott
Morrison and Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga are attending the 'Quad summit, which
is the first summit of the Quad leaders held virtually this evening.

Known as the 'Quadrilateral Security Dialogue,' representatives for the four-member nations
have met periodically since its establishment in 2007.

In his opening remarks, PM Modi said, "Our agenda today covering areas like vaccines, climate
change and emerging technologies makes the Quad, a force for global good."

He also added, "Quad has come of age and will remain an important pillar of stability in the Indo-
Pacific region."

Talking about the regional and global issues of shared interest, and exchange views on practical
areas of cooperation towards maintaining a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific region, Modi
said, "I see this positive vision as an extension of India's ancient philosophy of 'Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam' which regards the world as one family. We will work together closely as ever
before for advancing shared values & promoting secular, stable and prosperous Indo-Pacific."

Meanwhile, US President Biden, who inaugurated the virtual meeting, said, "Quad is going to be
a vital arena for cooperation in Indo-Pacific, says US President Joe Biden at first Quad summit."
He also addded that he will focus on generating domestic demand and global growth

Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison said, "It's the Indo-Pacific that'll now shape the destiny
of the world in the 21st Century. As four leaders of great democracies in Indo-Pacific, let our
partnership be an enabler of peace, stability & prosperity and to do so inclusively with many
nations in the region."

The salience of the Quad has run in parallel with the emergence of the Indo-Pacific as a key
strategic region. With a growing similarity of assessments about geopolitical dynamics in the
region, in 2017, the Quad dialogue resumed at the official level.

In November 2017, the four countries gave shape to the long-pending proposal of setting up the
Quad to develop a new strategy to keep the critical sea routes in the Indo-Pacific free of any
influence.

The four Quad member countries have been resolving to uphold a rules-based international
order in the Indo-Pacific amid growing Chinese assertiveness in the region.

India's approach to the Indo-Pacific was enunciated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his
address at the Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore in 2018.

Inclusiveness, openness and ASEAN centrality and unity lie at the heart of India's Indo-Pacific
vision. The 10-nation Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is a key stakeholder in
the Indo-Pacific region.
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The strategic significance of the Indo-Pacific was also acknowledged by the US in 2018 when it
renamed the US Pacific Command (PACOM) as INDO-PACOM.

Several European countries too have published their Indo-Pacific strategies, in recognition of the
political and economic weight of the region.

The first foreign ministerial meeting of Quad countries was held in New York on September 26,
2019 on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly.

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar participated in the second Quad foreign ministerial
meeting in Tokyo on October 6.

The third Quad foreign ministerial meeting took place virtually on February 18. The meeting took
place within a month of the Biden administration assuming office.

Earlier this year, for the first time the four countries appointed Sherpas to coordinate Quad-
related issues. Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla is India's Sherpa.

The Biden administration recognised the significance of the Indo-Pacific region in its Interim
National Security Strategic Guidance document.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-03-14

SRI LANKA TO BAN BURKHA, SHUT 1,000 MADRASAS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

While the Minister said he had signed documents outlawing the burkha, the move awaits
Cabinet approval. Over 1,000 madrasas would be shut, he said.

The announcement on the burkha ban comes after a year-long controversy over the
government’s policy of mandatory cremation of COVID-19 victims, based on unsubstantiated
claims that the bodies would contaminate ground water.

The government reversed its decision recently, amid persistent calls for burial rights from
Muslims, who make up about 10% of the 21-million population, as well as international bodies
including the U.N.

Following the Islamic State-inspired Easter terror bombings in Sri Lanka in April 2019, attributed
to a local Islamist radical network, the government temporarily banned the face veil using
emergency laws. A small section of Sri Lankan Muslim women wears the burkha, and some of
them reported harassment in public spaces at that time, when they were barred entry into banks
and commercial establishments.

Some sections criticised the move then for ‘targeting’ the women of the community that had not
only condemned the attacks but also provided evidence that investigators said was crucial to
their probe.

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa was elected to office in November 2019, following his campaign
on the plank of enhancing security, promising a crackdown on extremism.

Subscribe to The Hindu digital to get unlimited access to Today's paper

Already have an account ? Sign in

Start your 14 days free trial. Sign Up

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper, crossword and print.

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=34064823&utm_campaign=tp-national&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=34064823&utm_campaign=tp-national
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker


Page 99

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 100

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2021-03-16

INDIA HAS TO LOOK BEYOND OPEC+ TO MEET CRUDE
NEEDS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

India, the largest buyer of crude oil from the Opec+ grouping, wants crude production to be
increased to ease the crude oil prices. Even so, Opec+ countries have decided against
increasing output. Can India look beyond Opec+ for its crude oil requirement? Mint analyses.

India, the largest buyer of crude oil from the Opec+ grouping, wants crude production to be
increased to ease the crude oil prices. Even so, Opec+ countries have decided against
increasing output. Can India look beyond Opec+ for its crude oil requirement? Mint analyses.

Who are the Opec+ group of nations?

The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (Opec) is an intergovernmental
organization that was established in 1960 by Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela.
The five founding members were later joined by Algeria, Angola, Congo, Equatorial Guinea,
Gabon, Libya, and Nigeria among others. The grouping is aimed at unifying petroleum policies
among member countries to secure fair prices for petroleum producers, ensure an efficient
supply of petroleum to consuming nations, as well as a fair return on capital to those investing in
the industry. The organization has its headquarters in Vienna, Austria.

How much does India import from Opec+?

For India, the world’s third-largest oil importer after US and China, Opec+ accounts for about
83% of the country’s oil imports. In 2019-20, India imported 227 million metric tonnes of crude
oil. India has its own basket of crude suitable to its refineries, which comprises Oman, Dubai and
Brent crude. However, after the US imposed sanctions on Iran, Iranian crude has been replaced
by US crude and gas imported through a combination of term contracts, as well as on a spot
basis. The country’s import bill stood at 5.42 trillion in 2016-17 and increased to 8.43 trillion in
2019-20.

How much oil reserve does Opec+ have?

As of 2019, the latest data available, around 79.4% of the world’s proven oil reserves are
located in Opec+ member countries, with about 64.5% of the OPEC oil reserves located in West
Asia. Currently, Opec’s proven oil reserves stand at 1,189.80 billion barrels. Non-Opec nations
hold reserves of 308.38 billion barrels, which is 20.6%.

Why is crude from Opec+ key to India?

Opec nations remain a key source of crude oil for India because of their geographical proximity.
The transport of oil from the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Oman and Iraq takes three days, while it takes
around a month from Africa, around two months from the US, and over two months from Russia.
Also, India’s refineries have been built on the Opec’s steady supply of crude. Sourcing crude
from non-Opec nations usually comes with its own risks. More often than not, crude producers
honour only a part of the promised deliveries.

What can India do to cut reliance on Opec?
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Given its consumption story, India is an important market for Opec. However, India needs to
increase its hydrocarbon exploration and production activity as it currently ranks at 25 among
the world’s top 30 crude oil producing nations. In comparison, China ranks at number six. India
also needs to focus a lot more on creating infrastructure such as ports and pipelines, as well as
increasing its ship fleets. Like other countries, India also needs to build capacities in other
countries by investing in those nations.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2021-03-17

INDIA PLANS TO CUT SAUDI OIL IMPORT AS STAND-
OFF ESCALATES

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

NEW DELHI : Indian state refiners are planning to cut oil imports from Saudi Arabia by about a
quarter in May, in an escalating stand-off with Riyadh following OPEC's decision to ignore calls
from New Delhi to help the global economy with higher supply.

Two sources familiar with the discussions said the move was part of the government's drive to
cut dependence on crude from the Middle East.

Indian Oil Corp, Bharat Petroleum Corp., Hindustan Petroleum Corp and Mangalore Refinery
and Petrochemicals Ltd are preparing to lift about 10.8 million barrels in May, the sources said
on condition of anonymity.

State refiners, which control about 60% of India's 5 million barrels per day (bpd) refining
capacity, together import an average 14.7-14.8 million barrels of Saudi oil in a month, the
sources said.

India, the world's third-biggest oil importer and consumer, imports more than 80% of its oil needs
and relies heavily on the Middle East.

Hit hard by rising oil prices, India's oil minister Dharmendra Pradhan has repeatedly called on
the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and its allies, known as OPEC+, to
ease supply curbs.

He has blamed Saudi's voluntary cuts for contributing to a spike in global oil prices.

OPEC+ decided this month to extend most cuts into April. Responding to Pradhan's request,
Saudi energy minister Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman suggested India dip into strategic reserves
filled with cheaper oil bought last year.

India's oil ministry responded by asking refiners to speed up their diversification of crude
sources and reduce reliance on the Middle East.

Indian refiners could not cut April oil imports from Saudi Arabia as nominations were placed
before the OPEC+ decision in early March, the sources said, adding that plans for May were
preliminary and final May nominations would be known in early April.

Saudi Arabia has cut April oil supplies for some Asian refiners but has maintained average
monthly volumes for Indian refiners. The Kingdom has, however, rejected demand from Indian
companies for extra supplies.

The Middle East's share of India's overall imports has already plunged to a 22-month low in
February.

In February, the United States emerged as the second biggest supplier to India after Iraq, while
Saudi Arabia, which has consistently been one of India's top two suppliers, slipped to No. 4 for
the first time since at least January 2006.

https://www.livemint.com/industry/energy/indias-second-biggest-oil-supplier-is-us-who-is-no-1-supplier-11615801613239.html
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Two Indian refiners -IOC and MRPL - have also issued tenders seeking oil for delivery in May.

"The Oil companies take their own decision regarding purchase of crude," the oil ministry told
Reuters. The state refiners did not respond to a Reuters request for comment.
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-03-17

SIXTH INDIA-BRAZIL-SOUTH AFRICA (IBSA) WOMEN’S
FORUM MEETING HELD

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: International Treaties & Agreements, and other important
organizations

The Sixth India-Brazil-South Africa (IBSA) Women’s Forum meeting was held virtually on
16th March, 2021. Led by the Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of India,
the event witnessed participation of Ministers and officials responsible for Women Affairs of
IBSA Countries.

The India-Brazil-South Africa (IBSA) Trilateral Cooperation Forum is a unique platform which
brings together India, Brazil and South Africa, three large democracies and major economies
from three different continents. All three partners are developing pluralistic, multi-cultural, multi-
ethnic, multi-lingual and multi-religious nations.

IBSA is committed to inclusive sustainable development, in pursuit of the well-being for their
citizens and those from the other developing nations. The principles, norms and values
underpinning the IBSA Dialogue Forum are participatory democracy, respect for human rights,
the Rule of Law and the strengthening of multilateralism. IBSA lays efforts in the South-South
cooperation beyond the conventional areas of exchange of experts and training. 
         The Session commenced with the welcome and opening Remarks by Secretary, Women &
Child Development, Government of India. After a brief introductory address by Ms Damares
Alves, Minister for Women, Family and Human Rights of the Federative, Republic of Brazil and
Ms Maite Nkoana- Mashabane Minister for Women, Youth and People with Disabilities of the
Republic of South Africa, Inaugural Address was delivered by the Chair of 6th IBSA Women’s
Forum Smt Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of Women and Child Development, India. In the backdrop
of a global pandemic that has disrupted the lives of millions across the world in many ways, the
Minister of Women & Child Development shed light on how the year 2020 has seen that the
rights of women and girls gaining prominence, universality with more urgency than ever before.

During the consultation, the Forum discussed key issues that contribute towards the
transformation of women’s lives; by highlighting initiatives, policies and best practices for gender
inclusive economy for transformation as well as for  elimination of gender based discrimination
and violence against women, which in the coming time will help not only in understanding each
others’ systems and programmes but will also carve a strategic roadmap to promote gender
equality agenda for achieving sustainable development goals. The Forum emphasized on the
necessity to raise voice on various multilateral fora to highlight the development priorities of the
associate countries and emphasized how gender equality makes sound economic sense.

The participating countries also lauded the efforts of Government of India in helping out other
countries to overcome the challenges posed by COVID-19 pandemic by way of providing
vaccines, masks, sanitizers, PPE Kits etc.

The Forum has resolve to carry forth its vision to ensure improving the status and condition of
women by addressing structural and institutional barriers as well as strengthening gender
mainstreaming.

At the end of the conference, a joint declaration was also issued highlighting the shared IBSA
goals and commitments for achieving gender equality in all spheres of life.
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vaccines, masks, sanitizers, PPE Kits etc.

The Forum has resolve to carry forth its vision to ensure improving the status and condition of
women by addressing structural and institutional barriers as well as strengthening gender
mainstreaming.

At the end of the conference, a joint declaration was also issued highlighting the shared IBSA
goals and commitments for achieving gender equality in all spheres of life.

*****



Page 106

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

 

BY/TFK

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 107

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-03-17

INDIA-FINLAND VIRTUAL SUMMIT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of the Republic of Finland H.E. Ms.
Sanna Marin held a Virtual Summit today and discussed the entire gamut of bilateral issues as
well as other regional and multilateral issues of mutual interest.

Both leaders noted that the close relations between India and Finland were based on shared
values of democracy, rule of law, equality, freedom of speech, and respect for human rights.
They reaffirmed their strong commitment to work for multilateralism, a rules-based international
order, sustainable development and combating climate change. 

The two leaders reviewed the ongoing bilateral engagements and expressed their desire to
further expand and diversify the relationship across sectors such as trade and investment,
innovation, education, emerging technologies including Artificial Intelligence, 5G/6G, and
quantum computing. 

Prime Minister Modi appreciated Finland's leading role in clean and green technologies, and
noted the potential for Finnish companies to partner India's drive towards sustainable
development. In this context, he suggested enhanced cooperation in the areas like renewable
and bio-energy, sustainability, edu-tech, pharma and digitization.

The leaders exchanged views on regional and global issues, including the India-EU partnership,
cooperation in the Arctic region, WTO and UN reforms. Both sides noted the potential for India
and Finland to cooperate in undertaking developmental activities in Africa.

Prime Minister Modi invited Finland to join the International Solar Alliance (ISA) and the Coalition
for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI).

The two leaders also discussed the Covid-19 situation including their respective vaccination
drives, and emphasized the importance of global efforts for urgent and affordable access to
vaccines across all nations.

The two leaders looked forward to their forthcoming meetings during the India-EU Leaders’
Meeting in Porto and the India-Nordic Summit. 
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drives, and emphasized the importance of global efforts for urgent and affordable access to
vaccines across all nations.

The two leaders looked forward to their forthcoming meetings during the India-EU Leaders’
Meeting in Porto and the India-Nordic Summit. 

 

***

DS/SH

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 109

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-03-18

ALIGNING A MISSILE DEAL WITH DESTINATION
MANILA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

Earlier this month, India and the Philippines signed the “Implementing Arrangement” for
“procurement of defense material and equipment procurement”. This agreement lays the
groundwork for sales of defence systems such as the highly anticipated export of the BrahMos
cruise missile, through the government-to-government route. As the Secretary, Philippine
Department of National Defense publicly acknowledges, the archipelagic country’s intention of
purchasing the missile, and a potential export deal for India, moves one step closer to reality.
This deal will be of great significance for multiple reasons, and even though the procurement
process is progressing steadfastly, there are many challenges that lie ahead.

Research and development of the BrahMos cruise missile systems began in the late 1990s.
Manufactured by BrahMos Aerospace Limited, a joint venture between the Defence Research
and Development Organisation and the joint stock company Military Industrial Consortium NPO
Mashinostroyenia (earlier known as the Federal State Unitary Enterprise NPOM of Russia), this
is the first supersonic cruise missile to enter service. Capable of attaining a speed of Mach 2.8
(almost three times the speed of sound), it has a range of at least 290 km (a new version can
reach up to 400km).

Travelling with such velocity means that it would be difficult for air defence systems utilising
surface-to-air missiles to intercept the BrahMos while making it easier for it to target and
neutralise advanced fighter jets such as the Chinese J-20 fighter aircraft moving at less than
Mach 2. Even so, efforts to increase the speed and range of the missile in its next iterations are
under way, with a goal of achieving hypersonic speeds (at or above Mach 5) and a maximum
range of 1,500 km.

Early naval and land variants of the BrahMos were inducted into service by the Indian Navy in
2005 and the Indian Army in 2007. Subsequently, an air-launched variant was successfully
tested in November 2017 by the Indian Air Force from its Sukhoi-30MKI fighter jet, giving the
missile a dominating presence in all three domains.

These advanced and powerful capabilities of the BrahMos not only augment the strength of the
Indian military but make it a highly desirable product for other countries to procure as well.
Exporting the system, hence, has been on the agenda for more than a decade. Doing so would
boost the credibility of India as a defence exporter, help it meet the target of $5 billion in defence
exports by 2025, and elevate its stature as a regional superpower. Countries such as Vietnam,
the Philippines, Indonesia, the United Arab Emirates, Argentina, Brazil, and South Africa have
so far shown an interest in acquiring the systems.

The implications of the Philippines becoming the first country to import the BrahMos would be
wide-ranging and consequential in the Indo-Pacific. To begin with, it would caution China, with
whom the Philippines has been engaged in a territorial conflict in the South China Sea, and act
as a deterrent to Beijing’s aggressive posturing. Indeed, this is why China has been wary of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) countries acquiring defence systems such as
the BrahMos. Further, taking lessons, other nations threatened by Chinese belligerence may
come forward to induct the BrahMos into their arsenal, thereby boosting India’s economic, soft,
and hard power profile in the region and providing the Indo-Pacific with a strong and dependable
anchor with which they can protect their sovereignty and territory.
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The Government of India has prioritised making the country ‘Atmanirbhar’ in the defence
manufacturing sector and establishing itself as a major defence exporter. The Philippines, on the
other hand, has decided to buy the BrahMos out of geopolitical and strategic necessities.
Nonetheless, two major roadblocks still remain in the Manila deal.

The first is the Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA), which aims
to sanction individuals and entities who engage in a “significant transaction” with a listed entity.
So far, Turkey and China have been penalised under CAATSA for purchasing the S-400 Triumf
air defense systems from Russia. NPO Mashinostroyenia is one of the listed Russian entities.
And since 65% of the components, including the ramjet engine and radar seeker used in the
BrahMos, are reportedly provided by NPO Mashinostroyenia, the export of the missile systems
may attract sanctions. Remarkably, the United States, of which India is a major defence partner,
has maintained ambiguity over whether it will introduce sanctions over India’s acquisition of the
S-400, licensed production of the AK-203 assault rifle, and export of the BrahMos. Hesitant of
being sanctioned themselves, countries may shy away from purchasing the BrahMos. However,
there is an excellent case for India to receive a waiver from CAATSA, especially vis-à-vis the
BrahMos that can help contain a confrontational China.

The second issue pertains to financing. A regiment of the BrahMos, including a mobile
command post, four missile-launcher vehicles, several missile carriers, and 90 missiles,
reportedly costs around $275.77 million (2,000 crore). Ravaged by the COVID-19 pandemic,
many countries which are interested in the BrahMos would find it difficult to purchase it. The cost
of the systems has been a major hurdle in moving forward to reach a deal with the Philippines.
To remedy this, India has offered a $100 million line of credit, and the Philippines is thinking of
purchasing just one battery of the BrahMos, consisting of three missile launchers with two to
three missile tubes each.

With India determined to develop itself as a hub of defence manufacturing, how it handles the
sale of the BrahMos would be an important factor in its potential emergence as a net provider of
regional security in the Indo-Pacific.

Harsh V. Pant is Director, Studies at the Observer Research Foundation (ORF), New Delhi and
Professor, International Relations at King’s College London. Javin Aryan is a research intern at
the ORF
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-03-18

A GANDHIAN ROUTE IN MYANMAR
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Myanmar

A police officer pays respect to Myanmar nun Sister Ann Rose Nu Tawng as she kneels in front
of police officers to ask security forces to refrain from violence against children and residents
amid anti-coup protests in Myitkyina, Myanmar on March 8, 2021, in this still image taken from
video.   | Photo Credit: Reuters

Aung San Suu Kyi was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1991 while she was still under house
arrest in Myanmar. In a lecture in 2012, she described the award as a recognition that “the
oppressed and the isolated in Burma were also a part of the world, that they were recognising
the oneness of humanity”. It is ironical that 30 years later, the Nobel laureate, who turned a blind
eye to the suffering of the Rohingya Muslims in her country, is now back under house arrest
imposed by the military junta in Myanmar.

Several weeks of non-violent demonstrations and a deadly crackdown have roiled the nation
since the military coup d’état on February 1, which brought back full military reign following
several years of a quasi-electoral rule. However, the most important part about the coup is not
the house arrest of Ms. Suu Kyi, but the unstoppable non-violent civil resistance of the Myanmar
population. It is as if once again, the Myanmarese have come to regard the Gandhian concept of
non-violence as a radically shared social contract that bolsters the intervention of the ethical in
politics. Despite the security forces’ harsh methods against protesters, the anti-coup sentiments
in Myanmar have so far been non-violent and peaceful.

Mahatma Gandhi chose a spinning wheel as a symbol for his idea of non-violence. It
represented two messages: the wheel was the main instrument to protest against India’s
growing industrialism, and it was also a symbol of resistance to the British-made clothes that
had replaced Indian handmade clothes. In the United States, Martin Luther King turned to the
symbol of the “American Dream” as a hope of social justice and equity for every member of the
American society. Today, the three-fingered salute that was adopted by activists in Thailand has
become a strong symbol of resistance for democracy in Myanmar.

The growing interest among the new generation of Myanmar activists in Gandhian non-violence
is not a new phenomenon. For a long time, during her previous house arrest, Ms. Suu Kyi’s
Buddhist spirituality provided her with a moral strength in the direction of non-violent resistance.
“Non-violence means positive action. You have to work for whatever you want. You don’t just sit
there doing nothing and hope to get what you want. It just means that the methods you use are
not violent ones. Some people think that non-violence is passiveness. It’s not so,” she said in an
interview many years ago.

Her message is in tune with that of peaceful protesters who defy fear. As such, there are many
similarities with Ms. Suu Kyi’s argument, which underlined the fact that “it is not power that
corrupts but fear. Fear of losing power corrupts those who wield it and fear of the scourge of
power corrupts those who are subject to it”. Ms. Suu Kyi saw the non-violent revolution in
Myanmar as an attempt by the people to act as the Buddha taught. In Buddhism, she argued,
“each man has in him the potential” to realise this. But “under despotic rule, man is valued least,
as a faceless, mindless — and helpless — mass to be manipulated at will”.

Today, at the centre of Myanmar’s protest movement, the core quality is inner strength. It is the
spiritual steadiness that comes from the belief that non-violent resistance is right, even if it does
not bring down the military junta immediately. This is what the late Czech dissident and artist,

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/Reuters/
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Václav Havel, called “the power of the powerless”. What the young Myanmar protesters
represent is that the powerless do have power, and that power can be manipulated through non-
violent means.

Let us also not forget that the protesters’ quest for democracy not only presents serious
challenges to the authority of the military power in Myanmar and its legitimacy, but also
questions the democratic nature of all those global powers that put into question the authenticity
of the non-violent resistance of the Myanmar population.

Gandhi associated politics with ethics. He once wrote: “I have always derived my politics from
ethics or religion and my strength is also derived by my deriving my politics from ethics. It is also
because I swear by ethics and religion that I find myself in politics. A person who is a lover of his
country is bound to take a lively interest in politics.”

The future of Myanmar is not up to the military, it is up to those who follow the example of
Gandhi in the streets of Yangon and Mandalay. The military and dictatorial powers in the country
are trying to exorcise this spectre, but the winds of Gandhian non-violence are once again
blowing strong and are unlikely to dissipate soon.

The author is Director of the Mahatma Gandhi Centre for Nonviolence and Peace Studies at
O.P. Jindal Global University, Sonipat, Haryana
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2021-03-18

WHY INDIA NEEDS TO LOOK EAST AT TAIWAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

BENGALURU : Hardly any developed country has come out of the pandemic-stricken year that
was 2020 with its leadership or the reputation of its public healthcare system still intact. One
exception is Taiwan, which remarkably had among the lowest number of covid cases in the
world—at under 1,000—without resorting to a lockdown for a single day.

As far back as December 2019, Taiwan’s surveillance of Chinese internet chat conversations
discovered that there was a mysterious viral outbreak in Wuhan. Its public disease control
apparatus was thus primed to quickly put in place strict travel restrictions and also rigorously
monitor quarantines, which included tracking via mobile phones. Through its “Taiwan Can Help"
programme, the country’s health professionals then started to advise other countries. When the
world was short of masks, the country’s renowned factories shifted gears quickly and donated
10 million surgical masks.

The irony is that while Taiwan might have been best-in-class in responding to covid-19 and in
helping the global community, it is not a member of the World Health Organisation—because
China objects to Taiwan being recognised as a sovereign nation. Even the New York Times
shrinks from referring to it as a country, bizarrely calling it an “island".

However, 2020 marks a shift in the global mood against Beijing, which has helped Taiwan’s
international standing. Continuing controversy about whether the WHO is able to work effectively
in China undermined the probe into the origins of the virus (Beijing, in turn, has demanded an
inquiry into whether its origin was in the US). “It’s very important for countries with outbreaks to
inform other countries," says C Jason Wang, a professor of paediatrics at Stanford University.
“Currently, the WHO has to be invited into a country to get the process going. The entire world
has suffered for more than a year. There has to be a better way."

For far too long, a Cinderella pushed to the sidelines of geopolitics and global forums, Taiwan’s
success in managing covid and alerting the world to its virulence has suddenly raised the
country’s profile. If there is one country India should be using as a role model for pandemic
management, as well as for putting its Make in India initiatives on a stronger foundation, it is
Taiwan. On two key counts which have been self-identified by India as key priorities in the
decade ahead—building a stellar public health system and ensuring that local factories are
embedded in the global supply chain—the east Asian country with a population of 24 million
offers a viable model.

The China+1 pivot

Alan Hao Yang, a professor at the Institute of East Asian Studies at National Chengchi
University and executive director of the Taiwan-Asia Exchange Foundation, observes that the
pandemic has given “Taiwan an opportunity to demonstrate its capability to be a responsible
member of the international community. Its practices in sharing medical resources and
pandemic governance" highlighted the differences between Taiwan and China.

In stark contrast, he says, China “took advantage of the strategic window when other major
powers were preoccupied with controlling the virus." This assessment is shared by Indian
analysts trying to post-facto understand China’s incursions along the Ladakh border last year.

Recently, the Financial Times revealed details of a letter sent to Taiwan’s economy minister

https://www.livemint.com/topic/wuhan
https://www.livemint.com/topic/wuhan
https://www.livemint.com/topic/travel-restrictions
https://www.livemint.com/topic/travel-restrictions
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from a Joe Biden administration official in which he expressed gratitude for the Taiwan
government’s “clear commitment to work with manufacturers in Taiwan" to alleviate the
semiconductor shortage. In the midst of a global semiconductor chip shortage for automobiles,
Taiwan’s global leadership in the industry gives it yet another reason for prominence. Trade in
goods between the US and Taiwan has increased three-fold since 2000 and is now close to
$150bn. “This is all music to Taipei’s ears. Taiwan has been pursuing a trade deal with the US
for at least 15 years," the FT observed.

Similarly, India too should be working towards widening contact with Taiwan by exploring a free
trade agreement, says former national security adviser Shivshankar Menon, who is a former
ambassador to China. Given Taiwan’s manufacturing prowess, especially in high-end mobile
phone components, this would immediately give a boost to the Narendra Modi government’s
production-linked incentive (PLI) schemes. Many Taiwanese giants such as Hon Hai’s Foxconn
and Pegatron are already participating. As with most import substitution-led industrial policies
dreamt up in New Delhi, however, the risk is that the complexity of managing raw material costs
inflated by duties on imported components will handicap India’s chances to be a global supplier.
The competitive global mobile phone manufacturing business is already dominated by China
and Vietnam.

In a sense, the PLI scheme encapsulates both the promise and the pitfalls in the days ahead as
India and Taiwan seek to work more closely. It builds on a growing interest for India amidst
Taiwanese companies, arguably the greatest supply chain managers in the world.

Professor Yang points to a Taiwanese government survey that showed that over the past few
years, Taiwanese companies have invested $2 billion in India, creating tens of thousands of jobs
(This is just a fraction of the $14 billion of outbound FDI from Taiwan in 2018 alone). “Having
invested in Southeast Asia for over 40 years, Taiwanese companies are experienced in
assessing locations for their supply chain," he says.

But there are plenty of pitfalls ahead too. For one thing, the PLI schemes are skewed towards
large companies, whereas most of the Taiwanese companies that played a critical role in
making communist China the world’s largest exporter over the past few decades are small and
medium-sized enterprises.

India’s unique difficulties with bureaucratic red tape also make it difficult for smaller exporters
from Taiwan to use India as a base. Recent data shows small and medium-sized exporters in
Britain have lost market share as the costs of processing exports rose post-Brexit. The Modi
government’s partiality for raising duties on thousands of manufacturing inputs will also prove to
be a hurdle for labour-intensive industries, which typically have razor-thin margins.

Lo Chih-Cheng, a Taiwanese parliamentarian and member of the country’s foreign affairs and
defense committee, feels India ought to be the prime beneficiary of Taiwan’s south-bound policy
of the past few years: “It includes not just south east Asian countries, but India and Australia.
Logically, India would be the most important country."

Now, with Taipei financially supporting its companies to facilitate a move out of China, he
underlines the importance of its SMEs shifting to India. Lo points out that 98% of companies in
Taiwan are SMEs and 70% of the jobs are produced by them. Lo says that Taiwan’s investment
has disproportionately gone to Vietnam, Thailand and Cambodia, but observes, “Taiwan and
India are natural partners not just in security aspects, but also in building a political relationship."

Nicest country in Asia
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Analysts in Taiwan feel that the two countries have shown that they can cooperate in the
transfer of skills when it comes to earthquake-preparedness management or in large-scale
manufacturing, but there is more to be done on public healthcare management. Stanford
University’s Wang points to the success that Taiwan had in using chips in mobile phones to
track people who were under quarantine and ensuring that they stayed at home.

He attributes its success to 17 years of preparation following the outbreak of SARS in east Asia
in 2003. In countries like the UK, using private companies employing teams of callers to contact
people by phone failed spectacularly, in part, because rising infections tend to quickly
overwhelm the public health system’s ability to track people’s movements and health using
human contact tracers.

In a vivid example of Taiwan’s technological prowess, its response to a visit from the Diamond
Princess cruise liner was exemplary. Three thousand passengers disembarked from the cruise
liner for a one-day tour in Keelung, Taiwan, on 31 January. Wang notes that 627,000 potential
contacts from that fateful visit were notified via text messages and asked to self-quarantine or
call health authorities if they had any symptoms; 67 Taiwanese were tested, and all were
negative. This incident also reflects a digitally-savvy governance set up.

Taiwan has often been called the nicest country in Asia by veteran foreign correspondents in the
region. Its efficiency and team spirit on display in combatting covid is a classic case of nice guys
finishing first. Covid has shown once again that the world has much to learn from democracies in
Asia such as Korea and Taiwan—and, indeed, India, which has stepped in to manufacture
vaccines at scale.

Vaccine diplomacy

As India pursues its vaccine diplomacy, Taiwan should ideally be high on its list. Last month,
Taiwan’s health minister accused China of pressuring BioNTech just as it was on the verge of
signing a contract with a German pharma company to deliver 5 million vaccine doses to Taiwan.
The Serum Institute’s head start in global production of the vaccine makes India an obvious
partner.

Indo-Taiwanese relations are hamstrung in part because of New Delhi’s sensitivity to what
Beijing’s bellicose response would be to deeper engagement with Taiwan. On 7 March, China’s
foreign minister Wang Yi warned the US that “the Chinese government has no room for
compromise or concessions on the Taiwan issue". Given the tensions on India’s northern
border, these are already especially difficult times for New Delhi to navigate a stable relationship
with China. Still, Lo, the Taiwanese MP, argues that given that China has become “more
assertive in creating its sphere of influence" in Asia, all the countries neighbouring China should
work together. “For now, there is no official track 1 strategic dialogue. There is a need for that
sort of discussion. We are facing a strategic threat from China… (India’s unofficial) office in
Taipei focuses (only) on economy and trade," Lo says.

Menon cautions that while the government of India has a much bigger stake in China, it should
still be pursuing closer ties with Taipei, including using it as a listening post to China. Taiwan has
been locked out of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) because China
is a prominent member. A bilateral trade deal instead could enhance Taiwan and India’s
complementary nature in manufacturing, with Taiwan providing global technology prowess and
knowledge of global supply chains while India steps up with its large workforce and mid-level
managerial skills.

There is thus much to play for in closer relations between the two countries. Sana Hashmi, a
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visiting fellow at the Taiwan-Asia Exchange Foundation, says, “In the field of science and
technology, cooperation is extensive, but primarily at the track II level. However, other aspects of
the relations have been sidelined due to the lack of a framework or a rule book on how to govern
India-Taiwan ties."

Lo, the Taiwanese MP, remains optimistic. He admits that he has heard “complaints" from
Taiwanese SMEs with regard to their dealings with India’s bureaucracy. “Any huge market has
risks and costs, and you have to accept that... In 1979, China was difficult," observes Lo. “Our
SMEs are very courageous and willing to go anywhere." The Quad meeting earlier this month
renewed India’s partnership with the US, Australia and Japan. But India has never taken smaller
East Asian countries as seriously as it should. Given Taiwan’s pre-eminent role in
semiconductor chips and computers, and its position as a liberal Asian democracy threatened by
Beijing, that shift is already overdue.

Despite almost daily intrusions into Taiwanese airspace by China last year, Taiwan’s exports to
the mainland and Hong Kong totalled $151 billion in 2020, underlining how critical China
remains as a manufacturing base for Taiwanese companies. It is another reminder that for four
decades, Taiwan has served as the speedy tugboat that has pulled China into its pre-eminent
position in global trade today.

Rahul Jacob was the Financial Times’ South China correspondent between 2010 and 2013
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-03-19

‘RAISE CAA, S-400 DEAL WITH INDIA’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

Bob Menendez  

Saying the Indian government is moving away from democratic values, the Chairman of the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Bob Menendez, has written to U.S. Secretary of Defense
Lloyd Austin asking him to raise concerns about democracy and India’s purchase of the S-400
Russian missile defence system during his visit to New Delhi. Mr. Austin is expected to meet
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and senior national security officials between March 19 and 21
when he is in New Delhi.

“I would like to see the U.S.-India partnership grow, but we must acknowledge that the
partnership is strongest when based on shared democratic values and the Indian government
has been trending away from those values,” Mr. Menendez said in the letter dated March 17.

“I also expect that you will raise the administration’s opposition to India’s reportedly planned
purchase of the Russian S-400 missile defense system,” he wrote.

Among his concerns, Mr. Menendez cited crackdown on journalists and critics of the
government, its handling of the farmers’ protests and the use of sedition laws, and the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA).

“The Indian government’s ongoing crackdown on farmers peacefully protesting new farming
laws and corresponding intimidation of journalists and government critics only underscores the
deteriorating situation of democracy,” Mr. Menendez says.

“Moreover, in recent years, rising anti-Muslim sentiment and related government actions like the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act, the suppression of political dialogue and arrest of political
opponents following the abrogation of Article 370 in Kashmir, and the use of sedition laws to
persecute political opponents have resulted in the U.S. human rights group Freedom House
stripping India of its ‘Free’ status in its yearly global survey,” he says.

CAATSA sanctions

India’s purchase of S-400 for just under $5.5 billion could attract sanctions under a 2017 law, the
Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA). The Trump
administration’s repeated message was that sanction waivers are not automatic and decided on
a case-by-case basis. Congress forced the Trump administration’s hand in December last year
by requiring it to sanction Turkey for purchasing the S-400. In 2018, China was sanctioned for
purchase of Russian equipment.

While India is not a treaty ally of the U.S. and is increasing its purchase of U.S. arms —
mitigating circumstances as per U.S. law — the Menendez letter suggests that sanctions are
still, at least in theory, an option as India is expected to take delivery of the S-400 later this year.

It reads: “India’s planned purchase of the Russian S-400 missile defense system is also a matter
of concern. I recognize that India is not a U.S. treaty ally and has historical ties with the Soviet
and Russian militaries. However, if India chooses to go forward with its purchase of the S-400,
that act will clearly constitute a significant, and therefore sanctionable, transaction with the
Russian defense sector under Section 231 of CAATSA.”



Page 120

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Subscribe to The Hindu digital to get unlimited access to Today's paper

Already have an account ? Sign in

Start your 14 days free trial. Sign Up

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper, crossword and print.

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=34104105&utm_campaign=tp-national&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=34104105&utm_campaign=tp-national
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker


Page 121

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-03-19

CHINA SAYS ‘NO COMPROMISE’ ON SOVEREIGNTY
AHEAD OF ALASKA MEET

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

China’s Foreign Ministry said on Thursday it would not make concessions to the U.S. on key
issues, including Xinjiang and Hong Kong, ahead of high-level meetings between the two
countries’ diplomats in Alaska.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken and White House National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan are
set for talks with senior Chinese official Yang Jiechi and Foreign Minister Wang Yi later
Thursday.

It is the highest-level face-to-face diplomatic meeting between the two countries since U.S.
President Joe Biden took office.

China wants a reset in relations, which were pitched into turmoil by Donald Trump’s presidency,
which brought a damaging trade war and spats over everything from defence to tech and rights
in Hong Kong.

But as the diplomats landed in Alaska hours ahead of the talks, a Foreign Ministry spokesman in
Beijing issued a warning to Washington.

“China has no room for compromise on issues concerning its sovereignty, security and core
interests,” spokesman Zhao Lijian said.

Mr. Zhao urged the U.S. against talking tough and engaging in “megaphone diplomacy” toward
China after Washington said it intended to show its firmness against Beijing after a round of
alliance-building across Asia.

“The US should meet China halfway and conduct the dialogue in a sincere and constructive
manner,” Mr. Zhao said.

The Alaska talks will be the first between the powers since Mr. Yang met Mr. Blinken’s hawkish
predecessor Mike Pompeo last June in Hawaii — a setting similarly far from the high-stakes
glare of national capitals.

The American diplomats aim to be on the front foot in the talks, U.S. officials have said. The U.S.
plans to express “deep concerns” about the treatment of the Uighur minority in Xinjiang, a
crackdown in Hong Kong, Chinese “economic coercion” and Beijing’s “increasingly aggressive”
stance towards Taiwan.
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RUSSIA HOSTS AFGHAN PEACE MEET
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Time for talks:Ex-President Hamid Karzai, left, and Taliban leader Abdul Ghani Baradar, second
from right, in Moscow.APAlexander Zemlianichenko  

Russia hosted a peace conference for Afghanistan on Thursday, bringing together government
representatives and their Taliban adversaries along with international observers in a bid to help
jump-start the country’s stalled peace process.

The one-day gathering is the first of three planned international conferences ahead of a May 1
deadline for the final withdrawal of U.S. and NATO troops from the country, a date fixed under a
year-old agreement between the U.S. and the Taliban.

Call for ceasefire

Moscow’s attempt at mediation comes as talks in Doha between the Afghan government and the
Taliban, still waging an insurgency, have stalled. Washington and Kabul have been pressing for
a ceasefire while the Taliban say they will negotiate it as part of peace talks with the Afghan
government.

“We hope that today’s talks will help achieve progress in the inter-Afghan talks,” Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said at the start of the meeting.

The Moscow conference is attended by U.S. peace envoy Zalmay Khalilzad, Abdullah Abdullah,
head of Afghanistan’s National Reconciliation Council, and Taliban co-founder Mullah Abdul
Ghani Baradar. Representatives of Pakistan, Iran, and China are also participating.

Moscow, which fought a 10-year war in Afghanistan that ended with Soviet troops’ withdrawal in
1989, has made a diplomatic comeback as a mediator in Afghanistan, reaching out to feuding
factions as it jockeys with the U.S. for influence in the country.

Mr. Lavrov on Thursday urged the Afghan government and the Taliban to take a constructive
stance and make compromises, adding that international participants should help create the
necessary conditions for reaching a deal.

“The Afghan parties interested in the national reconciliation can reach peace only through
negotiations and compromises,” Mr. Lavrov said.

“It’s important to sign an agreement that would serve the interests of all key ethnic and political
forces of the country and determine the vector of its development.”

He emphasised that it was important to quickly reach a peace deal “amid the deteriorating
military-political situation” before the summer, when an upsurge in fighting is likely.
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U.S., CHINA SPAR AT ALASKA MEET
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Tough talk:Secretary of State Antony Blinken, second from right, speaking to Chinese diplomats
in Anchorage.APFREDERIC J. BROWN  

The Biden administration’s first bilateral engagement with Beijing got off to a rocky start as the
two sides traded barbs with each other in front of the press, during the opening session of their
dialogue in Anchorage, Alaska.

The U.S. side, led by Secretary of State Antony Blinken and National Security Adviser Jake
Sullivan, opened with remarks that included references to China’s actions in Tibet, Hong Kong,
Xinjiang and accused Beijing of economic coercion. The Chinese side, led by Director of Foreign
Affairs Yang Jiechi and State Councilor Wang Yi, questioned the U.S. narrative of China’s role in
the world and expressed, often sarcastically, its own concerns about U.S. actions — domestic
and international. Earlier this month, State Department Spokesperson Ned Price had said the
U.S. would “certainly not pull any punches” while discussing its disagreements with China.
Thursday’s opening remarks made evident that neither side was pulling any punches.

In his opening remarks, Mr. Blinken spoke of the rules based-international order. “The
alternative to a rules-based order is a world in which might makes right and winners take all, and
that would be a far more violent and unstable world for all of us,” he said, apparently referring to
a China-led world order. He also said the U.S. would like to discuss its “deep concerns” with
China’s actions in Xinjiang, Taiwan, Hong Kong, cyber attacks on the U.S. and “economic
coercion” with regard to U.S. allies.

“Each of these actions threaten the rules-based order that maintains global stability. That’s why
they’re not merely internal matters and why we feel an obligation to raise these issues here
today,” he said.

The main priorities of the U.S.’s approach to China and the world were the interests of the
American people and protection of allies’ interests, Mr. Sullivan told the Chinese delegation.

Mr. Yang said China and the international community were following a UN-led order not “the so
called ‘rules-based’ international order”. In an apparent reference to U.S. actions, Mr. Yang said:
“We do not believe in invading through the use of force, or to topple other regimes through
various means, or to massacre the people of other countries, because all of those would only
cause turmoil and instability in this world.”

He also called the discussion a “strategic dialogue” as Chinese officials had been doing in the
run-up to the Anchorage interaction, in contrast to Mr. Blinken and his colleagues, who had
repeatedly emphasised that they did not consider this a strategic dialogue. U.S. officials have
said future discussions would be contingent on China changing its behaviour. Mr. Yang, in an
apparent tit-for-tat reference to human rights issues, said America faced “deep seated”
challenges on the rights front and cited the Black Lives Matter movement. He also called the
U.S. a “champion” with regard to cyberattack capabilities.

Mr. Wang accused the U.S. of wanting to create an advantage for itself going into the talks by
imposing sanctions on Chinese and Hong Kong officials. The State Department had announced
sanctions on March 16 in response to Beijing’s move to decrease the proportion of
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democratically elected lawmakers in Hong Kong’s legislature.

“This is not supposed to be the way one should welcome his guests,” Mr. Wang said.
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‘WE’VE HIGH HOPES ON INDIA AT HRC’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

A file photo of Jaffna MP M.A. Sumanthiran.AP  

The Tamil National Alliance’s (TNA) “hopes are high” that India will vote for the UN resolution on
promoting reconciliation, accountability and human rights in Sri Lanka next week, according to
its spokesman and Jaffna legislator M.A. Sumanthiran.

Whether India votes for the resolution or abstains is “entirely a matter that they will decide”, but
the TNA’s expectations are “clearly” that India must support and vote for the resolution, he says,
speaking to The Hindu on the coming vote.

Despite its diminished presence in Parliament since the August 2020 general elections, the TNA
remains the largest grouping representing the Tamils of the north and east in Sri Lanka, with 10
MPs in the 225-member House.

“Our hopes are high this time, since India’s statement at the Interactive Dialogue segment
placed the political aspirations of the Tamil people on par with recognising the territorial integrity
of Sri Lanka,” Mr. Sumanthiran says, referring to the intervention made by India’s Permanent
Representative in Geneva, on February 25.

The Jaffna parliamentarian’s optimism about India’s likely vote is akin to that expressed by the
Rajapaksa administration, which wants the exact opposite outcome on the resolution that the 47
members of the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva will get to vote on next week. Colombo
has sought India’s support at the highest levels to defeat the resolution, and Sri Lanka’s Foreign
Secretary Jayanath Colombage has said India has “assured” Sri Lanka of its support , although
New Delhi has made no official statement in this regard.

However, citing India’s past voting patterns, vis-à-vis the seven UN resolutions on Sri Lanka
since 2009, Mr. Sumanthiran points out that India has voted in favour of resolutions thrice — in
2009, 2012 and 2013 – while abstaining in 2014. “Given this track record, we do not expect India
to vote against the resolution.”

Low expectations

Although the TNA is campaigning for the resolution to be adopted, most of Sri Lanka’s Tamil
leadership, including the TNA, have already lowered their expectations of the Council, especially
on accountability. In a joint letter to member states in January, TNA leader R. Sampanthan,
Tamil National People’s Front leader G.G. Ponnambalam, and Tamil Makkal Tesiya Kootani
leader and former Chief Minister of the Northern Province C.V. Wigneswaran, along with some
civil society organisations, sought to shift the question of accountability from the Council in
Geneva to New York, to the UN General Assembly and the UN Security Council, which can refer
the matter to the International Criminal Court (ICC).

All the same the draft resolution accommodating some of the key issues highlighted in their joint
letter is significant, according to Mr. Sumanthiran. “The prosecutorial mechanism has been left
out, that is something we asked for; it stresses the importance of a comprehensive
accountability process, while noting the lack of accountability in domestic mechanisms. So,
although the resolution does not name the ICC — which anyway it cannot do since it has no
mandate — it very clearly points to the ICC when these are read together.”
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But some Tamil politicians and activists deem the resolution “watered down”, and criticise the
TNA for supporting a “weak resolution” that does not factor in all the demands of Tamil people.
“Weak or strong has to be evaluated in the context of what a world body such as the UN Human
Rights Council can actually achieve. Given the powers of the Council, and the composition of
the Council, I don’t think this is a weak resolution at all,” Mr. Sumanthiran says in response,
asking critics if they are siding with the government that wants the resolution defeated.

Regardless of their clashing views on the resolution itself, both the TNA and its detractors would
know well that taking Sri Lanka’s case to the ICC, as they had collectively sought, is not easy.
The Government of Sri Lanka has categorically rejected international mechanisms. Further, UN
bodies are not immune to geopolitical realities that play out and influence them.

Mr. Sumanthiran agrees. “Yes, one cannot go to the ICC without the cooperation of Sri Lanka.
Or to a referral by the Security Council, where permanent members have veto powers. It seems
almost impossible to go to the ICC, for instance, in the prevailing situation, but conditions do
change, geopolitics also changes,” he notes, invoking India’s example.

Going back to 1987 when the Indo-Lanka Accord was signed, he recalls India’s alignment “more
with Russia than the USA”, in the prolonged Cold War. “India was a regional power then, but
perhaps not considered the regional superpower. Compare that with the current geopolitical
reality, it is very, very different. China has entered the picture, as one that challenges the sole
world power, the U.S. India is a regional superpower, and also aligned with the U.S. at least in
so far as opposition to China is concerned. So, the equations have changed quite a bit.”

‘Govt. is desperate’

While acknowledging the difficulty in predicting exactly how countries may align or act in future,
Mr. Sumanthiran still sees value in collecting and preserving evidence — that the resolution
includes — for use at a future date. Pinning hopes on possible changes in international law and
geopolitical factors, he speaks of a time “when it may become possible to actually refer the
matter to the ICC, or to any other mechanism that may be available at that time. And I say this
because the ICC itself is less than 20 years old.”

Meanwhile, the Sri Lankan government is “desperate to somehow avoid a debacle in Geneva”,
he notes, referring to three recent moves — reversing the mandatory cremations policy for
COVID-19 victims , the President wanting to meet families of the disappeared, and the President
asking officials to prepare for Provincial Council elections.

“But the lack of genuineness is there for all to see in the way they have approached all three
matters,” he says, pointing to the government’s controversial choice of burial sites far away from
capital Colombo, the lack of any follow-up since the announcement on meeting families of the
disappeared, and the conflicting signals emerging from the government on provincial council
elections.
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NEW PHASE OF U.S.-CHINA TIES COMES WITH TESTS
FOR INDIA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

A sharp exchange between top U.S. and Chinese officials in Alaska on Friday, played out fully in
the eyes of the gathered media, marked the start of a new phase in U.S.-China relations — one
that comes with fresh challenges for India.

If the acrimonious public exchange appeared to be a surprising departure from the diplomatic
norms usually followed in such scripted meetings, it was, on one level, entirely expected.

After all, both sides had made clear in the lead-up to the Biden administration’s first in-person
engagement with China that the meeting in Anchorage was more about drawing red lines than
any real attempt at a reset. Even describing what the meeting actually was had emerged as a
point of discord, labelled by Beijing as a “strategic dialogue” even as Washington disputed that
description.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken, accompanied by National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan for
the talks with Yang Jiechi, Politburo member and Director of the Central Commission for Foreign
Affairs, and Wang Yi, the Foreign Minister, set the tone by expressing “deep concerns with
actions by China, including in Xinjiang, Hong Kong, Taiwan, cyberattacks on the U.S., and
economic coercion toward our allies”.

What followed was a 16-minute speech from Mr. Yang, going far beyond the expected two-
minute opening statement. To Washington’s contention that it was engaging China from a
position of strength — the Alaska meeting pointedly followed the Quad leaders’ summit last
week and Mr. Blinken’s recent visits to Japan and South Korea — Mr. Yang retorted, “the U.S.
does not have the qualification to say that it wants to speak to China from a position of strength”.
The remarks were widely circulated in the Chinese media, welcomed as reflecting a new
dynamic in the relationship.

The message from Beijing was that if Washington expected this meet to be about a one-way
drawing of the red-lines, it was clearly mistaken. Meanwhile, the unequivocal message from
Washington was that the Biden administration will certainly not be an Obama 2.0, a time when
both sides emphasised cooperation.

Key takeaways

The main takeaway from Alaska is that any reset in ties from the turbulent Trump era is unlikely.
At the same time, the acrimonious beginning, which to some degree was a result of public
posturing by both sides who were concerned about sending the right messages to their
audiences at home, may give way to some cautious engagement.

If China made a concession by travelling to Alaska, a point made by its officials, a return visit to
Beijing by Mr. Blinken in coming months, should it take place, will underline that both sides are
still seeking spaces to work together amid the rancour. Both, for instance, could still agree to
cooperate on issues like climate change, the global economic recovery, and Afghanistan.

The other takeaway is the emergence of a drawing of battle lines between Washington and its
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allies on one side, and on the other, Beijing and its main ally when it comes to the Indo-Pacific
and Eurasia, Russia. China was quick to announce, before the Alaska talks, that Russia’s
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov will visit Beijing, days after President Biden called Russia’s
Vladimir Putin “a killer”.

This will particularly pose a test for India’s diplomacy, starting with affecting India’s defence
supplies from Russia, with the U.S. making it clear that importing Russian equipment like the S-
400 missile defence system will attract sanctions as well as the U.S. withholding high-tech
exports.

While India confronts its own problems with China amid a slow-moving disengagement process
along the Line of Actual Control (LAC), it has still made clear it does not want to be part of any
alliances. This balancing act is reflected in India’s varying multilateral engagements, ranging
from the Quad to groupings like RIC (Russia-India-China), the BRICS, and the China and
Russia-led Shanghai Cooperation Organisation.

The U.S.-China divide will also mean a tightrope walk for India at the UN Security Council,
where it is serving a two-year term as non-permanent member, as the split between the U.S.,
the U.K. and France on the one hand and Russia and China on the other grows ever wider, as
seen in response to the Myanmar coup.
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‘INDIA CANNOT TURN A BLIND EYE TO CRISIS IN
MYANMAR’

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Myanmar

As hundreds of Myanmarese people took shelter in Mizoram fearing a military crackdown in the
neighbouring country, State Chief Minister Zoramthanga has written to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi that “India cannot turn a blind eye” to the humanitarian crisis unfolding right in its backyard.
Mr. Zoramthanga said that “political refugees” from Myanmar should be given asylum, and
provided food and shelter.

He said the Ministry of Home Affairs’recent communication to deport “political refugees” was not
acceptable to Mizoram.

The Tatmadaw, or Myanmar military, took over the country after a coup on February 1.

In a letter dated March 18, Mr. Zoramthanga wrote to the Prime Minister, “You are aware a
human catastrophe of gigantic proportions is happening in Myanmar today right in front of our
eyes. The whole country is in turmoil and innocent hapless citizens are being persecuted and
killed by the military regime who are supposed to be their guardians and protectors. Mizoram
shares a 510 km-long border with Myanmar, and every day terrified Myanmar citizens are
struggling to cross over to Mizoram in search of shelter.”

“Mizoram cannot just remain indifferent to their sufferings today,” the letter accessed by The
Hindu stated.
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U.S.-CHINA TALKS END ON SUBDUED NOTE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Fiery start:Secretary of State Antony Blinken addressing the press as NSA Jake Sullivan, right,
looks on, in Anchorage.APFREDERIC J. BROWN  

The U.S.-China talks started with a bang but ended with a whimper as Chinese officials left the
site of the talks in Anchorage without a press conference on Friday and the rancour and sparring
evident in Thursday’s opening session did not have a sequel to match.

While the Chinese delegation left without addressing the press, U.S. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan spoke to reporters, saying the two sides
were “fundamentally at odds” on a number of issues but suggesting they would work together on
others. Mr. Blinken listed Iran, North Korea, Afghanistan and climate change as areas of
common interest.

“And we certainly know and knew going in that there are a number of areas where we are
fundamentally at odds, includinog China’s actions in Xinjiang, with regard to Hong Kong, Tibet,
increasingly Taiwan, as well as actions that it’s taken in cyberspace,” Mr. Blinken said.

The U.S. has determined that the Chinese government is engaged in a “genocide” on the Uighur
Muslim minority in Xinjiang. Days before the talks, the State Department announced sanctions
against Chinese and Hong Kong officials for increasing Beijing’s control over Hong Kong’s
legislature. “And it’s no surprise that when we raised those issues clearly and directly, we got a
defensive response,” Mr. Blinken said.

“But we were also able to have a very candid conversation over these many hours on an
expansive agenda. On Iran, on North Korea, on Afghanistan, on climate, our interests intersect,”
he said.

In matters of trade, technology and economic, Mr. Blinken said the U.S. told China that it is
working with Congress and its allies and will move forward in a way that “fully protects and
advances the interests of workers and our businesses”.

In line with expectations that U.S. officials had attempted to set prior to the talks, there was
neither a joint statement nor a clear identification of deliverables after the meetings. This,
despite the U.S. and China (along with Russia and Pakistan) signing a joint statement on the
Afghan peace settlement in Moscow.

“We were clear-eyed coming in, we’re clear-eyed coming out, and we will go back to
Washington to take stock of where we are,” Mr. Sullivan told reporters on Friday. “We’ll continue
to consult with allies and partners on the way forward and, of course, on issues ranging from
Iran to Afghanistan through the normal diplomatic channels. We’ll continue to work with China
going forward.”
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US PIPS SAUDI ARABIA AS SECOND LARGEST
EXPORTER OF CRUDE OIL TO INDIA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

NEW DELHI: US crude oil exports to India jumped to 2.11 million metric tonnes in February,
helping it dislodge Saudi Arabia as the second largest supplier to India, the world’s third largest
oil importer.

This comes in the backdrop of India increasing its oil imports from the US, with the Indian
government working on diversifying the country’s energy basket with crude oil supplies from
non-Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (Opec) sources.

“India's dramatic surge in US crude inflows has helped the exporter to displace Saudi Arabia for
the first time, as refiners queued up for lighter feedstock anticipating robust demand for gasoline
and other products, while staying away from Middle Eastern supplies following OPEC-led output
cuts," S&P Global Platts said in a statement on Friday.

India’s evolving energy security playbook comes at a time when global crude oil prices have
surged after the Opec-plus grouping’s decision to retain supply curbs. With domestic petrol and
diesel prices at record highs, India had expressed its displeasure to Opec for ‘backtracking’ on
its commitments.

“In February, inflows from the US was 2.11 million mt, about 32% higher than 1.61 million mt
inflows from Saudi Arabia. This pushed US to the second spot. Iraq retained its position as the
top supplier, with shipments of 2.89 million mt in the same month," the Platts statement added.

This also comes at a time when India is leaning on its old energy partner Russia to cushion its
consumers from price shocks, with the two countries exploring an approach to protect both the
buyer and seller from the sharp volatility in global prices as reported by Mint earlier. India is also
eyeing more long-term crude oil contracts from Russia.

India signed the first term contract for crude oil sourcing from Russia in February last year, with
state run Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) and Rosneft inking the agreement for 2 million metric
tonnes (mmt) of Urals grade crude.

India is particularly vulnerable as any increase in global prices can affect its import bill, stoke
inflation and widen trade deficit. The cost of the Indian basket of crude, which comprises Oman,
Dubai and Brent crude, was at $65.19 a barrel on 18 March. Following the covid outbreak, crude
prices for Indian basket of crude had plunged to $19.90 in April before recovering to $61.22 a
barrel in February, data from the Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell showed.

“India's demand for lighter products such as LPG, naphtha and gasoline has been doing a lot
better than middle distillates such as gasoil, kerosene and jet fuel. So it made good sense to
source light sweet crude from the US, especially as arbitrage economics was viable," said Lim
Jit Yang, adviser for oil markets for Asia-Pacific at Platts Analytics, in a statement.

India spent $101.4 billion on crude oil imports in 2019-20 and $111.9 billion in 2018-19. It is a
key refining hub in Asia, with an installed capacity of over 249.36 million tonnes per annum
(mtpa). It has 23 refineries and plans to grow its refining capacity to 400 mtpa by 2025.
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INDIA, FRANCE WORKING ON THIRD JOINT SPACE
MISSION: ISRO CHAIRMAN

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

ISRO Chairman K. Sivan. File   | Photo Credit: PTI

India and France are working on their third joint satellite mission, even as the bilateral space
collaboration is entering into multiple domains, including human spaceflight programme, ISRO
Chairman K. Sivan said.

Mr. Sivan, also Secretary in the Department of Space, said many French companies are keen to
tap into opportunities thrown up by recent reforms injected into the space sector by the
Government.

"France is the biggest partner of India in space", he said at the DST (Department of Science and
Technology) Golden Jubilee Discourse on 'unlocking India's space potential - geospatial data &
mapping', an event presented on virtual mode by the National Council for Science and
Technology Communication and 'Vigyan Prasar' on Friday.

According to ISRO officials, ISRO and French space agency CNES (Centre National dEtudes
Spatiales) have undertaken two joint missions 'Megha-Tropiques', which was launched in 2011,
and 'Saral-Altika' in 2013.

"Currently, we are working for the third one (mission)", Mr. Sivan said.

Also read | India, France in discussion for Mission Alpha-like equipment for Gaganyaan
astronauts

Officials said ISRO and CNES have completed the feasibility study to realise the earth
observation satellite mission with thermal infrared imager, TRISHNA (Thermal infraRed Imaging
Satellite for High resolution Natural resource Assessment) and are working towards finalising an
implementing arrangement for the joint development.

Mr. Sivan said India is also working with France on joint experiments and accommodation of
scientific instruments in space missions.

"Indo-French space collaboration is expanding into multiple domains including space exploration
and human space flight programme," he said.

ISRO officials said the two space agencies have also finalised all interface control documents for
accommodating CNES's 'ARGOS' instrument in ISROs OCEANSAT-3 satellite.

ARGOS instrument has been delivered at Bengaluru for integration with the satellite.

"Discussions on establishing 'NavIC' (an independent regional navigation satellite system
developed and maintained by India) reference station in France and CNES 'Scintillation'
receivers in India are also progressing well", they said.

ISRO-CNES HSP (Human Space Programme) Working Group had a number of discussions on
medical aspects of human spaceflight and finalising an implementation arrangement to formalise

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/PTI/
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cooperation in the field of space medicine, it was noted.

Mr. Sivan said with the recent reforms initiated by the government in the space sector, the Indo-
French space cooperation is expected to grow further involving industries, academia and
research institutes.

He said many French companies want to "make use of" reforms in the sector and "they are
going to involve".

So, the reforms would not only strengthen space cooperation at government-to-government
level but industry-to-industry interaction is going to get a "fresh relook" in the changed
environment, Mr. Sivan added.

Watch | India's NavIC system now on smartphones
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PHILIPPINES ACCUSES CHINA OF ‘INCURSION’ IN
DISPUTED SEA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Troubled waters:Some of the over 200 Chinese boats moored at Whitsun Reef, South China
Sea, in this file photo.AP  

The Philippines on Sunday accused China of “incursion” after more than 200 militia boats were
spotted near a disputed reef in the South China Sea, in a rare rebuke of its superpower
neighbour.

The Philippine coast guard detected the boats “in line formation” at the boomerang-shaped
Whitsun Reef, around 320 km (175 nautical miles) west of Palawan Island on March 7.

“We call on the Chinese to stop this incursion and immediately recall these boats violating our
maritime rights and encroaching into our sovereign territory,” Defence Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana said in a statement.

“This is a clear provocative action of militarizing the area. These are territories well within
Philippine Exclusive Economic Zone.”

Mr. Lorenzana said the government was considering “appropriate action” to protect Filipino
fishermen, the country’s marine resources and maintain peace and stability in the area.

Foreign Secretary Teodoro Locsin said on Twitter he had lodged a diplomatic protest over the
ships.

The Chinese Embassy in Manila did not respond to a request for comment.

A government task force charged with monitoring the contested waters announced Saturday the
detection of around 220 “Chinese Maritime Militia Vessels” earlier this month. “Despite clear
weather at the time, the vessels massed at the reef showed no fishing activities,” the agency
said.

The U.S. has previously accused China of using maritime militia to “intimidate, coerce and
threaten other nations” over its claims to almost the entire South China Sea.
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IRAN DEAL COULD BE RESCUED BY THE IAEA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Rafael Grossi, Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency, arrives to open the
IAEA Board of Governors meeting at the agency's headquarters in Vienna, Austria on March 1,
2021.  

Even as the chicken-and-egg game is being played between the U.S. and Iran on the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) as to whether Iranian compliance comes first or the
lifting of sanctions by the U.S., the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is back on the
stage to rescue the JCPOA. The U.S. tried to pressurise Iran by proposing a resolution in the
IAEA Board of Governors (March 1-5) meeting criticising Iranian non-compliance with the
JCPOA and its alleged IAEA safeguards violations amidst rumours that Iran might withdraw from
the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and proceed to develop nuclear weapons. Iranian
Intelligence Minister Mahmoud Alavi had hinted at it in an interview with Iranian State television
in February. Mr. Alavi’s widely reported remark — that “a cornered cat may behave differently
from when the cat is free” — was interpreted as a warning that Iran might abandon the JCPOA
and proceed with unbridled nuclear activities.

Having sat in the alphabetical order next to Iranian Ambassadors and top nuclear negotiators on
the IAEA Board of Governors for about four years, I know they looked at India with admiration
for the way India had handled the NPT. They often wished that they had not signed the NPT,
developed a capability like India did, and then negotiated a deal. I did not have to remind them
that such an option was not available and that the United Nations Security Council would not
give them permission to leave the NPT even if they wished to do so.

Even though the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s fatwa against nuclear weapons still
stands, Foreign Policy recently noted: “Wide swaths of Iranian society, among the public and
policymakers alike, seem to increasingly see the weapon not just as an ultimate deterrent but as
a panacea for Iran’s chronic security problems and challenges to its sovereignty by foreign
powers.” If the stalemate continues on JCPOA, because of the U.S. pressure, public opinion
may shift towards the Indian model of creating a deterrent and then seeking a special
dispensation to avoid severe sanctions. But the risks involved in such a policy will be grave,
including the possibility of military action by Israel.

The Iranian elections in June make it imperative for the country to have at least an initial
breakthrough before the polls. If not, the new government, which might be more radical than the
present one, would be tempted to adopt a policy of creating a de facto deterrent as the only
option for survival.

A technical ‘understanding’ reached on February 21 by IAEA Director General Rafael Grossi
allowing monitoring by the IAEA to continue in Iran for three months augured well for a possible
IAEA effort in case the JCPOA talks broke down. Iranians had also agreed to an early April visit
to Iran by an IAEA technical team to discuss outstanding safeguard matters. It was against this
backdrop that Mr. Grossi persuaded the Americans not to move a resolution in the IAEA Board,
so that the IAEA did not get entangled in the U.S. position on Iran. It was important for the IAEA
to pursue its non-proliferation efforts with Iran outside the JCPOA.

Perhaps, Mr. Grossi expects that in the event of the present efforts to renew the JCPOA failing
altogether, it should be possible to consider a fresh initiative by the IAEA to deal with the issue.
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The IAEA is neither the Secretariat of the NPT nor is it empowered to request States to adhere
to it. It does, however, have formal responsibility in the context of implementing Article III of the
Treaty. The IAEA’s mandate, expertise, and experience also equip it well to assist in the
implementation of other Articles. At the broadest level, the IAEA provides two service functions
under the NPT. It facilitates and provides a channel for endeavours aimed at the “further
development of the applications of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, especially in the
territories of non-nuclear-weapon States Party to the Treaty, with due consideration for the
needs of the developing areas of the world.” Its other major function is to administer international
nuclear safeguards, in accordance with Article III of the Treaty, to verify fulfilment of the non-
proliferation commitment assumed by non-nuclear-weapon States party to the Treaty.

The NPT assigns to the IAEA the responsibility for verifying, at the global level, through its
safeguards system, that non-nuclear weapon States fulfil their obligations not to use their
peaceful nuclear activities to develop any nuclear explosive devices of any kind. Accordingly, the
Iranian file could go back to the IAEA to start fresh negotiations to restrain Iran to remain within
the permissible level of enrichment of uranium. In effect, this may mean going back to the pre-
six nation initiative, when the IAEA could not certify that Iran was not engaged in weapon
activities. With the experience of the JCPOA, any new arrangement has to ensure that Iran must
have sanctions relief, the stockpile of enriched uranium should not exceed the limits established,
and there should be iron clad guarantees that Iran will not violate the safeguards agreement.
The test is whether these can be accomplished within the framework of the IAEA.

Since the IAEA is a technical body, its deliberations may be kept at the technical level. At the
same time, since it is open for the IAEA to report to the Security Council for necessary action,
the IAEA will have the necessary clout to insist on the implementation of the NPT and its
additional protocol. A new avenue may open for Iran to continue its peaceful nuclear activities as
permitted in the NPT. Iran may have a certain comfort level in the IAEA as some members of the
Board will be supportive of Iran’s aspirations to develop nuclear power for peaceful purposes
without unnecessary restraints.

If the beginning of the new negotiations on the JCPOA drag on in the new circumstances in
West Asia, particularly the interest of Saudi Arabia and the UAE to be part of any arrangement
with Iran, which the U.S. supports, the IAEA may provide an alternative venue to open
discussions on Iran’s obligations under the NPT, which do not have a time limit.

T.P.Sreenivasan is a former Ambassador and the Governor for India of the IAEA from 2001 to
2004
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VESSELS IN DISPUTED SEA ARE FISHING BOATS:
CHINA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Chinese vessels gathered near a disputed reef in the South China Sea are “fishing boats”
sheltering from poor weather, the Foreign Ministry said on Monday, a day after the Philippines
described their presence as an incursion.

The Philippines on Sunday said more than 200 militia boats were spotted “in line formation” at
the boomerang-shaped Whitsun Reef, around 175 nautical miles west of Palawan Island on
March 7.

Manila called on China to “immediately recall these boats violating our maritime rights and
encroaching into our sovereign territory”.

But Beijing disputed the claim, saying that “for a long time, Chinese fishing boats have been
fishing in waters near the reef”, which it said was a part of the contested Spratly Islands.
“Recently, due to conditions at sea, some fishing boats have been sheltering from the wind near
the Whitsun Reef,” Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying said. “We believe this is very
normal, and hope all parties can consider it rationally.”
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CHINA, RUSSIA LOOK TO DEEPEN ‘BEST’ TIES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Russia’s relations with China were currently at “the best in their entire history”, Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov said as he began a key visit to China on Monday.

The visit comes shortly after the March 19 China-U.S. dialogue in Alaska and follows the first
leaders’ summit of the Quad — India, Australia, Japan and the U.S. — held virtually on March
12.

Mr. Lavrov said in an interview with Chinese State media, ahead of his talks with his counterpart
Wang Yi, that “the international situation is undergoing profound changes, with new centres of
economic, financial and political influence growing stronger”.

“However, these objective developments, which are leading to the formation of a truly multipolar
and democratic world, are unfortunately being hindered by Western countries, particularly the
United States,” he said, adding that “they seek to continue to dominate at any cost on global
economy and politics and impose their will and requirements on others”.

“In response, Russia and China are promoting a constructive and unifying agenda and hope that
the international governance system would be fair and democratic, run smoothly and be based
on extensive interaction between countries and their integration initiatives,” the official Xinhua
news agency quoted him as saying, adding that the “mutually trusting and respectful dialogue
should serve as an example to other countries”.

‘Best in history’

“Current Russia-China relations are assessed both by our national leaders and citizens as the
best in their entire history,” he said. “This is a well-deserved and fair assessment.” This year
marks the 20th anniversary of the Treaty of Good-neighbourliness and Friendly Cooperation
signed in July 2001, which Mr. Lavrov credited for deepening strategic relations and creating “a
model of interaction between Russia and China that is absolutely free from any ideological
constraints... of an intrinsic nature, not subject to any opportunistic factors nor against any third
country.”

Both countries are expected to discuss deepening coordination against the threat of sanctions
from the West. Only on Monday, the EU imposed sanctions on four Chinese officials for human
rights violations in Xinjiang, the first sanctions since the 1989 arms embargo. Mr. Lavrov called
on both countries — permanent members of the UN Security Council — to work “under the UN
framework on the immediate end to unilateral coercive measures” and to “take the opportunity to
enhance their scientific and technological innovation and improve their national strength in
response to the sanctions”.

Trade ties are also on the agenda, with bilateral trade last year reaching $107 billion. China is
Russia’s biggest trade partner.

Li Yonghui, a Russia expert at the official Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, wrote in an
article on Monday in the Communist Party-run Global Times that the China-Russia relationship
could “counterbalance” the Quad.
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“Russia should not be ignored regarding its capabilities to offset the influence of Quad,” the
commentary said, noting in particular Russia’s continuing close relations with India as a potential
“destabilising factor” for the Quad’s potential. “India will not destroy its relations with Russia just
because it wants to seek courtship with the U.S. to deal with China,” it said. “From this
perspective, if Russia-India relations continue in a stable way, they will to some extent restrain
India-US ties from further deepening.”

Strategic triangle

Ms. Li, in the commentary, noted that “as early as December 1998, then Russian Prime Minister
Yevgeny Primakov expressed hope that Russia, China and India could establish a 'strategic
triangle' that would be in the interests of peace and security”.

“Currently, though China and India have undergone twists and turns in their relations due to
border tensions, Russia still hopes that Beijing and New Delhi won’t engage in bigger problems,”
she said. “Russia has actually played an active role between China and India. In other words,
Russia has maintained relatively close ties with India, which has thereupon become a
counterbalance to the so-called Quad group of the US, Japan, India and Australia.”
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INDIA MAY RAISE CHINESE HACK RISK AT GLOBAL
FORUMS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

The move comes in the wake of repeated cyberattacks targeting India’s critical infra

India is looking to raise on the global stage the threat posed by Chinese hackers targeting its
critical infrastructure such as power grids, according to two senior government officials aware of
the development.

This is being discussed within the top levels of the government and comes against the backdrop
of Red Echo, a hacker group affiliated with the Chinese government, repeatedly targeting the
control rooms that manage India’s critical power grids. The massive campaign could have
caused widespread blackouts. However, the Chinese hackers failed to break into the systems,
and no data breach was detected, according to an earlier statement from power ministry.

The National Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Centre (NCIIPC), which oversees
India’s cybersecurity operations in critical sectors, sounded an alert on 12 February about Red
Echo targeting Regional Load Dispatch Centres (RLDCs) and State Load Dispatch Centres
(SLDCs).

“We are thinking to formally state this because nothing in China is private in the strictest sense.
There are various international committees on this, with cybersecurity being one of the important
areas of cooperation. The idea is to take this up in different global forums," said one of the two
officials mentioned above.

Queries emailed to the Prime Minister’s Office and the ministries of power, and electronics and
information technology on 15 March were not answered till press time.

The armies of the two countries have disengaged at one of the friction points along their border
in Ladakh even as they seek a mutually acceptable solution to the remaining issues of dispute.

“NCIIPC informed through a mail dated 12 February 2021 about the threat by Red Echo through
a malware called Shadow Pad. It stated that: ‘Chinese state-sponsored threat actor group
known as Red Echo is targeting Indian power sector’s Regional Load Dispatch Centres (RLDCs)
along with State Load Dispatch Centres (SLDCs)’," according to a 1 March Union power ministry
statement.

The NCIIPC warning was preceded by an alert from the Indian Computer Emergency Response
Team (CERT-In) on 19 November 2020 that coordinates efforts on cybersecurity issues, on the
threat of a malware called Shadow Pad at some control centres of Power System Operation
Corp. Ltd (Posoco), which oversees India’s critical electricity load management functions.

“We may take this up at the appropriate forums. This is not the India of 1947 and we are not
going to be cowed down. You are targeting the population by destabilizing the power system. If
you switch off the power, the economy will grind to a halt," said the official quoted above.

“When the Mumbai outage was being investigated, it was found that several malwares were in
the IT system of the SLDC," said a third person, not mentioned above, who also did not want to
be named.

https://www.livemint.com/news/world/india-steps-up-its-cybersecurity-game-to-prevent-china-s-cyber-misadventures-11615249998377.html
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India is also improving its capability in dealing with sophisticated cyberattacks by state actors as
power infrastructure remains their key target.

“We are working on hardening the grid," said a fourth person, not mentioned above, referring to
India’s national power grid.

A report published in The New York Times linked last year’s grid failure in Mumbai to Chinese
cyberattacks. The power outage in Mumbai disrupted emergency services and brokerages and
halted local trains, considered the lifeline of India’s financial capital.

The NYT report cited US cybersecurity firm Recorded Future, which claimed the cyberattacks
may have been linked to the military clash in Galwan Valley in June.

Although China refutes the allegation as “rumours and slander", India’s power sector reports at
least 30 cyberattacks daily, Mint reported on 11 September 2019.

The ministry of road transport and highways on Sunday said that it has received an alert on
targeted intrusion activities directed towards India’ transport sector.
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THE WAY FORWARD: ON MYANMAR'S POLITICAL
SITUATION

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Ever since the military captured power in Myanmar seven weeks ago, the country has steadily
descended into political and economic chaos. When the Generals toppled the democratically
elected government, detained its leaders, including State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi and
President Win Myint, and declared a state of emergency with prohibitory orders, they may have
thought that they could quickly consolidate power through force. But they were proved wrong as
tens of thousands of people stood up against the junta. Faced with strong challenges in their
path towards absolute power, the Generals responded with brutal force. At least 247 people
have been killed since the February 1 coup, according to the Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners, a non-profit. The crisis had its spillover impacts on the borders as well. At least 300
Myanmarese, including police officers, are estimated to have since crossed into India. Mizoram
Chief Minister Zoramthanga took up the issue with the Foreign Minister and India has shut the
border for now, but it would be difficult for New Delhi to turn a blind eye to the border if the
situation in Myanmar turns worse.

The military, which controlled the country through direct rule for almost 50 years until former
junta ruler Than Shwe initiated the transition into partial democracy in 2010, is one of the most
consistent enemies of democracy and human rights. In 1988 and 2007, the Generals unleashed
violence to quell protests. But in the past, they managed to restore order quickly through fear
and violence. Now, neither the junta’s bloody track record nor the actual use of force is
dissuading the protesters who, after experiencing limited liberties for 10 years, refuse to
recognise the junta. Mostly youngsters, they use VPN and encrypted messenger apps to
organise protests, and are joined by thousands, including bank employees, port workers and
medics, bringing the battered economy to a halt. As protests and violence continue, international
pressure is also mounting on the Generals. In the past, the Myanmarese military paid little
attention to international opinion or targeted sanctions. They are unlikely to be different now. But
the Generals now find it increasingly difficult to consolidate power and restore order. The public
remains defiant. How long will the Generals continue to kill their own people? And even if they
quelled the protests through more bloodshed, what kind of a Myanmar would they be left with?
Surely, no one wants an extremely poor, isolated country with a broken society and a shattered
economy. The Myanmar Generals should, without further bloodshed, heed the public’s
demands, end the coup, respect the election results and restore the country’s democracy. That
is the only way forward.

Please enter a valid email address.

From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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AN UNCONSCIONABLE ACT: ON INDIA'S POSITION ON
MYANMAR

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Myanmar

A policeman registers the names of Rohingya refugees after they were detained while crossing
the India-Bangladesh border from Bangladesh, at Rayermura village on the outskirts of Tripura
capital Agartala on January 22, 2019.   | Photo Credit: AFP

The world has been watching Myanmar descend into a brutal military dictatorship again. The
scenes from the past few weeks have been terrible — peaceful protestors being killed, detained,
and communities terrorised. In all this, the people of Myanmar have been pleading with the
international community to support them in their hour of need. It is incumbent upon Myanmar’s
neighbours to stand up for rule of law, democracy and human rights.

While many in India are supportive of those in Myanmar calling for democracy, the Indian
government has been engaging in doublespeak. On the one hand, India has made relatively
strong, laudable statements as part of the UN Security Council and at the UN Human Rights
Council in Geneva in support of the people of Myanmar. On the other, the government is
simultaneously detaining and preparing to deport Rohingya refugees to Myanmar.

The Ministry of Home Affairs has also recently issued a diktat to border States to check “illegal
influx” from Myanmar to India. The Ministry wrongly labels those fleeing into India as
“infiltrators”, arguing that they are not to be considered refugees as India has not signed the UN
Refugee Convention.

This is an erroneous position in international law. These individuals would fall within the legal
definition of refugees i.e., those who have a well-founded fear of persecution, and the customary
international law norm of non-refoulement is legally binding. This means that no State can send
individuals back to a situation of danger, which is clearly the case in Myanmar. Non-refoulement
applies to those countries which have signed the conventions as well as those that have not.

This is of particular relevance to those police and security personnel refusing illegal orders to
attack protesters, instead seeking refuge in India, as multiple credible reports indicate. There are
growing calls from the UN and states for the atrocities committed by Myanmar security forces in
the course of these protests to be investigated as possible crimes against humanity, given their
scale, coordination and their widespread and systematic nature. Furthermore, this week, the
Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar (IIMM), a UN established body that is
mandated to investigate and build case files for international crimes committed in Myanmar
since 2011, issued a public call to security personnel to reach out and provide information
regarding illegal orders and policies, which are a necessary component of building cases against
those higher up in the chain of command. India must shelter these individuals and allow the
IIMM access, should they indicate willingness to cooperate in these international investigations.

Coinciding with the mass crackdown against protesters in Myanmar this month, reports emerged
of Rohingya refugees being rounded up and detained in India, in preparation for deportation to
Myanmar. The office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees in India was denied access to
individuals detained in Delhi. The Rohingya are refugees who have fled years of atrocities and a
genocidal campaign, and must not be sent back to Myanmar where their lives are in certain
danger. There are also international legal proceedings ongoing in relation to the Rohingya. A
case before the International Court of Justice relates to violations of the Genocide Convention

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/AFP/


Page 147

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

by Myanmar, and has been brought against it by The Gambia, with Canada, the Netherlands
and Maldives joining the case recently. Simultaneously, the Prosecutor of the International
Criminal Court is investigating international crimes against the Rohingya. These international
legal proceedings are indications of the seriousness and gravity of the crimes against the
Rohingya, which India would do well to heed.

To turn its back on the people of Myanmar would be unconscionable now, and India would be in
breach of international law in doing so.

Priya Pillai is an international lawyer and head of the Asia Justice Coalition secretariat
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To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
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INDIA ABSTAINS FROM RESOLUTION ON SRI LANKA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

Ahead of the vote, both the government of Sri Lanka and the Tamil National Alliance (TNA),
which sought the exact opposite outcomes on the resolution, had expressed hopes of obtaining
India’s support.

On Tuesday, both sides appeared sympathetic to India’s abstention that effectively amounts to
support for neither party. However, in an indication that Sri Lanka had construed abstentions as
support, Mr. Gunawardena in a tweet thanked the 14 countries, including India, Japan and
Nepal, that abstained from voting.

‘Solid support’

He also extending a “warm thank you” for the “solid support” shown by the 11 countries,
including China, Pakistan, Russia and Bangladesh, that voted against the resolution, and in
support of the Sri Lankan government.

On the other hand, welcoming the Council’s adoption of the resolution, the TNA said India must
have decided to abstain after “careful consideration” of various factors.

“We are, however, greatly encouraged by India’s statement ahead of the vote,” TNA spokesman
and Jaffna legislator M.A. Sumanthiran said, pointing to India’s reference to “two fundamental
considerations” — of supporting the Tamils for equality, justice, dignity and peace, and ensuring
the unity, stability and territorial integrity of Sri Lanka.

The Sri Lanka resolution was the first to be voted on using the extraordinary e-voting procedures
established for the UNHRC 46th Session, which has been held virtually.
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DELHI SHOULD HAVE A BIGGER ROLE IN PEACE
PROCESS: AFGHANISTAN

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan

Afghanistan wants a larger role for India in the peace and reconciliation process, said visiting
Foreign Minister Haneef Atmar, adding that he had discussed President Ghani’s new peace
plan, the ongoing Intra-Afghan dialogue and “Extended Troika” talks in Moscow last week with
the Indian leadership. Mr. Atmar met National Security Advisor Ajit Doval on Tuesday, after
holding bilateral talks with External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar on Monday.

“India has legitimate interests in the peace and security of Afghanistan and we are seeking a
greater role for India,” Mr. Atmar told journalists at the Indian Women’s Press Corps after his
official meetings in Delhi. “We are negotiating to make sure that Afghanistan does not become a
safe haven for international terrorists who are keen to turn it not just in their battlefield but into a
safe haven including, unfortunately, against India as well. So, India has a role not just in
Afghanistan but with other regional and international partners,” he said.

After his meeting with Mr. Doval, the Afghanistan Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) said Mr.
Atmar had discussed the Ghani government peace plan, which is understood to include fresh
elections within the year if the Taliban agrees to a ceasefire, and for Mr. Ghani to hand over
power to the elected government. The plan runs counter to the U.S. proposal, revealed in a
leaked letter from US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken, that suggests Afghan-Taliban
negotiations for a power sharing arrangement, and for an interim government to take over from
President Ghani’s government.

“[Mr. Atmar] said the plan would pave the way for a lasting peace based on the will of the Afghan
people and strengthen Afghanistan’s role as a bridge for connectivity and cooperation between
regional countries and the international community,” an MFA readout of the meeting said, adding
that Mr. Doval had said “the unity among Afghans and consensus at regional and international
levels were essential factors for achieving sustainable peace”.

The plan will pave the way for a lasting peace based on the will of the Afghan people

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 150

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-03-24

CHINA, RUSSIA PROPOSE NEW SECURITY DIALOGUE
PLATFORM

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Sergei Lavrov, left, and Wang Yi exchanging documents in Guilin.AFPHANDOUT  

China and Russia have proposed setting up a new “regional security dialogue platform” to
address security concerns of countries in the region, as their Foreign Ministers hit out at the
United States for “forming small circles to seek bloc confrontation”.

The proposal came following a meeting between Foreign Minister Wang Yi of China and his
Russian counterpart Sergei Lavrov in the southern Chinese city of Guilin, and days after the
March 19 U.S.-China summit in Alaska and the March 12 leaders’ summit of the Quad (India,
Australia, Japan and the U.S.), grouping that both Beijing and Moscow have viewed warily.

Both sides said in a joint press release that they “also proposed the establishment of a regional
security dialogue platform to converge a new consensus on resolving the security concerns of
countries in the region”. China and Russia are already part of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) security grouping, which includes India.

The press release said "the international community believes that the United States should
reflect on the damage it has done to global peace and development in recent years, halt
unilateral bullying, stop meddling in other countries' domestic affairs, and stop forming small
circles to seek bloc confrontation.”

True multilateralism

China and Russia have rejected U.S. calls for “a rules-based order” — a call endorsed by the
Quad summit — and instead said “all countries should follow the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations” and "uphold true multilateralism, make international relations
more democratic, and accept and promote peaceful coexistence and common development of
countries with different social systems and development paths”.

The two-day dialogue covered a range of issues, including Afghanistan, the Iranian nuclear
issue, climate change and “the Asia-Pacific situation”, the press release said. On the Myanmar
coup, both sides “voiced support for all parties in Myanmar to seek a political solution to the
current crisis within the Constitution and legal framework, avoid further conflict and bloodshed,
prevent external forces from taking advantage of the crisis for their own gains, and continue to
advance the democratic transition”.

In a separate joint statement following the conclusion of the two-day talks, both sides called for a
summit of the UN Security Council’s five permanent members to be held. “At a time of
increasing global political turbulence, a summit of the permanent members of the UN Security
Council is particularly necessary to establish direct dialogue about ways to resolve humankind’s
common problems in the interests of maintaining global stability,” Reuters quoted the joint
statement, published on the Russian Foreign Ministry’s website, as saying.

The statement also hit out at attempts by the West to interfere in both countries’ internal affairs.
Both Ministers, in remarks to the press, criticised the U.S. and the EU for their recent sanctions
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-03-24

THE SURGE OF GEOPOLITICS IN SOUTH ASIA’S
POWER TRADE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

India has released new rules governing the trade of electricity across its borders. They define
the contours of the South Asian electricity market, placing clear limits on who can buy from and
sell into India. This has ramifications for the electricity markets of Bangladesh, Bhutan, and
Nepal, which, to varying degrees, have aligned their energy futures with the Indian market. The
new rules show that India’s approach is unmistakeably political. It attempts to balance China’s
growing influence in the region with developmental aims, both its own and the region’s.

Of central importance is the ownership of power plants wishing to sell to India. In masterful
legalese, the rules strongly discourage the participation of plants owned by a company situated
in “a third country with whom India shares a land border” and “does not have a bilateral
agreement on power sector cooperation with India”. Chinese companies hoping to establish
plants in Nepal, Bhutan, or Bangladesh will presumably have a hard time making good on their
investments with the Indian market cut off. The rules place the same security restrictions on
tripartite trade, say from Bhutan to Bangladesh through Indian territory. To make things even
more airtight, the rules establish elaborate surveillance procedures to detect changes in the
ownership patterns of entities trading with India.

With this, it seems South Asia’s electricity politics has hit a holding pattern after several years of
unpredictability. In the months after the Narendra Modi government came to power in 2014,
India used the framework of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) to
make historical moves towards liberalising electricity trade. China soon began to make its
presence felt in the region, and India responded by walking back its free-market impulses.

It imposed stringent restrictions that dissuaded everyone other than Indian and government
entities from participating. That threatened to undermine private sector participation and
promising joint ventures across the region. Nepal and Bhutan protested for years, leading to new
guidelines in 2018 that tried to find a middle ground; these rules formalise that balancing act.
They allow private sector participation but exclude Chinese investments.

The institutional structure that has emerged through this churn over the last decade is India-
centric. The Government of India, through ministries, regulators, planning bodies and utilities,
determines the rules of the road. India’s geographic centrality combines with its economic heft to
give it a natural advantage in determining the shape of the market; all electrons must pass
through it and most electrons will be bought by it. The prospect of an independent regional body
governing trade, championed by theorists, is thus unlikely to begin with. It is nearly impossible to
fathom in the context of an ailing South Asian project characterised by low levels of trust. India
will thus enjoy pre-eminent rule-setting powers, but continually attract the ire of its smaller
neighbours who feel their economic growth is being stunted by decisions in Delhi.

These rules provoke some larger questions that must be tackled soon. India’s ambition of
anchoring a global super-grid called One Sun One World One Grid, or OSOWOG
(https://bit.ly/3f4lcDj) needs an institutional vision. It aims to begin with connections to West Asia
and Southeast Asia and then spread to Africa and beyond. The South Asian lesson, contained
in these latest rules, is that political realities will constantly collide with, and damage, expansive
visions of borderless trade. Impartial institutions for planning, investments and conflict resolution
are crucial to multi-country power pools.

https://cea.nic.in/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Final_DA_Procedure_26022021.pdf
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Managing the needs of three relatively small neighbouring economies in South Asia has
consumed large amounts of time and political capital for the better part of a decade. Papering
over the cracks of a power pool of a dozen countries or more will be much harder. An ad hoc
design also makes the Indian project less attractive to countries looking to sign up to a power
trading project.

The logic underpinning OSOWOG is sound. Renewable energy transitions benefit from grids
that cover vast areas and diverse geographic conditions. Multi-country grids allow for the
unpredictable outputs from renewable energy plants to be balanced across countries, thus
avoiding expensive country-specific balancing technologies such as hydropower and gas plants.

It is quite likely, though, that India’s plans will be one among many in a soon-to-be competitive
space. China, for example, has its own power pool ambitions. An attractive institutional model
can lock countries into the pool by setting standards that investors and utilities plan towards and
profit by. Once locked in, countries are thus unlikely to defect to other pools. The likely first battle
will be in Southeast Asia, where China presently holds sway. A considered, stable institutional
model will likely surpass anything China has to offer. It is worth considering releasing the vice-
like grip on South Asia, aimed at countering China, by creating a rule-based regional institution
that can counter Chinese offerings in other theatres.

Aditya Valiathan Pillai is an Associate Fellow at the Centre for Policy Research
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-03-24

RECALIBRATING INDIA-TAIWAN TIES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - East Asia

Photo: Facebook/@ITATW  

India and Taiwan are celebrating 25 years of their partnership. However, the growing
relationship has been a low-key affair as India has been hesitant to acknowledge the improving
ties in public. Though mutual efforts between Delhi and Taipei have enabled a range of bilateral
agreements covering agriculture, investment, customs cooperation, civil aviation, industrial
cooperation and other areas, the time has come to recalibrate India-Taiwan relations.

Creating a political framework is a prerequisite to doing this. Both partners have increasingly
deepened mutual respect underpinned by openness, with democracy and diversity as the key
principles for collective growth. The shared faith in freedom, human rights, justice, and rule of
law continues to embolden their partnership. To make this relationship more meaningful, both
sides can create a group of empowered persons or a task force to chart out a road map in a
given time frame. Political will is the key.

India’s has been in the forefront of the fight against COVID-19. Likewise, Taiwan’s handling of
the pandemic and its support to many other countries underlines the need to deepen healthcare
cooperation. India and Taiwan already collaborate in the area of traditional medicine. The time is
ripe to expand cooperation in the field of healthcare.

Maintaining air quality has become a mammoth challenge for the Indian government and stubble
burning is an important reason for severe air pollution. Taiwan could be a valuable partner in
dealing with this challenge through its bio-friendly technologies. Such methods are applied to
convert agricultural waste into value-added and environmentally beneficial renewable energy or
biochemicals. This will be a win-win situation as it will help in dealing with air pollution and also
enhance farmers’ income. Further, New Delhi and Taipei can also undertake joint research and
development initiatives in the field of organic farming.

India and Taiwan need to deepen people-to-people connect. Cultural exchange is the
cornerstone of any civilisational exchange. It not only helps one appreciate another culture but
also helps in overcoming prejudices and cultural misunderstanding. Tourism is the key tool in
this exchange. However, Taiwanese tourists in India are a very small number. The Buddhist
pilgrimage tour needs better connectivity and visibility, in addition to showcasing incredible
India’s diversity. This will accelerate the flow of Taiwanese tourists. With the Taiwan Tourism
Bureau partnering with Mumbai Metro, Taiwan is trying to raise awareness about the country
and increase the inflow of Indian tourists.

Trade relations have grown. India’s huge market provides Taiwan with investment opportunities.
Taiwan’s reputation as the world leader in semiconductor and electronics complements India’s
leadership in ITES (Information Technology-Enabled Services). This convergence of interests
will help create new opportunities. India’s recent strides in the ease of business ranking not only
provide Taiwan with lucrative business opportunities but also help it mitigate its over-
dependence on one country for investment opportunities.

The signing of a bilateral trade agreement in 2018 was an important milestone. There are
around 200 Taiwanese companies in the field of electronics, construction, petrochemicals,
machine, Information and Communications Technology and auto parts operating in India.
Despite the huge potential, Taiwan investments have been paltry in India. Taiwanese firms find
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the regulatory and labour regime daunting with stray incidents such as the incident in the
Wistron plant last year creating confusion and mistrust.

Policymakers need to coordinate better with the business community to help them navigate the
regulatory and cultural landscape for better ties.

Rajeev Ranjan Chaturvedy is an Adjunct Senior Associate Fellow, Asian Confluence; and
Kingshuk Saha is a Bengaluru-based researcher
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-03-24

MISSION SAGAR IV INS JALASHWA ARRIVES AT PORT
EHOALA (MADAGASCAR)

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Africa, African Union (AU) and India

As part of Mission Sagar - IV, Indian Naval Ship Jalashwa arrived at Port Ehoala, Madagascar
on 22 March 2021. The ship will deliver a consignment of 1,000 Metric Tonne of rice and
100,000 Hydroxychloroquine tablets in response to an appeal made by Madagascar for
assistance to deal with natural calamities.

            An official ceremony for handing over the aid from the Government of India to
Government of Madagascar was held on 23 March 2021. The ceremony was attended by H.E.
Christian Ntsay, the Honb'le Prime Minister of Madagascar, Mr Jerry Hatrefindrazana, Governor
of Anosy Region and Mr Georges MamyRandrianiaina, Mayor of Fort Dauphin . The Indian side
was represented by Mr Abhay Kumar, Ambassador of India to Madagascar and Captain Pankaj
Chauhan, Commanding Officer INS Jalashwa.

            This is the second visit of an Indian Navy ship to the island country within a span of one
year. Earlier, as part of Mission Sagar-I, In May-June 2020, the Indian Navy had delivered
essential medicines to the nation. INS Jalashwa's visit is in keeping with India's response to the
disasters that have struck Madagascar in the past year.

            The outreach by the Government of India aims to help Madagascar tide over the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic and severe drought that they have been facing. ‘Mission Sagar’ builds on
the excellent relations existing between the two countries to battle the natural calamities and its
resultant difficulties. The deployment also resonates the vision of our Prime Minister of
Security and Growth for All in the Region ‘SAGAR’ and highlights the importance accorded
by India to relations with the countries in the IOR. The operation is being progressed in close
coordination with the Ministry of External Affairs, and other agencies of the Government of India.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-03-25

CHINA LASHES OUT AT U.S. AND EU
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Sharp attack:Chinese academics and officials at a press conference regarding a report on the
U.S. on Wednesday.AP  

China took the U.S. to task on Wednesday over racism, financial inequality and the federal
government’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic, in an annual report that seeks to counter
U.S. accusations of human rights abuses by China’s ruling Communist Party.

The 28-page report opens with “I can’t breathe”, a reference to George Floyd, a Black-American
who was declared dead last May after a police officer pressed his knee against Floyd’s neck for
about nine minutes.

The document also highlighted the January 6 attack on the Capitol, as well as gun violence and
health disparities. China issues the report each year in response to U.S. criticism of its record on
issues such as abuses against minority groups and a crackdown on opposition voices in Hong
Kong.

“To defeat the epidemic requires mutual help, solidarity and cooperation among all countries.
However, the United States, which has always considered itself an exception and superior, saw
its own epidemic situation go out of control, accompanied by political disorder, inter-ethnic
conflicts, and social division,” the report said.

‘Arbitrary sanctions’

Separately, China also hit out at the European Union on Wednesday, accusing it of “hypocrisy”
after the two sides summoned each other’s envoys in an escalating row over the treatment of
China’s Muslim Uyghurs.

France, Germany and other EU nations called in Chinese ambassadors to protest against
sanctions imposed by Beijing targeting their citizens, including five members of the European
Parliament and two EU bodies and two think-tanks. The sanctions were a tit-for-tat response
after the EU, Britain and Canada blacklisted four former and current officials in China’s Xinjiang
region.

“The EU ... arbitrarily imposes sanctions based on false information and lies, but does not allow
the Chinese to talk back or fight back,” said foreign ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying. “This
in itself is double standards, a manifestation of bullying and hypocrisy.”
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-03-26

IN SIGNAL TO CHINA, U.S. RAISED INDIA TIES DURING
ALASKA TALKS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

One reason for that is the successful holding of the virtual Quad summit between India, the U.S.,
Japan and Australia on March 12, seven days before the U.S.-China Alaska talks. Although the
Biden administration’s message was it did not want to push any country beyond its comfort level
and was willing to keep in mind their respective China concerns — hence the absence of any
reference to China in the joint statement and the focus on deliverables such as the vaccines
initiative — India’s immediate expression of willingness to go ahead with the summit and the
“clarity” with which it put forward its agenda eased many concerns in Washington that New
Delhi, amid the on-going disengagement process with China along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC), might waver in its commitment to the grouping. If India has made clear it will not be part
of any formal alliances, it has also suggested it is more willing to push the bar with China than
previously.

The broader reason for the smooth transition in India-U.S. relations is the new administration’s
emphasis on a bipartisan approach to India and other key foreign policy issues, despite the
divisiveness at home on the domestic agenda. One indicator of that was Mr. Biden’s insistence
that a video prepared for the Quad summit would begin by, at the very start, acknowledging
former President George W. Bush’s legacy in building the Quad, which first came to life following
the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami. India’s familiarity with three of the key interlocutors in the new
administration’s Indo-Pacific agenda — Secretary of State Antony Blinken and National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan, who chaired the meeting in Alaska, as well as the newly announced
“Indo-Pacific coordinator” Kurt Campbell — has also helped.

On Thursday, China’s military hit out at the Quad, describing it as a mechanism “promoted by
the United States” and said it “adheres to the Cold War mentality, believes in group
confrontation, is keen on geopolitical games, and uses the so-called ‘China challenge’ as an
excuse to ‘form cliques’ and openly provoke relations between regional countries”.

“We are firmly opposed to this,” PLA Senior Colonel and Ministry of Defence spokesperson Ren
Guoqiang said. “Seeking peace, development, and seeking cooperation and win-win is the trend
of the times. Anything that goes against the trend of the times and satisfies one’s own
selfishness is untimely, unpopular and is doomed to failure. China has always insisted on being
a builder of world peace, a contributor to global development, and a defender of international
order. We urge the United States to take up its responsibilities and refrain from making mistakes
and do more things that are conducive to regional peace and stability,” he said. On the LAC
disengagement, he repeated China’s earlier statement that both sides had positively viewed the
disengagement at Pangong Lake and had “agreed to maintain communication through military
and diplomatic channels so as to promote the settlement of other issues” such as in the Gogra-
Hot Springs area, which the next round of military talks is expected to take forward.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-03-26

REMOVE THE WEDGES IN INDIA-BANGLADESH TIES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Bangladesh

The friendship between India and Bangladesh is historic, evolving over the last 50 years. India’s
political, diplomatic, military and humanitarian support during Bangladesh’s Liberation War
played an important role towards Bangladesh’s independence. Nearly 3,900 Indian soldiers
gave up their lives and an estimated 10 million Bangladeshi refugees took shelter in India.

Post-Independence, the India-Bangladesh relationship has oscillated as Bangladesh passed
through different regimes. The relationship remained cordial until the assassination of
Bangladesh’s founding President Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in August 15, 1975, followed by a
period of military rule and the rise of General Ziaur Rahman who became President and also
assassinated in 1981. It thawed again between 1982-1991 when a military-led government by
General H.M. Ershad ruled the country. Since Bangladesh’s return to parliamentary democracy
in 1991, relations have gone through highs and lows. However, in the last decade, India-
Bangladesh relations have warmed up, entering a new era of cooperation, and moving beyond
historical and cultural ties to become more assimilated in the areas of trade, connectivity,
energy, and defence.

Bangladesh and India have achieved the rare feat of solving their border issues peacefully by
ratifying the historic Land Boundary Agreement in 2015, where enclaves were swapped allowing
inhabitants to choose their country of residence and become citizens of either India or
Bangladesh. The Bangladesh government led by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has uprooted
anti-India insurgency elements from its borders, making the India-Bangladesh border one of the
region’s most peaceful, and allowing India to make a massive redeployment of resources to its
more contentious borders elsewhere.

Bangladesh today is India’s biggest trading partner in South Asia with exports to Bangladesh in
FY 2018-19 at $9.21 billion and imports at $1.04 billion. India has offered duty free access to
multiple Bangladeshi products. Trade could be more balanced if non-tariff barriers from the
Indian side could be removed. On the development front, cooperation has deepened, with India
extending three lines of credit to Bangladesh in recent years amounting to $8 billion for the
construction of roads, railways, bridges, and ports. However, in eight years until 2019, only 51%
of the first $800 million line of credit has been utilised whilst barely any amount from the next two
lines of credit worth $6.5 billion has been mobilised. This has been mostly due to red-tapism
from India’s end, and slow project implementation on Bangladesh’s end.

Bangladeshis make up a large portion of tourists in India, outnumbering all tourists arriving from
western Europe in 2017, with one in every five tourists being a Bangladeshi. Bangladesh
accounts for more than 35% of India’s international medical patients and contributes more than
50% of India’s revenue from medical tourism.

Connectivity between the two countries has greatly improved. A direct bus service between
Kolkata and Agartala runs a route distance of 500 km, as compared to the 1,650 km if it ran
through the Chicken’s Neck to remain within India. There are three passenger and freight
railway services running between the two countries, with two more routes on their way to be
restored. Recently, a 1.9 kilometre long bridge, the Maitri Setu, was inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, connecting Sabroom in India with Ramgarh in Bangladesh.

Bangladesh allows the shipment of goods from its Mongla and Chattogram (Chittagong)
seaports carried by road, rail, and water ways to Agartala (Tripura) via Akhura; Dawki
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(Meghalaya) via Tamabil; Sutarkandi (Assam) via Sheola, and Srimantpur (Tripura) via
Bibirbazar. This allows landlocked Assam, Meghalaya and Tripura to access open water routes
through the Chattogram and Mongla ports (https://bit.ly/3vXySpB).

Despite the remarkable progress, the unresolved Teesta water sharing issue looms large.
Border killings are yet to stop. The year 2020 saw the highest number of border shootings by the
Border Security Force. The shots are fired at civilians, usually cattle traders, who are usually
unarmed, trying to illegally cross the border. India not only has failed to stop the border killings
but at times has even justified them. The statement by India’s External Affairs Minister, S.
Jaishankar, during his recent visit to Dhaka, that “our shared objective should be a no crime-no
death border...”, raises questions as to why killings, and not due legal proceedings, are being
followed in tackling border crimes.

The Modi government’s proposal to implement the National Register of Citizens across the
whole of India reflects poorly on India-Bangladesh relations. It is not comprehensible why people
of all religions and ethnicities barring Muslims will be excluded from the Bill. It remains to be
seen how India addresses the deportation of illegal Muslim immigrants, some of whom claim to
have come from Bangladesh.

Sri Lanka, Nepal and the Maldives, once considered traditional Indian allies, are increasingly
tilting towards China due to the Asian giant’s massive trade, infrastructural and defence
investments in these countries. In spite of its ‘Neighbourhood First Policy’, India has been losing
its influence in the region to China. Bhutan also does not abide by Indian influence as evinced
by its withdrawal from the BBIN (Bhutan-Bangladesh-India-Nepal) motor vehicles agreement.
China, in lieu of its cheque-book diplomacy, is well-entrenched in South Asia, including
Bangladesh, with which it enjoys significant economic and defence relations.

India-Bangladesh relations have been gaining positive momentum over the last decade. As
Bangladesh celebrates its 50 years of independence (March 26, 1971), India continues to be
one of its most important neighbours and strategic partners. As the larger country, the onus is on
India to be generous enough to let the water flow and ensure that people are not killed on the
border for cattle even if it is illegal when there are appropriate means for justice. These small but
important steps can remove long-standing snags in a relationship which otherwise is gradually
coming of age in 50 years. To make the recent gains irreversible, both countries need to
continue working on the three Cs — cooperation, collaboration, and consolidation.

Syed Munir Khasru is Chairman of the international think tank, The Institute for Policy,
Advocacy, and Governance (IPAG) with presence in Dhaka, Delhi, Melbourne, Vienna, and
Dubai
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-03-27

THE SURGE OF GEOPOLITICS IN SOUTH ASIA’S
POWER TRADE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

India has released new rules governing the trade of electricity across its borders. They define
the contours of the South Asian electricity market, placing clear limits on who can buy from and
sell into India. This has ramifications for the electricity markets of Bangladesh, Bhutan, and
Nepal, which, to varying degrees, have aligned their energy futures with the Indian market. The
new rules show that India’s approach is unmistakeably political. It attempts to balance China’s
growing influence in the region with developmental aims, both its own and the region’s.

Of central importance is the ownership of power plants wishing to sell to India. In masterful
legalese, the rules strongly discourage the participation of plants owned by a company situated
in “a third country with whom India shares a land border” and “does not have a bilateral
agreement on power sector cooperation with India”. Chinese companies hoping to establish
plants in Nepal, Bhutan, or Bangladesh will presumably have a hard time making good on their
investments with the Indian market cut off. The rules place the same security restrictions on
tripartite trade, say from Bhutan to Bangladesh through Indian territory. To make things even
more airtight, the rules establish elaborate surveillance procedures to detect changes in the
ownership patterns of entities trading with India.

With this, it seems South Asia’s electricity politics has hit a holding pattern after several years of
unpredictability. In the months after the Narendra Modi government came to power in 2014,
India used the framework of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) to
make historical moves towards liberalising electricity trade. China soon began to make its
presence felt in the region, and India responded by walking back its free-market impulses.

It imposed stringent restrictions that dissuaded everyone other than Indian and government
entities from participating. That threatened to undermine private sector participation and
promising joint ventures across the region. Nepal and Bhutan protested for years, leading to new
guidelines in 2018 that tried to find a middle ground; these rules formalise that balancing act.
They allow private sector participation but exclude Chinese investments.

The institutional structure that has emerged through this churn over the last decade is India-
centric. The Government of India, through ministries, regulators, planning bodies and utilities,
determines the rules of the road. India’s geographic centrality combines with its economic heft to
give it a natural advantage in determining the shape of the market; all electrons must pass
through it and most electrons will be bought by it. The prospect of an independent regional body
governing trade, championed by theorists, is thus unlikely to begin with. It is nearly impossible to
fathom in the context of an ailing South Asian project characterised by low levels of trust. India
will thus enjoy pre-eminent rule-setting powers, but continually attract the ire of its smaller
neighbours who feel their economic growth is being stunted by decisions in Delhi.

These rules provoke some larger questions that must be tackled soon. India’s ambition of
anchoring a global super-grid called One Sun One World One Grid, or OSOWOG
(https://bit.ly/3f4lcDj) needs an institutional vision. It aims to begin with connections to West Asia
and Southeast Asia and then spread to Africa and beyond. The South Asian lesson, contained
in these latest rules, is that political realities will constantly collide with, and damage, expansive
visions of borderless trade. Impartial institutions for planning, investments and conflict resolution
are crucial to multi-country power pools.

https://cea.nic.in/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Final_DA_Procedure_26022021.pdf
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Managing the needs of three relatively small neighbouring economies in South Asia has
consumed large amounts of time and political capital for the better part of a decade. Papering
over the cracks of a power pool of a dozen countries or more will be much harder. An ad hoc
design also makes the Indian project less attractive to countries looking to sign up to a power
trading project.

The logic underpinning OSOWOG is sound. Renewable energy transitions benefit from grids
that cover vast areas and diverse geographic conditions. Multi-country grids allow for the
unpredictable outputs from renewable energy plants to be balanced across countries, thus
avoiding expensive country-specific balancing technologies such as hydropower and gas plants.

It is quite likely, though, that India’s plans will be one among many in a soon-to-be competitive
space. China, for example, has its own power pool ambitions. An attractive institutional model
can lock countries into the pool by setting standards that investors and utilities plan towards and
profit by. Once locked in, countries are thus unlikely to defect to other pools. The likely first battle
will be in Southeast Asia, where China presently holds sway. A considered, stable institutional
model will likely surpass anything China has to offer. It is worth considering releasing the vice-
like grip on South Asia, aimed at countering China, by creating a rule-based regional institution
that can counter Chinese offerings in other theatres.

Aditya Valiathan Pillai is an Associate Fellow at the Centre for Policy Research
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MILLIONS DEPEND ON TEESTA: HASINA TELLS MODI
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Bangladesh

“She underscored that to alleviate the sufferings and save the livelihoods of millions of people
dependent on the Teesta river basin, it is necessary that Bangladesh receives its fair share of
the waters, the draft agreement of which has already been agreed upon by both governments in
January 2011,” declared a joint statement issued at the end of bilateral discussions between the
two delegations.

Sharing of resources

The two leaders also instructed their Ministries of Water Resources to firm up the Framework of
Interim Agreement over the six common rivers — Monu, Muhuri, Khowai, Gumti, Dharla and
Dudhkumar.

Sharing of water resources has been a contentious issue between the two neighbours because
of the number of stakeholders.

The two Prime Ministers also agreed that the incidents of killings along the settled Indo-
Bangladesh borders is a matter of concern and instructed their respective border guards to
initiate “people-oriented” border management.

The Joint Statement said the leaders have expressed their desire to bring the number of such
incidents involving civilians to ‘zero’.

The killing of citizens of Bangladesh along the borders has been at the centre of bilateral ties
over the last decade. India reiterated its demand for completion of border fencing by Bangladesh
“at the earliest”.

Bangladesh has called upon India to revive the jute sector with investment and through public
private partnership.

In this regard, Dhaka urged Delhi to withdraw the duties that were imposed on jute products of
Bangladesh since 2017.

Both sides reviewed a slew of measures that have been under way over the last several years
that will ease connectivity between the northeastern States of India and West Bengal. The two
Prime Ministers on Saturday inaugurated the Mitali Express, a new AC train that will connect
Jalpaiguri with Dhaka.

Bangladesh also offered the airports of Sylhet and Chittagong for the passengers of the
Northeastern States, especially of Tripura saying these airports will help in improving
connectivity in the region.
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CHINA, IRAN SIGN A 25-YEAR ‘STRATEGIC PACT’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Boosting ties:Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, right, and his Chinese
counterpart Wang Yi in Tehran.APEBRAHIM NOROOZI  

China and Iran on Saturday signed what was described as a 25-year “strategic cooperation
pact”, during Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi’s ongoing six-nation tour to West Asia.

The deal, which has been in the works for five years, was signed between Mr. Wang and his
Iranian counterpart Javad Zarif, AFP reported from Tehran. Mr. Wang is visiting Saudi Arabia,
Turkey, Iran, the UAE, Bahrain and Oman.

Nuclear deal talks

The agreement comes amid a major push from China to back Iran, which counts on Beijing, its
largest trading partner, as it deals with the continuing weight of sanctions re-instated following
then U.S. President Donald Trump’s decision to withdraw from the Iranian nuclear deal. Earlier
this week, China and Russia called for the U.S. to “unconditionally return to the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) as soon as possible and revoke the unilateral sanctions
against Iran” as their Foreign Ministers met in China. In this context, they proposed “the
establishment of a regional security dialogue platform to converge a new consensus on
resolving the security concerns of countries in the region”.

Chinese and U.S. officials also held talks on the Iran nuclear deal on Thursday. Vice Foreign
Minister Ma Zhaoxu, who held a phone conversation with U.S. Special Envoy for Iran Robert
Malley, said that with “new changes in the Iranian nuclear situation, all parties need to increase
the sense of urgency” and “the U.S. side should take concrete actions as soon as possible and
both the U.S. and Iran need to meet each other half way for the latter’s return to compliance at
an early date”. He added: “China will continue to play a constructive role in bringing the JCPOA
back on track.”

Five-point initiative

While details of the new 25-year pact were not immediately available, it includes “political,
strategic and economic” components, AFP reported, quoting Iran’s Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Saeed Khatibzadeh as saying “this document can be very effective in deepening”
relations and would establish a blueprint for “reciprocal investments in the fields of transport,
ports, energy, industry and services”.

In Riyadh, Mr. Wang proposed “a five-point initiative on achieving security and stability in the
Middle East” advocating “mutual respect, upholding equity and justice, achieving non-
proliferation, jointly fostering collective security, and accelerating development cooperation.”

He said China was keen to deepen its Belt and Road Initiative in the region, “expand areas of
growth such as high and new technologies”, as well as “look forward to early conclusion of a free
trade agreement with the Gulf Cooperation Council” with China’s trade with Arab States
reaching $240 billion last year, establishing it as the region’s largest trading partner and a major
buyer of crude oil that counts on the region for half of its imports.
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LINKING THE EAST WITH THE WEST
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- West Asia

The last time the Suez Canal was closed for navigation was in 1967, after the Six-Day War
between Israel and Arab nations broke out. Prior to that, the channel had been shut for less than
a year during the Suez War of 1956 when Israel, France and Britain invaded Egypt. What wars
did in the past was done by a container ship now. M.V. Ever Given got stuck in a dust storm and
strong winds on March 23 and ran aground in the channel blocking off traffic. The 193-km-long
canal across Egypt’s Isthmus of Suez connecting the Mediterranean Sea in the north and the
Red Sea in south — thereby bringing the Atlantic Ocean and the Indian Ocean closer — has
been a critical artery for global trade since the mid-19th century. If the channel is blocked, ships
from Europe will have to sail around the Cape of Good Hope in southern Africa to reach Asia,
and vice versa. Unsurprisingly, this single incident has turned the global spotlight to this man-
made channel connecting two continents.

The idea of linking the Mediterranean Sea to the Erythraean Sea (today’s Red Sea) had excited
both Egypt’s rulers and colonisers from ancient to modern times. Pharaoh Senausret III (1887-
1849 BC) built the first canal linking the Erythraean Sea in the south to the Nile river in the north
and thereby opening a waterway to the Mediterranean. Pharaoh Necho II, who died in 595 BC,
started building another canal from the Nile to the south. It was Persian Emperor Darius I who
completed the canal. Over the centuries, the canal would be ignored by leaders particularly as
navigation becomes impossible due to silt and reopened by some, including Ptolemy II
Philadelphus in second century BC. Many geologists believe that the Red Sea receded over the
centuries and its coastline moved southward away from the lakes in Suez. This, coupled with
persistent accumulations of silt, made it difficult to keep the waterways open. So for centuries,
the canal was abandoned by Egypt’s rulers — until the arrival of Napoleon Bonaparte.

Napoleon invaded Egypt in 1798 as part of his global campaign to weaken the British Empire.
He wanted to build a canal across Suez under the French control because he thought it would
leave a twin blow to the British. One, it would provide the French a quicker and easier access to
the Indian Ocean. Two, by opening a new trade route from Europe to Asia, France could hurt the
British who controlled the existing route around the Cape of Good Hope. But a miscalculation in
the geological study of the region prompted Napoleon to abandon the project.

Napoleon gave up the project but the idea of the Suez canal outlived the emperor. In the mid-
19th century, French diplomat and engineer Ferdinand de Lesseps won permission from Egypt’s
Ottoman-appointed ruler Said Pasha to start building the canal. In 1858, Universal Suez Ship
Canal Company was formed to execute the project and construction work began a year later.
Britain, which controlled the route around the African continent, continued to oppose the project
as a new waterway would hurt its interests. But in 1869, the canal was officially opened for
traffic. Britain would move from being an adversary of the project to a key beneficiary in six
years when the Egyptian government, straddled with financial problems, sold its stake in the
canal to London in 1875. Since then, France and Britain operated the canal, until Egypt’s
socialist President Gamal Abdel Nasser nationalised it in 1956.

The Suez crisis

On October 29, 1956, three months after Nasser nationalised the canal, Israeli troops attacked
the Egyptian Sinai. French and British troops joined in later. The plan was to retake control of
the canal and remove Nasser, who was being emboldened by the Soviet support. But the
invasion did not go ahead as planned. Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev threatened Israel, Britain
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and France with rocket attacks unless they withdrew troops from the Sinai. U.S. President
Dwight D. Eisenhower, partly upset that the British went ahead with the invasion without
American approval and partly out of strategic concern that the invasion would play into the
hands of the Soviet Union, threatened Britain and others with economic sanctions unless they
withdrew the troops. By March 1957, the invading troops were fully withdrawn and Egypt’s
authority over the canal was recognised. Interestingly, the Suez crisis also marked Great
Britain’s dwindling influence in West Asia, a region it controlled since the fall of the Ottoman
Empire, and the arrival of the U.S. as the new great power in the region. The canal was closed
again during the 1967 war. It would be reopened only in 1975 after Egyptian-Israeli relations
started warming following the 1973 Yom Kippur War.

Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, who came to power through a coup in 2013, launched an
ambitious $8.5-billion expansion project at the canal in 2014 as part of which a second line was
dug along its northern section, allowing two-way traffic. The canal is an important source of
revenue for Egypt’s battered economy. Last year, Egypt generated $5.61 billion in revenues
from the canal and the authorities expect this to double by 2023. About 19,000 ships passed
through the channel in 2020 carrying 1.2 billion tonnes of cargo, according to the Suez Canal
Authority. As much as 13% of all maritime trade, from oil to automobiles, pass through the canal
every year. So a delay in reopening the channel will have a huge impact on export businesses,
commodities, ship and cargo companies and even Egypt’s national economy.
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EXERCISE DESERT FLAG-VI
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- West Asia

Exercise Desert Flag –VI successfully culminated today with de-induction of the Indian
contingent from UAE. Ex Desert Flag is an annual multi-lateral large force employment exercise
hosted by UAE. The sixth edition of the exercise was conducted from 04 Mar to 27 Mar 21 at Air
Force Base Al Dhafra, UAE.

IAF participated in the exercise for the first time, fielding Su-30MKI fighter aircraft. Six countries;
UAE, USA, France, Saudi Arabia and Bahrain apart from India participated with aerial assets.
Jordan, Greece, Qatar, Egypt and South Korea participated as observer forces.

The objectives for the exercise were to expose coalition participating forces to large force
employment, sharpen tactical capabilities, and enhance interoperability along with fostering
closer relations between the participating forces. The aim for the participating crew and
specialist observers was to expose them to operational environment in scenarios requiring
multinational forces working together. Timely and seamless induction and de-induction was
facilitated by IAF C-17 Globe master aircraft.

During the exercise IAF flew Large Force Engagement (LFE) missions in near realistic
environment involving many aircraft of varied types. IAF successfully undertook all the planned
missions, both by day and night, without any mission abort.  All possible assistance was
provided by UAE Air Force ensuring that all planned activities were completed in time.

IAF has been actively participating in operational international exercises, wherein collaborative
engagements are enhanced. A multinational Exercise in UAE with friendly forces afforded a
unique opportunity to gain valuable learning to all the participating forces. The knowledge
gained, lessons learnt and bonds made during the course of Ex Desert Flag-VI will go a long
way in bolstering professional capabilities of the participating forces.
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ABB/AM/JP

Exercise Desert Flag –VI successfully culminated today with de-induction of the Indian
contingent from UAE. Ex Desert Flag is an annual multi-lateral large force employment exercise
hosted by UAE. The sixth edition of the exercise was conducted from 04 Mar to 27 Mar 21 at Air
Force Base Al Dhafra, UAE.

IAF participated in the exercise for the first time, fielding Su-30MKI fighter aircraft. Six countries;
UAE, USA, France, Saudi Arabia and Bahrain apart from India participated with aerial assets.
Jordan, Greece, Qatar, Egypt and South Korea participated as observer forces.

The objectives for the exercise were to expose coalition participating forces to large force
employment, sharpen tactical capabilities, and enhance interoperability along with fostering
closer relations between the participating forces. The aim for the participating crew and
specialist observers was to expose them to operational environment in scenarios requiring
multinational forces working together. Timely and seamless induction and de-induction was
facilitated by IAF C-17 Globe master aircraft.

During the exercise IAF flew Large Force Engagement (LFE) missions in near realistic
environment involving many aircraft of varied types. IAF successfully undertook all the planned
missions, both by day and night, without any mission abort.  All possible assistance was
provided by UAE Air Force ensuring that all planned activities were completed in time.

IAF has been actively participating in operational international exercises, wherein collaborative
engagements are enhanced. A multinational Exercise in UAE with friendly forces afforded a
unique opportunity to gain valuable learning to all the participating forces. The knowledge
gained, lessons learnt and bonds made during the course of Ex Desert Flag-VI will go a long
way in bolstering professional capabilities of the participating forces.
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INDIA AT UN: 'SUPPLIED MORE VACCINES GLOBALLY
THAN VACCINATED OUR OWN PEOPLE'

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

India will not only be vaccinating 300 million of its own frontline workers over the next six months
but in the process has also supplied vaccines to over 70 nations.

India has supplied more COVID-19 vaccines globally than vaccinated its own people, the
country has told the UN General Assembly and cautioned that vaccine inequity will defeat the
collective global resolve to contain the coronavirus as the disparity in the accessibility of
vaccines will affect the poorest nations the most.

India was one of the initiators of the ‘Political Declaration on Equitable Global Access to COVID-
19 Vaccines’ that garnered the support of more than 180 UN member states.

India’s Deputy Permanent Representative to the UN Ambassador K. Nagaraj Naidu said at the
General Assembly informal meeting on Friday that while the COVID-19 pandemic continues to
persist, the year 2021 began on a positive note with the global scientific community coming up
with multiple vaccines to contain the pandemic.

“While the vaccine challenge has been resolved, we are now confronted with ensuring the
availability, accessibility, affordability, and distribution of COVID-19 vaccines. Lack of global
cooperation and disparity in the accessibility of vaccines will affect the poorest nations the
most," Naidu said.

India has been at the forefront of the global fight against COVID-19. Naidu told the General
Assembly that India will not only be vaccinating 300 million of its own frontline workers over the
next six months but in the process has also supplied vaccines to over 70 nations.

"In fact, as of today we have supplied more vaccines globally than have vaccinated our own
people," Naidu said.

Two of India’s vaccines, including the indigenously developed Covaxin, have already been
granted emergency authorization, Naidu said, adding that 30 more vaccine candidates are at
various phases of clinical trials.

The vaccine Covishield is the version of the AstraZeneca/Oxford vaccine produced by the
Serum Institute of India. Covaxin is the indigenously developed vaccine by pharma company
Bharat Biotech.

The Political Declaration states that equitable and affordable access to safe and effective
COVID19 vaccines must be ensured to have a speedy recovery and contribute to putting an end
to the pandemic.

The declaration also expresses deep concern that despite international agreements and
initiatives, the distribution of COVID-19 vaccines is still uneven worldwide, both among and
within countries.

“Therefore, we express our deep concern that a considerable number of countries have not yet
had access to COVID-19 vaccines, and stress the need for global solidarity and multilateral



Page 174

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cooperation to increase vaccine production and distribution, on regional and global levels."

Naidu said that as highlighted by the declaration equity in access to the vaccine is important for
mitigating the impact of the pandemic.

“Vaccine inequity will defeat our collective resolve to contain the virus. The current disparity calls
for solidarity and cooperation within the international frameworks such as COVAX," he said.

India, a significant source of supply to Gavi’s COVAX facility, has contributed 20 million doses to
the facility last month. India had also announced a gift of 200,000 COVID-19 vaccine doses for
UN peacekeepers.

The shipment of vaccines for peacekeepers left Mumbai in the early hours of Saturday and will
land in Denmark soon, Naidu said.

India also underlined the need to collaborate on genomic surveillance to track virus mutations
and variants and exchange information in a timely fashion.

“Vaccine hesitancy should also be countered with science and public health infrastructure and
capacities of health workers in vaccine delivery needs to be strengthened globally," he said.

Naidu highlighted the need for the international community to collectively work towards
supporting initiatives that ensure speedy and equitable distribution of vaccines and therapeutics
to the most disadvantaged populations.

“Affordability, access, and logistical issues should in no way become a hindrance in our fight
against one of the biggest challenges facing humanity," he said.

Naidu added that India is working actively with GAVI, the World Health Organisation and ACT
Accelerator.

“India and South-Africa have also called for WTO (World Trade Organisation) to suspend
intellectual property rights related to COVID-19 for a limited period of time, to ensure rapid
scaling-up of manufacturing of vaccines and ensuring accessibility and affordability of vaccines
for all," he said.

He also stressed the importance of ensuring that ongoing global immunisation programmes
pertaining to polio, diphtheria and other diseases do not get impacted as that will lead to the
resurgence of other deadly diseases.

World Health Organisation chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus has called for countries to work
together so that all States could begin vaccinating within the first 100 days of 2021. He said 177
countries and economies have started vaccination and added that with just 15 days left before
the 100 days are up, 36 countries are still waiting for vaccines so they can start inoculating
health workers and older people.

President of the 75th session of the UN General Assembly Volkan Bozkir said at the meeting
that the world, which went into the COVID-19 pandemic together, can emerge from it together as
well.

“But that depends on fair and equitable access to vaccines. From the health worker in a small
island developing state, to a teacher in a refugee camp, to the elderly in care facilities across our
countries, we must all be covered," Bozkir said.
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He stressed that the most vulnerable groups – people on the move, in conflict zones, and those
already marginalised – must be prioritised.
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PHILIPPINES DEPLOYS AIRCRAFT AS CHINA SHIPS
SPARK TENSIONS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Water row:A satellite image shows Chinese vessels anchored near the Whitsun Reef in the
South China Sea.AFP/MAXARHANDOUT  

The Philippines on Sunday said it has started deploying its Air Force to carry out daily patrols
over a flotilla of Chinese vessels that has sparked fresh tensions in the South China Sea.

The latest dispute, Manila said, was triggered by what it described as a swarm of more than 200
Chinese fishing vessels that have refused to withdraw from waters off the Whitsun Reef, near
the disputed Spratly Islands, in an area located within Manila’s Exclusive Economic Zone.

China, which claims almost the entire South China Sea, has said the ships were sheltering there
because of weather conditions, a claim that Manila, which has lodged a protest with China over
what it called an incursion, has rejected.

Philippines Defence Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said the Air Force has now begun daily patrols
over the fishing vessels, Agence France-Presse reported from Manila on Sunday. The Navy and
Coast Guard have also been deployed in the vicinity of the Chinese ships, sparking a stand-off
near the reef.

“We are ready to defend our national sovereignty and protect the marine resources of the
Philippines,” Mr. Lorenzana said.

The stand-off follows a similar incident in 2019 triggered by Chinese fishing vessels near
another disputed island in the Spratlys. As it did then, Manila has called on Beijing to
acknowledge the 2016 arbitration case which recognised many of its claims. President Rodrigo
Duterte mentioned the ruling in a meeting with the Chinese envoy in Manila this week, his
spokesperson said. Beijing has rejected the arbitration, emphasising its sovereignty over the
South China Sea.
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U.S. SLAMS CHINESE SANCTIONS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken warned on Saturday that China’s tit-for-tat sanctions
against two Americans in the growing dispute over Beijing’s treatment of Uighurs were
“baseless” and would only shine a harsh spotlight on the “genocide” in Xinjiang.

“Beijing’s attempts to intimidate and silence those speaking out for human rights and
fundamental freedoms only contribute to the growing international scrutiny of the ongoing
genocide and crimes against humanity in Xinjiang,” Mr. Blinken said.

He spoke out after China announced sanctions against two Americans, a Canadian and a rights
advocacy body, in response to sanctions imposed this week by the two countries over Beijing’s
treatment of the Uighur minority. At least one million Uighurs and people from other mostly
Muslim groups have been held in camps in China’s Xinjiang region, according to rights groups,
who accuse authorities of forcibly sterilising women and imposing forced labour.

Mr. Blinken called the sanctions on the two members of the U.S. Commission on International
Religious Freedom “baseless.”
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‘WON’T ALLOW OTHER COUNTRIES TO PUSH FOR
SEPARATISM’

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Gotabaya RajapaksaSpecial Arrangement  

Sri Lanka will not allow other countries to achieve their geopolitical needs by introducing
“separatism under the guise of power devolution” in the island nation, President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa has said.

“The government does not wish to be associated with the power struggles in the Indian Ocean
region by the global giants,” Mr. Rajapaksa said, adding that the sovereignty of Sri Lanka would
not be betrayed, a report in the state-run Daily News said on Monday.

Speaking at a ‘Discussion with the Village’ event in the southern Matara district on Saturday, he
appeared to be responding to India’s intervention at the UN Human Rights Council last week.
Although India abstained from voting, it supported the international community’s call in the
resolution for devolving political authority, holding of elections to provincial councils and
implementation of the 13th Amendment that guarantees a measure of power devolution to the
provinces.

Greater scrutiny

The Council adopted the resolution — with 22 countries backing it — that called for greater
scrutiny of human rights in the country, including through an international evidence gathering
mechanism, while flagging possible recurrence of human rights violations, citing recent policy
decisions impacting Sri Lanka's Tamil and Muslim minorities.

In addition to pegging the international call for devolution to the geopolitical needs of “other
countries”, Mr. Rajapaksa’s remarks also linked the demand for greater power devolution to
separatism, although Sri Lanka’s Tamil political leadership has repeatedly underscored the need
for enhanced powers for provinces within a “united, undivided and indivisible” Sri Lanka.

“We will face the Geneva challenge without fear. We will never succumb to pressures. We are a
free nation. We will not be a victim of big power rivalry in the Indian Ocean,” the President said,
a week after the UN Human Rights Council adopted a resolution.

The statement assumes significance in the wake of persisting calls from some within his
government, including senior Ministers, for the abolition of the provincial council system and the
13th Amendment.

Less than a fortnight before the vote on the Sri Lanka resolution in Geneva, amid Colombo’s
hectic diplomatic outreach seeking support from members, Mr. Rajapaksa “instructed the
relevant parties to take steps to expedite the provincial council elections by either withdrawing
the Provincial Council Amendment Bill or rectifying its anomalies,” a statement issued by the
Presidential Media division said on March 13.

Provincial elections
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According to local media reports, the holding of provincial council elections is likely to be
discussed in Monday’s [March 29] weekly Cabinet meeting.

After being elected President in November 2019, Mr. Rajapaksa stated that he would focus
more on development rather than devolution. In an interview to The Hindu on November 30,
2019, during his first visit to New Delhi after assuming office, Mr. Rajapaksa said the previous
push for “devolution, devolution, devolution” had not changed the situation in Sri Lanka.

Full devolution of powers as promised by the 13th Amendment to the Constitution in 1987 could
not be implemented “against the wishes and feeling of the majority [Sinhala] community,” he
noted, while the legislation envisages power devolution to all provinces in the country, including
those with a Sinhala-majority.
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JAISHANKAR SAYS INDIA BACKS AFGHAN-TALIBAN
DIALOGUE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan

Talking peace:External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with Tajikistan President Emomali Rahmon
in Dushanbe.PTI  

Calling for a “double peace” both inside Afghanistan and in the region, External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar said India supports the Intra-Afghan Negotiations (IAN), in a rare direct reference
to the Taliban at the 9th Heart of Asia conference in Tajikistan.

Mr. Jaishankar attended the meet along with Foreign Ministers of 15 countries, including
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Turkey, Iran, China, Russia, Saudi Arabia and Central Asian states.

“India has been supportive of all the efforts being made to accelerate the dialogue between the
Afghan government and the Taliban, including intra-Afghan negotiations,” the Minister said and
referred to his participation in the inaugural virtual session of the Doha talks in September 2020.

‘Engage in good faith’

“If the peace process is to be successful, then it is necessary to ensure that the negotiating
parties continue to engage in good faith, with a serious commitment towards reaching a political
solution,” he added. India has not in the past referred directly to the Taliban, and the government
has not opened any public engagement with the militant group.

Mr. Jaishankar said India views the escalation in violence against civilians in and the “continued
involvement of foreign fighters” in Afghanistan with “grave concern” and pushed for Heart of Asia
members to ensure a permanent ceasefire.

Speaking at the same conference, Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi said
Pakistan “fears that any space gained by ISIS and Al-Qaeda could accentuate the threat of
terrorism,” and cautioned against the role of “spoilers”, both “within and outside Afghanistan”.

In a departure from the recent past, however, Mr. Jaishankar and Mr. Qureshi were present for
each other’s speeches during the conference, unlike previous boycotts by the two sides at a
number of conferences since 2019.

However, despite speculation over an ongoing India-Pakistan peace process and a back-
channel dialogue, Mr. Jaishankar and Mr. Qureshi did not make any public contact during the
day-long conference, and were seen avoiding eye contact during the joint photo opportunity they
both participated in.

Speaking at the conference in Dushanbe, Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani, who spoke to
both foreign ministers in separate meetings, thanked neighbouring countries for their support.
He also lauded a number of regional connectivity initiatives including India’s air corridor
programme and Chabahar port project, as well as the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India
(TAPI) pipeline.

END
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-03-31

GOOD NEIGHBOURS: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
INDIA-BANGLADESH TIES

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Bangladesh

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Bangladesh to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the
war of liberation and the centenary year of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, and his meetings with Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina showcased the deep history the two nations share, their future plans and
the challenges ahead. At the events, which included an emotive ceremony in Dhaka, a cultural
programme, India’s conferring of the Gandhi Peace Prize posthumously on Mujib, and a visit by
Mr. Modi to the Bangabandhu (Mujib) memorial at his hometown in Tungipara, the leaders paid
homage to the nation’s founders, millions massacred by the Pakistani military regime in 1971,
and those who died fighting for Bangladeshi freedom, including nearly 4,000 Indian soldiers.
India’s role in the creation of Bangladesh was highlighted by Ms. Hasina as she thanked India
for its aid, and later, for providing her shelter when members of her family, including her father
Mujib, were assassinated. Mr. Modi wrote in an editorial of the hope for a Shonali Adhyaya
(Golden Chapter) in South Asia that Bangabandhu may have brought about had he not been
killed. The two leaders built on their December 2020 (virtual) meet by bolstering plans for
connectivity and infrastructure projects with a framework for cooperation on trade, along with
other MoUs on sports, education and disaster management. India-Bangladesh ties in the past
15 years, since Ms. Hasina was elected, have been marked by new areas of cooperation and an
ability to resolve specific differences. Ms. Hasina’s decision, beginning 2009, to shut down anti-
India terror camps and to hand over nearly two dozen of India’s “most wanted”, reversed
mistrust. Mr. Modi’s push to conclude the long-pending Land Boundary Agreement in 2015, and
to accept an international tribunal verdict in favour of Bangladesh that resolved a 40-year-old
maritime dispute, built confidence as well. Other issues, if unresolved, could pose challenges.

The joint statement noted the need to resolve the dispute over Teesta water sharing, and six
other rivers. The problem of Bangladeshi civilians being killed at the border has dented relations.
The Modi government’s concerns over the treatment of Hindus, an impetus for the CAA, were
highlighted as the PM performed two temple poojas and addressed a rally of minority Matua
Hindus. The visits raised eyebrows in India as they took place even as West Bengal went to
vote, but it became clear they will have repercussions in Bangladesh as well: protests against
Mr. Modi’s visit turned violent, with at least 11 members of the Hefazat-e-Islam shot dead by
police, and reprisal violence against the Hindu minority by Islamist mobs. The events only
underline the need for a deeper understanding on both sides of the sensitivities of the India-
Bangladesh relationship, even as its many successes are counted and celebrated.

Please enter a valid email address.

From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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OPEC+ HEADS FOR OUTPUT TALKS WITH CAUTIOUS
STANCE VINDICATED

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: OPEC

As OPEC and its allies prepare for another decision on oil output, the producers believe their
defiantly cautious approach is paying off.

The coalition led by Saudi Arabia was widely criticized three weeks ago when it rebuffed calls to
revive some of the crude production halted during the pandemic. Energy Minister Prince
Abdulaziz bin Salman made clear that he wasn’t going to put his faith in predictions of a post-
Covid rebound, saying he would only believe in the demand recovery “when I see it."

Since then, fuel demand in the US has shown strong signs of recovery. But a resurgence of the
virus elsewhere has convinced the cartel it made the right call, according to several OPEC+
delegates who asked to speak anonymously. They predict the group will again refrain from
significantly opening the taps when it meets on April 1.

“Prince Abdulaziz remains ever-concerned -- he’s unwilling to say that Covid is in the rear-view
mirror," said Helima Croft, chief commodities strategist at RBC Capital Markets. “More likely
than not, we’re looking at a Saudi rollover of their production cut."

The Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries and its partners will consider on Thursday
whether to revive part of the 8 million barrels of daily output -- about 8% of global supply -- it’s
withholding while fuel demand remains depressed.

The cartel’s intervention has helped to boost crude prices more than 20% this year even as the
economic ravages of the pandemic continued. It has shored up revenues both for its members
and a beleaguered global oil industry.

“OPEC is going to defend the price," Torbjorn Tornqvist, chief executive officer of trading giant
Gunvor Group Ltd., said in an interview. The group “would really like to see" Brent crude hold
near current levels of about $65 a barrel.

Three weeks ago, it was under fire. The group’s surprise decision not to boost production, which
was led by Prince Abdulaziz, was seen as an attempt to push up prices that could back-fire by
hurting demand and encouraging OPEC’s rivals to invest in new supplies.

In the days after the March 4 meeting, Brent soared to $70 a barrel, prompting key consumer
India to protest at the financial pain.

Yet the rally soon dissolved.

Europe reimposed lockdowns to contain a virulent strain of the coronavirus, while India and
Brazil contended with worsening outbreaks. Crude purchases in Asia slowed as a lackluster
tourist season failed to stimulate fuel demand. Meanwhile, oil supplies swelled as Iran ramped
up exports to China in defiance of U.S. sanctions.

Within a week of hitting a one-year high, oil futures surrendered almost $10. Whatever Riyadh’s
actual motivation had been, it’s strategy now looked less like a ploy to push prices higher than a
prudent insurance policy against their collapse.
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“The demand growth has been much slower to come back," largely because of the re-
emergence of the virus in Europe, said Gunvor’s Tornqvist. “The U.S. looks, actually, pretty
good. But stocks are not coming down as fast as we thought."

OPEC+ will discuss whether to revive part of the 1.2 million barrels a day of output it’s
committed to returning to the market in installments this year. At the same time, the Saudis will
review the status of an additional 1 million barrel-a-day cut they have been making since
February to accelerate the process of clearing the lingering oil glut.

The kingdom has also pledged to restore this supply gradually, but gave no firm dates for doing
so. Saudi Arabia also hasn’t yet finalized its position on whether to extend the current cuts,
according to a delegate who asked not to be named.

With oil prices still significantly below the levels many OPEC nations need to cover government
spending, delegates say the coalition is expected to tread carefully again on Thursday.

Favored Nations

OPEC Secretary-General Mohammad Barkindo told a committee of the coalition’s technical
experts on Tuesday that the producers must remain very cautious. Positive developments seen
in the market last month were countered by the ongoing fragility caused by the pandemic, he
said.

If any barrels are added at this week’s meeting, they’re most likely to come from Russia and
Kazakhstan.

At the past few gatherings, the two countries have been given special dispensation to make a
headstart on restoring supplies, amounting to about 300,000 barrels a day between them.

Russia’s government doesn’t face the same fiscal need for high prices as the Saudis, so giving it
the leeway to pump a little bit more while other nations maintain their restraint is seen as the
price Riyadh must pay to ensure Moscow’s continuing co-operation, said Bjarne Schieldrop,
chief commodities analyst at SEB AB.

“The group in total is probably fine with that," said Schieldrop. The rest of OPEC+ “will hold
production steady in May, given current physical oil market weakness."

An increase from the wider 23-nation coalition is more likely later in the year. Oil demand is on
the mend in the U.S., the biggest consumer, and already above pre-virus levels in China, the
next-largest.

Draining Stockpiles

OPEC expects the global oil-stockpile surplus that built up during the pandemic to be mostly
gone in the next three months, according to data presented at Tuesday’s meeting of the Joint
Technical Committee. Long-term price gauges in futures contracts signal that inventories will
tighten sharply in the second half of the year.

“China is recovering very, very strongly and other economies along with it," said Jan Stuart,
global energy economist at Cornerstone Macro LLC in New York. “At some point, possibly, the
Saudis decide it’s important not to alienate the guys they depend on for growth."

Riyadh and its partners could also face a little more urgency to restore idle production if
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legislation introduced in the U.S. senate last week to penalize OPEC for “price fixing" becomes
law.

But such a turning point doesn’t seem to have arrived yet. Meanwhile, many of the group’s
producers are warily watching diplomatic developments between the U.S. and fellow OPEC
nation Iran.

While Tehran and Washington remain estranged, a renewed nuclear agreement between the
two countries -- sought by President Joe Biden -- could lift sanctions on almost 2 million barrels
a day of Iranian oil output and risk capsizing the market again.

“If this comes toward the end of the year, then it will be much easier to absorb," Martijn Rats, oil
strategist at Morgan Stanley, said in a Bloomberg television interview. “If this supply comes
earlier, then OPEC will need to find a way to accommodate."

This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text. Only
the headline has been changed.
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NEW MOMENTUM IN INDIA-MAURITIUS TIES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

More from the author

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar’s visit to Mauritius on March 22-23, 2021
strengthens India’s partnership with the key Indian Ocean island country across the
economic, health and security spheres.

In recent years, India has stepped up its engagement with Africa. Mauritius is an important
partner among the Indian Ocean littoral countries in the region. During his visit to the country in
2015, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had flagged Mauritius’s role as “a key leader for a secure
and sustainable future for the Indian Ocean.”1

India and Mauritius are connected by shared history. Almost 68 percent of the population of the
country, including Prime Minister Pravind Jugnauth, is of Indian origin. External Affairs Minister
(EAM), S. Jaishankar’s visit to the island country on March 22-23, 2021 has further strengthened
the partnership across the economic, health and security spheres.

A watershed free trade pact, the ‘Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and Partnership
Agreement’ (CECPA), was signed during the EAM’s visit. This is the first of its kind agreement
that India has signed with any country in Africa. The treaty was under negotiation since 2005.
The CECPA will have a tremendous economic impact, as it will cut or eliminate duties on
majority of goods as well as liberalise norms to promote services trade.2

The CECPA also marks a new step in the partnership between India and the African continent.
The joint economic initiative will enable India Inc. to use Mauritius as a springboard for the
expansion of their businesses into continental Africa. It will, therefore, help Mauritius emerge, in
Jaishankar’s words, as a “hub of Africa”.3

The African countries are building a single market through the African Continental Free Trade
Area (AfCFTA) which also came into effect in January this year. AfCFTA encompasses 1.2
billion people with a combined market worth of $3 trillion and will increase intra–Africa trade by
over 50 percent and add $76 billion income for the rest of the world.4

Jaishankar’s visit highlighted growing cooperation between the two countries in the field of
health, particularly in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. The EAM handed over a
consignment of 100,000 doses of Made-in-India COVID-19 vaccines to Mauritius. This was in
addition to 100,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccines that India had gifted to Mauritius in January
this year.5

Apart from the vaccines, India supplied 23 tonnes of essential medicines, half a million tablets of
hydroxychloroquine, as well as a consignment of Ayurvedic medicines. A 14-member Medical
Assistance Team, under the Indian Navy’s ‘Mission SAGAR’ initiative, also visited the country.

India-Mauritius health cooperation is not new. India has assisted in the development of the
Jawaharlal Nehru Hospital and the Subramania Bharati Eye Centre in the country.6 In 2019,
Prime Minister Modi along with Prime Minister Pravind Jagunath virtually inaugurated a state of
the art ENT hospital, built with the assistance of $14 million.7

During Jaishankar’s visit, India and Mauritius signed two agreements in the security realm. The
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first agreement relates to the transfer of a Dornier aircraft and an Advanced Light Helicopter,
Dhruv, on lease to Mauritius. These platforms will go a long way in helping the country monitor
its extensive maritime zone. The second agreement relates to a $100 million Line of Credit
(LoC), to enable the procurement of defence equipment by Mauritius.

These agreements underline India’s close cooperation with Mauritius in the defence and security
field. Over the years, with India’s support, Mauritius has been able to augment the skills of its
security forces, and restructure and enhance the capacity of its National Coast Guard. More
importantly, as per an agreement signed in 1974, Indian Naval and Coast Guard officers are
seconded to the Mauritian National Coast Guard.8

India has extended support to Mauritius in enhancing its coastal surveillance capabilities by
setting up the Coastal Surveillance Radar System (CSRS), in 2011.9 India’s defence
cooperation with Mauritius benefits both countries. The CSRS network, for instance, enhances
the country’s Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) in the Indian Ocean region. Mauritius, in turn,
adds to its capabilities by engaging with professionals from the Indian Navy and the Coast
Guard and by procuring Indian defence equipment at attractive financial terms.10

The EAM’s visit reinforces the strategic importance of Mauritius with reference to India’s policy
towards the Indian Ocean/Indo-Pacific region. Rajnath Singh, India’s Defence Minister, while
inaugurating the first IOR Defence Ministers Conclave on February 4, 2021, pointed out that
“two-thirds of the world’s oil shipments, one-third of its bulk cargo, and half of its container
traffic”, transit through the Indian Ocean.11

During his first visit to Mauritius in 2015, Prime Minister Modi called for Mauritius-India
cooperation to make Indian Ocean safe, secure and free from any challenge. It was also in
Mauritius that Modi articulated his vision for the region — SAGAR (Security and Growth for
All).12 This vision called for deepening economic and security cooperation with India’s maritime
neighbours.

India’s engagement with African countries, particularly with the Indian Ocean Region littoral
states, has since increased. India has launched several initiatives, including the third India-
Africa Forum Summit in 2015, the first India-Africa Defence Ministers Conclave in 2020 and
India-IOR Defence Ministers Conclave in February 2021. This conclave had representation from
Mauritius. India has also interacted with the countries in the region through multilateral
mechanisms such as Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) and Indian Ocean Naval
Symposium (IONS).

In recent years, several external powers, including China, have made increasing inroads in
Africa and its Indian Ocean littorals. Mauritius has not been immune from this trend. In January
2021, China’s Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with Mauritius came into effect.13 This agreement
will help China expand the Belt and Road strategy in Africa.14 While the jury is still out on
whether this FTA will benefit Mauritius, China’s increasing presence in the region will pose
difficult questions for countries like India.

While India and Mauritius share cultural contiguity dating back to the colonial times and a special
partnership in recent years, India cannot take its influence in Mauritius for granted and should
continue to enhance its engagement with this important island country.

Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Manohar
Parrikar IDSA or of the Government of India.
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